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Directions: 
Fill  in  the  blanks  by  supplying  the  appropriate  verb 
modal: 
 
1) He tried to solve the sum but he ……… not. 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
2)  Had  you  worked  hard,  you………  have  passed  the 
examination. 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
3) I ran fast so that I ……… catch the train. 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
4) You ……… read his latest book. 
a) must   b) should 
c) could   d) might 
 
5) As you sow, so ……… you reap. 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
6) ……… he wait any longer ? 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) dare 
 
7) If we had taken the other road we ……… have arrived 
earlier. 
a) should  b) would 
c) shall    d) will 
 
8) ……… we go to the pictures today ? 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
9) You ……… write on both sides of the paper 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 

10) ……… you ride your bicycle up to that hill? 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
11)  The bank closes at  two but the manager.... allow 
you to get in. (Remote possibility) 
a) may   b) might 
c) can   d) would 
 
12) ……… that I were rich! 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
13) He said he ……… always come when called. 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
14) The wound ……… not heal in spite of all the 
treatment he had. 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
15) ……… you have another cup of tea ? 
a) will   b) would 
c) shall    d) can 
 
16) He ……… pay you the loan he owes you. 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) must 
 
17)  I have come to ask if Ram ……… use your bicycle 
tomorrow. 
a) might  b) may 
c) could   d) would 
 
18) I ……… see quite clearly what the children are doing 
in the garden. 
a) might  b) can 
c) could   d) must 
 
19) You ……… have watered the flowers, for it is going 
to rain. 
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a) need to  b) would 
c) should  d) will 
 
20)  Do  not  put  off  till  tomorrow  what  you  ………  do 
today. 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
21) ……… you live long! 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
22) When I was a boy. I ……… walk forty miles in a day. 
a) can   b) could 
c) would  d) will 
 
23) ……… you tell me the way to the post-office, please 
? 
a) would  b) will 
c) shold   d) shall 
 
24) ……… I bring you a cup of coffee ? 
a) should  b) shall 
c) will   d) could 
 
25) ……… you read when you were five? 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
26)  Those  who  live  in  glass  houses  ………  not  throw 
stones at others. 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
27) You ……… come and have dinner with me. 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) must 
 
28)  ………  you  please  send  me  an  application  form  ? 
(Request) 
a) will   b) would 
c) can   d) shall 

29) Usha ……… run a hundred yard in ten seconds. 
a) can   b) could 
c) would  d) will 
 
30) His daughter ……… be sixteen next month. 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
31)  Your  job  ………  be  very  demanding  but  at  least  it 
isn’t boring. 
a) might  b) may 
c) can   d) would 
 
32) He ……… be at least sixty. 
a) may   b) might 
c) must   d) could 
 
33) If you have a bad throat, you ……… smoke. 
(Prohibition) 
a) must not  b) need to 
c) ought to  d) dare 
 
34) When……… I see you again? 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
35) If you ……… see him, give him my regards. 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
36) What cannot be cured ……… be endured. 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) must 
 
37) I ……… smoking but I gave it up last year. 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) used to 
 
38)  She  ………  speak  three  languages  when  she  was 
twelve. 
a) Can   b) could 
c) must   d) may 
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39) The door ……… painting. 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) must 
 
40) You ……… have written to him yesterday. 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) must 
 
41) He has lost your book and he ……… not tell you. 
a) ought to  b) need to 
c) dare    d) must 
 
42) My father ……… speak and write five languages. 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
 
43) Drivers know that they ……… stop when they come 
to the main road. (Obligation) 
a) may   b) must 
c) might  d) could 
 
44) I ……… be a clerk, but now I am an officer. 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) used to 
 
45) ……… his soul rest in peace ! 
a) may   b) might 
c) could   d) must 
 
46) ……… you do me a favour? 
a) will   b) shall 
c) should  d) would 
 
47) You ……… keep your scooter locked. 
a) should  b) must 
c) will   d) would 
 
48) All of us ……… die. 
a) would  b) may 
c) will   d) might 
 

49) ……… you speak rudely to your father? 
a) needs  b) ought to 
c) need   d) dare 
 
50) As John was the only person who visited us 
yesterday. It ……… be he who left the main gate open. 
(Probability) 
a) may   b) might 
c) will   d) should 
 
51) The baby is crying, he ……… be hungry. 
a) dare    b) must 
c) need to  d) may 
 
52) We thought it ……… rain. 
a) can   b) could 
c) may   d) might 
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