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What is really desired, under the name of riches
is, essentially, power over men; in its simplest
sense, the power of obtaining for our own
advantage the labour or servant, tradesman
and artist. And this power of wealth of course
is greater or less in direct proportion to the
proverty of the number of persons who are as
rich as ourselves, and who are ready to give
the poor, he will sing for small pay, as long as
there is onlyy one person who can pay him;
but if there be two or three, he will sing for the
one who offeres him most. So that the art of
be coming 'rich' in the common sense is not
only the art of accumulation much money for
ourselves but also of contriving that our
neighbors shall have less. In accurate terms
it is the art of establishing the maximum
inequality in our own favour.
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