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Dear Aspirants, National News

We invite you to subscribe to our WhatsApp
& You tube channel and activate the
notification bell to receive updates on job
openings and current affairs.

Santhali Joins the Constitutional
Languages as President Launches New
Edition

On December 25, 2025, President Droupadi Murmu
officially released the Santhali edition of the
Constitution of India during a ceremony at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Option 1: President Murmu Unveils Santhali
Edition of the Indian Constitution: In a historic move
toward linguistic inclusion, the Honorable President
of India, Droupadi Murmu, released the Constitution
of India in the Santhali language on December 25,
2025. This edition, published in the Ol Chiki script,
marks a significant milestone in ensuring that the
nation's supreme law is accessible to the Santhali-
speaking community in their native tongue. This
initiative underscores the government's
commitment to cultural respect and the
empowerment of tribal populations through
enhanced constitutional awareness.

Quick Facts for Competitive Exams

If you are using this for a competitive exam (like SBI,
SSC, or Railway), here are some important facts to
keep in mind:

e ] [ ]
e 8 08 © 000000 @00
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e The Script: Santhali is written in the Ol Chiki
script, which was created by Pandit
Raghunath Murmu in 1925.

o Constitutional Status: Santhali was added to
the Eighth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution via the 92nd Amendment Act of
2003.

o Significance: The year 2025 marks the 100th
anniversary (Centenary) of the Ol Chiki
script.

National News

Government Set to Introduce India’s First
Anti-Terror Policy

India is finalizing its first comprehensive National
Counter-Terrorism Policy, representing a paradigm
shift in the country's national security architecture.
This policy, championed by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah during the Anti-Terrorism Conference
2025, aims to create a unified framework to
synchronize efforts between State and Central
agencies.

Quick Facts for Competitive Exams

For those preparing for SSC, Banking, or Railway
exams, keep these specific 2025 updates in mind:

Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru

e Zero-Tolerance Vision: The policy is part of the
Prime Minister’'s "Zero-Tolerance Against
Terrorism" vision.

e Operational Milestones: 2025 saw the execution
of Operation Sindoor (targeting planners) and
Operation Mahadev (neutralizing executors).

e New Databases: The government launched the
Organised Crime Network Database and the
Lost/Looted Weapon Database to track the
nexus between crime and terror.

¢ The Centenary: These security updates coincide
with the 100th anniversary of the Ol Chiki script
(used for Santhali), highlighting a year of both
cultural and security milestones.

International News

Japanto Restart World’s Largest Nuclear
Plant After Fukushima Shutdown

n a significant shift for global energy policy, Japan is
poised to restart the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear
Power Plant, the world's largest nuclear facility,
nearly 15 years after the 2011 Fukushima disaster.

Following a pivotal vote of confidence on December
22, 2025, the Niigata Prefectural Assembly cleared
the final local hurdle for the facility to resume
operations. This move is a cornerstone of Japan's
updated energy strategy, which aims for nuclear
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power to provide 20% of the nation's electricity by R Praggnanandhaa and Anish Giri Clinch
2040. Global Chess League 2025 Title

Option 1: .].apal.l &P R(.eactivate World’.s Larg(.est In a historic display of strategic brilliance, Alpine SG
Nuclear Facility in Major Energy Policy Shift: Pipers clinched their maiden Global Chess League
Marking a watershed moment in its post-Fukushima (GCL) Season 3 title by defeating the two-time

recovery, Japan has secured local approval to restart defending champions, Triveni Continental Kings, in
the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power Plant. As the the finals held in Mumbai on December 23, 2025.

largest facility of its kind globally, with a total
capacity of approximately 8,212 MW, its reactivation
represents a strategic move to bolster energy
security and achieve carbon neutrality. This decision
follows over a decade of dormancy and rigorous
safety overhauls, signaling the government's
renewed reliance on nuclear energy to meet nearly
one-fifth of the country's power demands by 2040.

Quick Facts for Competitive Exams

If you are preparing for SSC, Banking, or Railway

exams, keep these specific data points in mind:
Option 1: Alpine SG Pipers Secure Maiden Global

Feature Details Chess League Title in Mumbai: India’s ascending
influence in the global chess arena was prominently

Plant Name Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power displayed as the Alpine SG Pipers triumphed in the
Plant third season of the Global Chess League. Led by the

tactical expertise of R Praggnanandhaa and Anish

Location Niigata Prefecture, Japan Giri, the Pipers unseated the defending champions,
Triveni Continental Kings, in a high-stakes final held

Total _ ~8,200 MW (8.2 GW) at Mumbai's Royal Opera House. This victory not
Capacity only marks a milestone for the franchise but also

reaffirms India's capacity to produce elite talent that

Operator TEPCO  (Tokyo Electric Power excels in pressurized, innovative international
Company) formats.
2025 Update ggitzgzrgsmrt scheduled for January Quick Facts for Competitive Exams
If you are tracking this for your Current Affairs
2040 Target 20% Nu(flear, 40-50% Renewable preparation, here are the essential facts:
energy mix

e  Winner: Alpine SG Pipers (First Title)

¢ Runner-up: Triveni Continental Kings (Denied a

S p O rtS hat—trick)

¢ Venue: Royal Opera House, Mumbai
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e MVP of the Finals: Anish Giri (Alpine SG Pipers)

e Male Player of the Season: Alireza Firouzja
(Triveni Continental Kings)

o Female Player of the Season: Hou Yifan (Alpine
SG Pipers)

o Third Place: PBG Alaskan Knights (Led by World
Champion D Gukesh)

International News

Oral Iron Treatment for Kids

The US FDA has recently approved Accrufer, a
prescription oral iron treatment, for pediatric
patients aged 10 years and older. This medication
serves as a significant non-invasive alternative for
managing iron deficiency in children, a condition
that remains the leading cause of anemia worldwide.

ANEMIA SYMPTOMS

NORMAL
BLOOD ANEMIA

Option 1: FDA Grants Approval for Accrufer in
Pediatric Iron Deficiency Treatment: The U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) has expanded the
approval of Accrufer to include children aged 10 and
older diagnosed with iron deficiency. This ferric
maltol-based therapy provides a critical, non-
invasive oral alternative to intravenous iron,
facilitating better patient compliance and
integration into daily routines. Addressing iron
deficiency is paramount, as the condition is the

primary driver of anemia and is linked to chronic
fatigue, impaired cognitive concentration, and
developmental delays in pediatric populations.

Quick Facts for Competitive Exams

If you are tracking this for your Current Affairs
preparation, here are the essential facts::

e The Drug: Accrufer (Generic name: Ferric
Maltol).

e Target Group: Children aged 10 years and older
(previously only for adults).

o The Scarcity: Iron deficiency is recognized as the
most common nutritional deficiency globally.

e Symptoms to Remember: Fatigue, cognitive
impairment (poor concentration), and physical
growth delays.

National News

NITI Aayog Report on Higher Education -
2025

. India

NITI Aayog has published a strategic report titled
"Internationalisation of Higher Education,” which
outlines a comprehensive roadmap to transform
India into a global education hub. The document
details 22 specific policy interventions aimed at
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balancing the ratio of Indian students studying ﬁ
abroad with international students choosing India as State N EWS

their destination.

IIT Madras launches national Al training
Option 1: NITI Aayog Proposes Strategic Framework programme for government officials
for the Internationalisation of Higher Education:
NITI Aayog has released a pivotal report advocating
for the Internationalisation of Higher Education
through 22 targeted policy interventions. To address
the currentimbalance in student mobility, the report
introduces the Vishwa Bandhu scholarships and
fellowships, specifically designed to attract high-
Caliber international students and faculty to Indian
institutions. Furthermore, it recommends the
establishment of an academic mobility programme
modelled after the European Erasmus+ initiative,
aimed at fostering global institutional partnerships
and seamless credit transfers.

\’

Wadras =

QUiCk Facts for Competitive Exams [IT Madras has launched a specialized capacity-
building initiative aimed at equipping government
officials with the skills necessary for the responsible
deployment and ethical governance of Artificial

For SBI, IBPS, and SSC aspirants, focus on these
specific terminologies:

e Vishwa Bandhu: The name of the new Intelligence. This program, facilitated by the Centre

scholarship/fellowship scheme. for Responsible Al (CeRAI) at the Wadhwani School

of Data Science and Al, was officially introduced

e Erasmus+: The international benchmark during the "Conclave on Strengthening Human
being used for the mobility programme. Capital for the Al Era" in December 2025.

e 22 Interventions: The specific number of Option 1: IIT Madras Launches Capacity-Building

policy changes recommended by NITI Aayog. Initiative for Responsible Al Governance: The Indian

Institute of Technology Madras has inaugurated a
strategic capacity-building program designed to
train public sector officials in the ethical deployment
and governance of Artificial Intelligence.

Simera Spearheaded by the Centre for Responsible Al
\ . (CeRAI) within the Wadhwani School of Data
Science and Al the initiative addresses the growing

SPARDHAGURU SKILL EDGE APTITUDE ACADEMY need for regulatory expertise in the public domain.

A GROUP OF SPARDHGURU INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
P——

e Target: Reducing the "Education Trade
Deficit" (the gap between outbound and
inbound students).

@ wwspardhaguny  Qino@spurdiagurs @ Mywre.aagalore The program was formally unveiled at the "Conclave
<L§07115“45' ‘\.5071164446’ (\-lszﬂﬂzu’)

on Strengthening Human Capital for the Al Era,"
emphasizing IIT Madras’s role in bridging the gap
between technological innovation and public policy.

Placement Entrance Exam’s
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Quick Facts for Competitive Exams

For SSC, Banking, and State Government exams, take
note of these specific entities:

e Institution: IIT Madras (specifically the
Wadhwani School of Data Science and Al).

¢ The Centre: CeRAI (Centre for Responsible Al).

¢ Objective: Capacity building for government
officials in Al governance and ethics.

e Event: Conclave on Strengthening Human
Capital for the Al Era (December 2025).

FACTS ABOUT BHARAT

This unique cultural fact about Shani Shingnapur is
a popular topic in the General Awareness sections of
exams like SSC and Railway.

Azt wcrs spout
OHANI

E‘ A VILLAGE NEAR SHIRDI

Option 1: The Doorless Village: A Tradition of
Faith in Shani Shingnapur: In the Ahmednagar
district of Maharashtra, the village of Shani
Shingnapur is renowned for its centuries-old
tradition where residences and commercial
establishments remain without doors. This practice
is rooted in a profound religious conviction that the
village is under the divine protection of Lord Shani.

According to local belief, any individual who
commits a theft will face severe spiritual
consequences. Consequently, the village is
characterized by a remarkable absence of
conventional security measures and does not
maintain a local police station.

Option 3: Key Facts: Shani Shingnapur
(Ahmednagar, Maharashtra)

e Location: Ahmednagar District, Maharashtra
(near Shirdi).

e Unique Feature: Houses and buildings
traditionally lack doors or locks.

e Cultural Basis: Residents believe that the deity,
Lord Shani, serves as the ultimate guardian of
the village.

e  Security Status: The village is known for having
no police station (though a "police chowki" was
recently established for administrative
purposes, the tradition of doorless houses
remains).

Important "Current. Affairs” Note
for Exams

While the village is historically famous for having no
police station, for the purpose of accurate data in
2025

o In 2015, the village inaugurated its first police
station to manage the increasing influx of
tourists and pilgrims.

o In 2011, United Commercial Bank (UCO Bank)
opened a "lockless" branch in the village, the first
of its kind in India.

Key Terms to Remember

e District: Ahmednagar (recently renamed
Ahilyanagar by the Maharashtra government).
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e Deity: Lord Shani (associated with the planet
Saturn).

e Scriptural Basis: Local folklore and the Shani
Mahatmyam.

Individual Achievements

ShOOtil’lg: Simranpreet Kaur Brar clinched the
gold medal in the Women’s 25m Pistol event at the
ISSF World Cup Final 2025 held in Doha, Qatar. In a
historic performance, she equalled the Junior World
Record with 41 hits.

Chess: at the age of 3 years, 7 months, and 20
days, Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha from Madhya
Pradesh became the youngest FIDE-rated chess
player in history, entering the rankings with a rapid
rating of 1,572.

Motorsport: Lando Norris (McLaren) secured
his maiden Formula One World Drivers'
Championship at the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. His
victory ended Max Verstappen's four-year reign by a
narrow margin of just two points.

Major Tournament Results &
Hosting News

Hockey: Germany claimed its record-extending
8th FIH Men's Junior Hockey World Cup title in
Tamil Nadu (December 2025). India secured the
bronze medal after a dramatic comeback victory
against Argentina in the third-place match.

Squash: India made history by winning the 2025
Squash World Cup in Chennai, defeating top seeds
Hong Kong, China, in the final. The event was co-
organized by the World Squash Federation and the
Squash Rackets Federation of India.

Kho Kho: The Commonwealth Sports has
officially approved India to host the first-ever
Commonwealth Kho Kho Championship from March
9 to 14, 2026. The event is expected to feature 16
men's and 16 women's teams from across the globe.

Cricket Tributes & Infrastructure

Maharaja Yadavindra Singh Stadium: in a
tribute to Punjab’s cricketing icons, two stadium
stands were named after Yuvraj Singh and
Harmanpreet Kaur at the international stadium in
Mullanpur. The inauguration was performed by
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann ahead of a T20I match
against South Africa.

GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

In 2025, the Government of India significantly Viksit
Bharat 2047 vision. Here is a formal summary of the
latest updates related to key government schemes:

1. Education & Skill Development

PM-USHA (Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar

Shiksha Abhiyan): This centrally sponsored
scheme has been revitalized to align with NEP 2020.
With a total outlay of ¥12,926 crore (2023-2026), it
focuses on enhancing graduate employability and
supporting state-run institutions in achieving NAAC
accreditation. In 2025, a special emphasis was
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placed on digital pedagogy and Al-enabled
education.

Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY): As of late
2025, the scheme has crossed a significant milestone
with over X3.25 lakh crore in total deposits. The
current interest rate remains attractive at 8.2%
(compounded annually), continuing its role as a
premier tax-free investment for the long-term
education and marriage needs of the girl child.

2. Social Justice & Employment

PM-AJAY (Pradhan Mantri Anusuchit

Jaati Abhyuday Yojana): Launched in 2021 by
the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, this
100% centrally sponsored scheme achieved a
milestone in December 2025, with over 12,964
villages declared as "Adarsh Grams." The scheme
focuses on infrastructure, skill development, and
building hostels for Scheduled Caste (SC)
communities.

Employee - Enrollment Scheme 2025:

Union Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya
launched this one-time special window (Nov 2025 -
April 2026) to encourage employers to voluntarily
register previously left-out workers under the EPFO.
It offers relief by waiving retrospective employee
shares and imposing only a nominal penalty of ¥100.

3. Infrastructure & Innovation

Modified UDAN Scheme: The Ministry of Civil
Aviation has proposed a massive 30,000 crore
outlay to extend regional air connectivity beyond
April 2027. The plan aims to build 120 new
destinations, with a significant focus on heliports
and water aerodromes in hilly and North-Eastern
regions.

RDI Scheme 2025 (Research,
Development, and Innovation): Launched

Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru

with a landmark X1 lakh crore corpus, this scheme
provides long-term, low-interest loans to the private
sector. It is modeled after the US DARPA and aims to
build India's "Deep-Tech" capabilities in sunrise
sectors like quantum computing and green
hydrogen.

4. Agriculture & Livelihood

National Beekeeping and Honey Mission

(NBHM): Implemented by the National Bee Board,
this mission is driving the "Sweet Revolution." By
late 2025, India has emerged as the world's 2nd
largest honey exporter. The Madhukranti Portal now
tracks over 14,000 beekeepers to ensure traceability
and quality for global markets.
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Detailed Analysis of Recent
Current Affairs: Multiple Choice
Format

Q.1. Which organization recently received SEBI
approval to operate its sponsored Highway Infra
Investment Trust (RIIT) as a public InvIT?

A. National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)

B. National Investment and Infrastructure Fund
(NIIF)

C. Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC)

D. Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services
(IL&FS)

1.A

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)
has received approval from the Securities and
Exchange Board of India to convert its sponsored
Highway Infra Investment Trust (RIIT) into an
Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT), a major
step towards strengthening NHAI's asset
monetisation programme.

Q.2. Which phase of the fast-track cheque clearance
system has recently been suspended by the RBI?

A. Phase-1
B. Phase-2
C. Phase-3
D. Phase-4
2.B

The Reserve Bank of India has extended a crucial
deadline to speed up check clearance. The RBI has
postponed Phase 2 of the system, which was
scheduled to be implemented on January 3, 2026,
until further notice. Under this phase, banks were
required to approve or reject checks within three
hours of receiving the check image.

Q.3. IFSCA recently approved regulatory relaxations
primarily for what purpose?

A. Export promotion

B. Ease of doing business and global financial
services

C. MSME financing
D. Currency stabilization
3.B

IFSCA (International Financial Services Centres
Authority) has approved regulatory relaxations
aimed at promoting 'Ease of Doing Business' and
strengthening India's position as a global financial
hub by providing a simple and unified regulatory
framework for global financial services in GIFT City,
India. These relaxations ensure easy access to
international financial markets and bring together
diverse sectors such as banking, insurance, capital
markets and fintech under a single regulator
(IFSCA), eliminating the need to deal with multiple
regulators.

Q.4. Recently, DFCCIL signed an agreement with
which institution to refinance a foreign currency
loan of X10,000 crore?

A. State Bank of India

B. Reserve Bank of India

C. Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC)
D. World Bank

4.C

DFCCIL (Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of
India Limited) has signed an agreement with the
Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC). This
agreement is to refinance a foreign currency loan of
10,000 crore taken from the World Bank. IRFC will
provide a term loan of approximately 39,821 crore
to DFCCIL in rupees. This is expected to save the
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government 32,700 crore in interest costs and
reduced exchange rate risk.

Q.5. Which bank recently launched the 'Digital
Merchant Cash Advance Loan' for MSMEs?

A. HDFC Bank
B. ICICI Bank
C. Axis Bank

D. Canara Bank
5.C

Axis Bank has launched a new digital loan product
for small businesses and shopkeepers called the
Digital Merchant Cash Advance Loan. This loan is
specifically designed for micro, small, and medium
businesses (MSMEs), where loan approval and
disbursement are based on the business's daily cash
inflow.

Q.6. The Union Cabinet recently approved the Delhi
Metro Phase-V project at an approximate cost of:

A.X8,500 crore
B.X10,000 crore
C.%12,014.91 crore
D. 15,000 crore
6.C

The Union Cabinet chaired by Narendra Modi has
approved three new corridors under the Delhi Metro
Phase V(A). The decision aims to strengthen
connectivity in Central Delhi, South Delhi and the
Domestic Airport Area, as well as promote clean and
efficient public transport in the national capital. The
approved Phase V(A) project spans 16.076 km and
is estimated to cost ¥12,014.91 crore, jointly funded
by the Government of India, the Government of
Delhi, and international funding agencies.

Q.7. Which organization implements the PM-YUVA
3.0 scheme?

A. Sahitya Akademi

B. National Council of Educational Research and
Training

C. National Book Trust (NBT)
D. Indian Council for Cultural Relations
7.C

The PM-YUVA 3.0 scheme (Prime Minister's Scheme
for Mentoring Young Writers) is implemented by the
National Book Trust (NBT), India, under the
Ministry of Education, Government of India. Its
objective is to nurture young literary talent by
providing mentorship, scholarships, and publication
support to writers under the age of 30.

Q.8. What is the 'Samudra Pratap’ vessel recently
inducted by the Indian Coast Guard?

A. Offshore Patrol Vessel
B. Missile Interceptor Ship
C. Pollution Control Vessel
D. Research Vessel

8.C

The Indian Coast Guard has achieved a major
milestone in protecting the marine environment by
inducting its first Pollution Control Vessel (PCV),
Samudra Pratap. The vessel was officially handed
over to Goa Shipyard Limited, showcasing India's
growing indigenous shipbuilding and pollution
control capabilities.

Q.9. When will India become the Chair of the
Kimberley Process (KP)?

A.July 1,2025
B. October 1 2025
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C. 1]January 2026
D. 26 January 2026
9.C

India will assume the prestigious Chairpersonship of
the Kimberley Process (KP) from January 1, 2026.
This marks a significant milestone in the country's
global economic and diplomatic engagement. The
decision, taken at the Kimberley Process Plenary,
further solidifies India's growing position as a
responsible leader in ethical trade, transparency,
and sustainable sourcing. This will be the third time
India has been entrusted with the Chairpersonship
of this important international system.

Q.10. Which company is recently setting up wholly-
owned subsidiaries in Indonesia and Luxembourg?

A. PhonePe

B. Paytm (One97 Communications Limited)
C. Razorpay

D. Tata Digital

10.B

One97 Communications Ltd. has approved the
incorporation of two wholly-owned subsidiaries in
Indonesia and Luxembourg through Paytm Cloud
Technologies Ltd. (PCTL), the company said, adding
that this is part of its previously announced plan to
enter certain international markets.

Q.11. Where was India's first indigenous water-
soluble fertilizer (WSF) pilot plant recently
completed?

A.Pune
B. Nagpur
C. Indore
D. Bhopal
11.B

India has completed its first indigenous water-
soluble fertilizer (WSF) pilot plant in Nagpur. This is
a major step towards reducing the country's import
dependence on specialized fertilizers. Anupam
Agnihotri, Director of the Jawaharlal Nehru
Aluminum Research Development and Design
Center (JNARDDC), inaugurated Phase I of the
Water-Soluble Fertilizer Pilot Plant in Nagpur.

Q.12. Which bank recently launched the UPI-based
digital payment application 'Canara ailPe'?

A. Bank of Baroda

B. State Bank of India

C. Punjab National Bank
D. Canara Bank

12.D

Canara Bank has launched a new Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) app, Canara AllPe, for digital
transactions. The app allows users to link accounts
with any bank and use a single platform for regular
payments. According to the bank, the app is designed
for everyday use and is suitable for users with
varying degrees of knowledge about digital payment
systems.

Q.13. Researchers from which IIT have recently
developed 'AILA’, an Al agent capable of performing
real-world scientific experiments?

A. IIT Bombay
B.IIT Madras
C.IIT Delhi

D. IIT Kanpur
13.C

Researchers at [IT Delhi have developed an Al-based
lab assistant, AILA (Artificially Intelligent Lab
Assistant). This Al works on an agentic framework
and can conduct scientific experiments. It features a
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chat interface where English instructions are
translated into code and experiments are
performed. AILA could make scientific research
more efficient and faster.

Q.14. The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power Plant,
which is poised to restart recently, is located in
which country?

A. South Korea
B.Japan

C. China

D. Germany
14.B

The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power Plant is in
Japan, and is being restarted after being shut down
for nearly 15 years following the Fukushima
accident, making it crucial to the country's energy
security.

Q.15. Vinod Kumar Shukla, who recently passed
away, was a renowned writer in which language?

A. Bengali
B. Marathi
C. Hindi
D. Odia
15.C

Vinod Kumar Shukla, a renowned and sensitive
writer of modern Hindi literature, passed away in
Raipur. He was 89 years old and had been battling
age-related health problems for a long time. His
creative journey was marked by simplicity,
emotional depth, and a quiet human sensitivity,
which gave a unique identity to Hindi prose.
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