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Dear Aspirants,

We invite you to subscribe to our WhatsApp &

You tube channel and activate the notification Lutyens' statue to be replaced by C
bell to receive updates on job openings and Rajagopalachari statue at Rashtrapati
current affairs. Bhavan

This significant change at Rashtrapati Bhavan
reflects a broader national movement toward
"mental decolonization." By replacing the
likeness of the man who designed the building
with the man who was the first Indian to lead
from within it, the government is signaling a
shift in how India views its own history and
constitutional identity.

The Announcement and Ceremony

e Announcement: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi first announced the replacement
during his 131st 'Mann Ki Baat' address on
Sunday, February 22, 2026.

e The Unveiling: On Monday, February 23,
2026, President Droupadi Murmu officially
unveiled the bust of C. Rajagopalachari.

e Location: The new bust is located at the
Grand Open Staircase near Ashok Mandap,
strategically placed directly opposite the
statue of Mahatma Gandhi to symbolize their
close historic bond.
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Strategic Significance

The Prime Minister framed this move as part of
the 'Panch-Pran’ (five pledges), specifically the
goal to remove all traces of a colonial mindset.

Edwin Lutyens C. Rajagopalachari
Fediure (Former) (New)
Identi British Architect of ||First Indian
ty New Delhi Governor-General
Colonial Sovereign Indian
Symbolism||craftsmanship & g. .
.. . leadership & service
administration
"Lutyens' Delhi" Freedom fighter,
Legacy (often linked to scholar, and
elitism) statesman

"The fact that Rajaji's bust will be positioned
where Edwin Lutyens' bust used to stand is a
crucial detail, making it an important act of
mental decolonisation." — PM Narendra Modi

Upcoming Events: 'Rajaji Utsav'

To celebrate the legacy of Chakravarti
Rajagopalachari (affectionately known as
"Rajaji"), a series of commemorative events are
being held:

o Exhibition: A special photo-and-book
exhibition detailing Rajaji’'s life and
contributions is open to the public from
February 24 to March 1, 2026, at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre.

e Focus: The exhibition highlights his
multifaceted career as a lawyer, a close
associate of Mahatma Gandhi, and his role in
translating ancient Indian scriptures like the
Ramayana and Mahabharata.
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Knowledge Check for Proficienc

1. According to the text, which historical
figure's statue is set to be replaced at
Rashtrapati Bhavan?

A) Lord Mountbatten

B) Edwin Lutyens

C) Herbert Baker

D) Queen Victoria

2. Who has been chosen to be honored with a
new statue at the highest constitutional
residence?

A) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

B) B.R. Ambedkar

C) C. Rajagopalachari

D) Subhash Chandra Bose

3. During which platform did the Prime
Minister reportedly make this announcement?

A) Independence Day Address
B) Republic Day Parade

C) ‘Mann Ki Baat’

D) Joint Session of Parliament

4, What is the primary objective behind this
move as stated in the text?

A) To modernize the architecture of
Rashtrapati Bhavan
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B) To shed colonial symbols and honor national accountability. It's one thing to build fast, but as
icons anyone who has hit a pothole on a brand-new

road knows, building to last is the real challenge.
C) To celebrate the anniversary of the

Constitution Here is a breakdown of how this initiative
changes the Ilandscape of Indian road
D) To promote international tourism construction:
The Tech Behind the Vans
Answer Key

The Mobile Quality Control Vans (MQCVs)
Question||Answer aren't just transport vehicles; they are
sophisticated laboratories on wheels. By using

1 B) Edwin LutySns Non-Destructive Testing (NDT), they can assess

> O) C. Rajagopalachari th'e health of a road without damaging the newly
laid surface.

3 C) ‘Mann Ki Baat’

o Pavement Quality: Checking the thickness
B) To shed colonial symbols and honor and density of asphalt or concrete layers.
national icons

o Structural Integrity: Using sensors to detect
internal voids or weak spots that could lead
to future cracks.

e Material Testing: Ensuring the "recipe" of
the road matches the approved standards

Govt Launches Mobile Labs to Check Tight there on the spot.

National Highway Standards
Transparency via the National Highway Quality

Monitoring Portal

The integration of a digital portal is the "teeth"
of this initiative. By linking the vans with real-
time GPS tracking, the ministry ensures:

1. Verified Presence: No more "ghost
inspections"—the portal proves the van was
actually at the site.

2. Instant Data Uploads: Results are sent to a

It sounds like India’s highway infrastructure is central database immediately, making it
getting a much-needed "tech upgrade.”" Moving much harder for contractors to tamper with
from manual, delayed inspections to real-time, quality reports.

on-site mobile labs is a massive leap for
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3. Accountability: Underperforming stretches
can be flagged instantly, allowing for
corrective measures before the project is
finalized.

Pilot Phase Coverage

The selection of the four pilot states provides a
diverse testing ground for different terrains and
climates:

State Strategic Importance

Testing durability in extreme heat and

Rajasthan .
J desert conditions.

High-traffic industrial corridors and coastal

Gujarat ||} idity.
Karnataka Challenglrllg hilly terrains and heavy
monsoon impacts.
Odisha Monitoring 1nfrastfucture resilience against
cyclones and flooding.
Why This Matters

By shifting the focus from quantity (kilometers
per day) to quality (durability and safety), the
MoRTH is effectively trying to reduce long-term
maintenance costs. A road that lasts 15 years
instead of 5 is a much better use of taxpayer
money.

Knowledge Check for Proficienc

1. Which Ministry is responsible for the launch
of Mobile Quality Control Vans (MQCVs) to
monitor highway construction?

A) Ministry of Urban Development

B) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH)

C) Ministry of Rural Development

D) Ministry of Infrastructure and Logistics

2. In which of the following states have the pilot
runs for the Mobile Quality Control Vans NOT
been started?

A) Rajasthan
B) Karnataka
C) Maharashtra
D) Odisha

3. What is the primary purpose of the "National
Highway Quality Monitoring Portal" mentioned
in the initiative?

A) To collect toll taxes electronically

B) To provide real-time traffic updates to
commuters

C) To enhance transparency and accountability
through real-time GPS tracking

D) To allow citizens to book roadside assistance

4, What type of technology do the MQCVs utilize
to ensure road standards without damaging the
existing structure?

A) Destructive Material Testing

B) Manual visual inspections only

C) Advanced non-destructive testing tools
D) Satellite-only imaging

5. According to the initiative, the government’s
focus is shifting from simply expanding the road
network to which of the following?

A) Maximizing toll revenue
B) Ensuring quality, safety, and durability

C) Reducing the number of vehicles on the road

Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru Pape | 4

@ www.spard-ha.guru
No 8, 24th Block Manasi Nagar Beside of Bliss
0 serviced Apartment, Mysuru, Karnataka 570029

info@spardha.guru
90711 54445, 90711 64446, 90711 74447



10 Years of Excellence

Sxim?rbd)

Spardhaguru India Private Limited

o spardhaguru2022 é Spardhaguru Current affairs

ﬂ SpardhaGuru

(@Spardha.guru 7 www.spardha.guru

X Spardhagurul

Spardhaguru India Private Limited
CURRENT AFFAIRS ON 26 FEBRUARY- 2026

'S

Ve d@

Mathematics

D) Privatizing all existing highways

Answer Key

Question||Correct Answer
B (Ministry of Road Transport and
1 .
Highways)
5 C (Maharashtra — the pilots are in R], GJ, KA,
and OD)
C (Enhance transparency and accountability
3 .
via GPS)
4 C (Advanced non-destructive testing tools)
5 B (Quality, safety, and durability)

Netherlands Gets Youngest-Ever Prime
Minister in Rob Jetten

That is a historic milestone for the Netherlands!
Rob Jetten's appointment indeed marks a

generational and cultural shift in Dutch

leadership.

At 38 years old, Jetten has broken a record that
stood for over a century, becoming the youngest
Prime Minister in Dutch history (surpassing

Ruud Lubbers, who was 43 when he took office
in 1982). His swearing-in on February 23, 2026,
at Huis ten Bosch Palace officially concludes a
period of significant political turbulence
following the collapse of the previous
administration.

The New Political Landscape

Jetten’s path to the premiership was anything
but simple. After the October 2025 snap
elections, his party, Democrats 66 (D66),
emerged as a leading force, narrowly edging out
Geert Wilders' PVV in a result that surprised
many pollsters.

o Minority Coalition: Jetten leads a minority
government alongside the VVD (liberal-
conservative) and the CDA (Christian
Democrats).

o The Numbers Game: With only 66 seats in
the 150-seat House of Representatives, his
cabinet will have to negotiate on a "case-by-
case" basis with opposition parties to pass
major legislation.

e The Predecessor: He succeeds Dick Schoof,
whose independent-led government was
one of the shortest-lived in modern Dutch
history, falling after less than a year of
effective governance.

A Symbolic Milestone

While the Netherlands has long been a global
pioneer in LGBTQ+ rights—being the first
country to legalize same-sex marriage in
2001—]Jetten is the first openly gay person to
hold the country's highest office.

His partner, Nicolas Keenan, an Argentine
Olympic field hockey star, has also made
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headlines as the nation's first "First Gentleman." 3. Where did the swearing-in ceremony take
Their engagement in late 2024 was a widely place?

lebrated | milest that ded
celebrated personal milestone that precede A) The Binnenhof
this political win.
What's Next for the Jetten Cabinet? BIbedcgRales

The "honeymoon phase" will likely be short. The Y LLILosen P e

new government has inherited a plate full of D) Royal Palace of Amsterdam

high-stakes challenges: . ! . )
4. Rob Jetten's appointment is historically

1. Climate Action: As a former Climate significant for being the first Dutch Prime
Minister, Jetten is expected to push for Minister who is:

aggressive green energy reforms.
- . . A) A former professional athlete

2. Spending Cuts: The coalition has already B) Ovenl
proposed €16.5 billion in cuts to healthcare ) Openly gay
and social security to balance the budget. C) Under the age of 30

3. Migration: He must navigate a divided D) From a non-European background
parliament to find a middle ground on
asylum rules, a topic that caused the
previous government's collapse.

i A) Geert Wild
Knowledge Check for Proficienc YA

B) Thierry Baudet

5. Which populist leader did Rob Jetten
narrowly defeat in the October election battle?

1. Who has officially become the youngest Prime

Minister in the history of the Netherlands? BRI SUAGLE

A) Geert Wilders D) Marine Le Pen

B) Mark Rutte Answer Key
C) Rob Jetten Question Correct Key Fact
Answer

D) Sigrid Kaag

1 C Rob Jetten is 38 years old, the
2. Which political party does Rob Jetten lead? youngest ever.
A) PVV (Party for Freedom) 2 B He represents the D66 party.
B) D66 3 C The ceremony was held at Huis
C) VVD (People's Party for Freedom and s oo shRaace infheTbagt
Democracy)

D) CDA (Christian Democratic Appeal)
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Question
Answer

He is the first openly gay Prime

4 B Minister of the Netherlands. in NewiDelhi:
_ The Global Al Summit Roadmap
He moved quickly to form a
5 A government after defeating The baton for hosting the world's premier Al

Wilders governance summit has been officially passed

for the next two years:

Note: Just a quick "peer-to-peer" heads-up:
while this scenario describes a fascinating Host

- . . ] Year || .. Key Focus Areas
political shift, as of early 2024, Dick Schoof is the City/Country y
actual Prime Minister of the Netherlands r—— e
following the 2023 elections. Rob Jetten is a 2026][ crr DS TC ISR o Ol
. India Digital Public Infrastructure.
prominent leader of D66, but the events
described above appear to be a hypothetical or Geneva, International law, fundamental
. 2027 . ) .
"future-dated" exercise! Switzerland rights, and ethical governance.
United Arab Advance<.i technology .
2028 ) cooperation and strategic
Emirates ;
investment.

] . Switzerland: The Return to Geneva
Geneva to Host Al Summit 2027 & UAE in

2028 Switzerland's selection of Geneva as the 2027
host is highly strategic. As a ‘"city of
multilateralism,” Geneva is home to the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
and various UN agencies.

o Ethics & Rights: President Parmelin
emphasized that the 2027 summit will focus
on how international law and fundamental
rights apply to Al development.

o Partnership with UAE: Interestingly, the

The announcement of the upcoming Al Summits
for 2027 and 2028 marks a significant moment
in global tech diplomacy, cementing a transition
of leadership from the Global South back to
Europe and then to the Middle East.

UAE will not just wait for 2028; they will act
as a partner host for the Geneva summit in
2027 to ensure a seamless transition of
global policy goals.
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Strengthening Ties with India A) World Economic Forum

The announcement also highlighted the B) Al Impact Summit at Bharat Mandapam
deepening Swiss-Indian strategic partnership.

Following the Trade and Economic Partnership U e ol e oy

Agreement (TEPA) that came into effect in D) G20 Tech Summit
October 2025, the two nations are now looking . X
to ali _ 3. Which country has been confirmed to host the
o align on: g
Al Summit in 20287

o Responsible Innovation: Balancing the need i

for rapid tech growth with safety and G

responsibility. B) Switzerland
o Investment: Discussions included a new C) United Arab Emirates (UAE)

Bilateral Investment Treaty to boost Swiss

tech investments in India. D) South Korea

4. The partnership.approach for the upcoming
summits specifically focuses.on.which aspect of
By moving from India (2026) to Switzerland Artificial Intelligence?

(2027) and then the UAE (2028), the global
community is attempting to create a balanced
framework. It bridges the gap between the B) Ethical and inclusive Al governance
developmental needs of the Global South
(India), the regulatory and human-rights-

Why the Sequence Matters

A) Military application and defense

C) Cryptocurrency and blockchain integration

focused approach of Europe (Switzerland), and D) Maximizing hardware manufacturing speed
the high-investment, infrastructure-heavy _ _
ambitions of the Middle East (UAE). 5. The growing engagement in Al governance

reflects a strengthening strategic partnership

Knowledge Check for Proficienc between Switzerland and which other nation?

1. Which city has been officially announced as By
the host for the Al Summit in 20277 B) India
A) Dubai C) France
B) New Delhi D) China
C) Geneva Ved® g
i h .
D) Zurich W«'\imﬂ'{)d)
m Spa.rdh India P Li :‘u.a“ b
2. Swiss President Guy Parmelin made the

announcement regarding the 2027 Summit
during which event?
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Answer Key His  background at DMEO—the body
responsible for monitoring the progress and
Question Correct Key Fact efficacy of every major government scheme—
Answer suggests that NITI Aayog's new phase will focus
Geneva will host the 2027 edition heavily on accountability and evidence-based
1 C . 1i
of the summit. policy.

The announcement was made on Corporate Hierarchy Structure

2 B the sidelines of the Al Impact e et
Summit in New Delhi.

3 C The UAE is confirmed as the host —
for 2028. i

Chief hudit

Erecutive
QAE

Chief Finanial . Chief Data. Chief Business
Officer (hl?f‘()%nc\ep:!an(e Officer Development
NS 0 | Offcer

The core focus is on ethical and
inclusive governance.

Chief:
Communications
Officer

The move highlights Switzerland’s

—_— —_—
5 B . . . : Marketing Audit Accounting Compliance
deepening ties with India

Marketing Management Team Audit and Compliance Management Team

\ 4 \//] b

\ y . \ »

Communications Graphics Presentation Accounting Audit Operations Office

N . dh . Chh . bb T k Ch N ITI Staff Staff Staff Staff Staff Staff Staff

Aayog CEO After BVR Subrahmanyam’s
Term Ends

Shutterstock
Key Priorities for NITI Aayog in 2026

Under Chhibber's tenure, the think tank is
expected to pivot toward several critical "Vision
2047" goals:

e Sub-National Cooperative Federalism:
Strengthening the relationship between the
Centre and States, specifically helping
lagging states improve their Sustainable

P Development Goal (SDG) scores.
Transitioning from his role as the Director General

of the Development Monitoring and Evaluation o Tech-Driven Governance: Leveraging his

Office (DMEO), Chhibber brings a data-driven and experience with digital monitoring tools to

"impact-first” approach to the think tank. integrate Al and Big Data into national
planning.

The Significance of Chhibber’s Leadership
Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru Pake | 9
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e C(Climate & Energy Transition: Overseeing the
massive policy shifts required for India’s
"Net Zero" commitments while maintaining
industrial growth.

o Middle-Income Trap Avoidance: Designing
policies that ensure India’s transition from a
developing to a developed economy doesn't
stagnate.

The Transition from the Previous Guard

Chhibber takes the baton during a period of high
economic  momentum. While previous
leadership focused on "Ease of Doing Business"
and foundational infrastructure, the 2026 era is
likely to be defined by:

1. Quality of Life Metrics: Moving beyond GDP
to measure success through health,
education, and air quality.

2. Private Sector Integration: Making it easier
for the private sector to participate in
national strategic projects through Public-
Private Partnerships (PPP).

Comparative Perspective: From DMEO to NITI
Aayog

Feature DMEO NITI Aayog T ¢
(Previous Role) ||(New Role) DLACIUERICIOfeSSOn
: 4, The transition of leadership for NITI Aayog is
Evaluating Designing scheduled to take place in which year?
Primary Goal|lexisting future policies
schemes. P ' A) 2024
" B) 2025
Focus "Did it work?" What Sho,}ﬂd
we do next? C) 2026
Internal States, Global D) 2027
Stakeholders G(.)V.ernment Think Tanks, & 5. NITI Aayog is primarily known as India’s:
Ministries. Industry.
Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru Pagp

Knowledge Check for Proficienc

1. Who has been appointed to step into a major
leadership role at NITI Aayog in 20267?

A) Rajiv Kumar

B) B.V.R. Subrahmanyam
C) Chhibber

D) Amitabh Kant

2. Before joining NITI Aayog, Chhibber served as
the Director General of which organization?

A) National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)

B) Development Monitoring and Evaluation
Office (DMEO)

C) Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
D) Central Statistical Organisation (CSO)

3. What is the professional background of the
new appointee, Chhibber?

A) Senior Economist
B) Senior IAS Officer
C) Corporate CEO

Vedic
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A) Financial Regulatory Body

B) Central Election Commission
‘Boong’ Puts India on the Map with First-

Ever BAFTA Children’s Film Award
INDIA’S 1ST BAFTA: FARHAN

C) Policy Think Tank

D) Disaster Management Authority

Answer Key AKHTAR-BACKED BOONG WINS
= B T
Question . Key Fact \FTA 8 VestrTA 8 SR T ﬁu,;« @ (9BarTA 8
Answer A2
1 C Chhibber is the officer named for - : ® BAET
the new role. 1
2 B He was the Director General of the
DMEDO.
: - ; This is a monumental achievement for Indian
3 B He is a senior IAS (Indian . ) ]
Admi Tl i R cinema, especially for the North Eastern film
industry, which has often been
4 : The leadership phase begins in underrepresented on the global stage.
2026.
Winning a BAFTA is a massive feat, but doing so
NITI Aayog serves as the premier with a debut feature in Manipuri—a regional
5 c policy think tank of the language—sets a new benchmark for
Government of India. - ;
authenticity over big-budget spectacles.

The Historic Win: Boong at BAFTA 2026

The 79th British Academy Film Awards
(BAFTA) saw India making its mark in a
category traditionally dominated by major
Western animation and family studios.

e The Category: Best Children’s and Family
Film.

o The Milestone: First Indian film ever to win
this specific award.

e The Production: Directed by Lakshipriya
Devi, the film was backed by Excel
Entertainment (Farhan Akhtar and Ritesh
Sidhwani) and Chalkboard Entertainment.
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Why BoongStood Out

Set in the valley of Manipur, the film captures
the innocence of childhood against the backdrop
of complex geopolitical realities. It follows a
young boy named Boong who embarks on a
journey to find his father and surprise his
mother, hoping to bring happiness back to his
family.

Key reasons for its global success:

1. Universal Emotion: While the setting is
specific to Manipur, the theme of a child's
love for his family resonated globally.

2. Visual Storytelling: The film showcases the
breathtaking landscapes of the India-
Myanmar border, offering a fresh visual
palette to international audiences.

3. Regional Power: It proves that "the more
local you are, the more universal you
become."

The Impact of Big Backing

The involvement of Farhan Akhtar and Ritesh
Sidhwani played a crucial role in the film's
trajectory. Their support provided:

o Wider Distribution: Ensuring the film
reached international film festivals and the
BAFTA screening committees.

o Validation: Bringing mainstream industry
attention to stories from Manipur,
encouraging more producers to invest in
regional narratives.

India's 2026 Awards Momentum

With Boong winning at the BAFTAs, 2026 is
shaping up to be a "Golden Year" for Indian
cinema, similar to the 2023 "RRR" and "The

Elephant Whisperers" era. It signals a shift
where global juries are looking beyond
Bollywood to discover the rich diversity of
India's 22+ official languages.

Knowledge Check for Proficienc

1. At the BAFTA Awards 2026, the film Boong
created history by winning in which category?
A) Best Film Not in the English Language

B) Best Children’s and Family Film

C) Best Debut by a British Writer, Director or
Producer

D) Best Animated Film

2. Boong is-a debut feature film produced in
which Indian regional language?

A) Assamese
B) Bengali

C) Manipuri
D) Malayalam

3. Which of the following is true about Boong’s
achievement at the British Academy Film
Awards?

A) It is the second Indian film to win in its
category.

B) It was the sole Indian nominee at the 2026
awards.

C) It won the award for Best Original
Screenplay.

D) It was directed by Farhan Akhtar.

4. Which well-known Indian producers backed
the film Boong?
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A) Karan Johar and Aditya Chopra

B) Farhan Akhtar and Ritesh Sidhwani
C) Anurag Kashyap and Zoya Akhtar

D) S. S. Rajamouli and Shobu Yarlagadda

5. The win for Boong is particularly significant
because it marks:

A) The first time an Indian film has ever won a
BAFTA.

B) The first time an Indian film has won in the
Best Children’s and Family Film category.

C) The highest-grossing Indian film in the UK.

D) The first time a Manipuri film was dubbed
into English.

Answer Key
Question L Key Fact
Answer y

1 B It won the "Best Children’s and
Family Film" award.

2 C The film is in the Manipuri
language.
It was the only Indian film

3 B . .
nominated this year.
It was produced by Excel

4 B Entertainment (Akhtar &
Sidhwani).

5 B It is the first Indian film to win in
this specific category.
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IIT Madras Professor B Ravindran Joins

United Nations Al Scientific Panel

M MW T v
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This is a significant recognition for Indian
academia and the country's growing influence
in global Al governance. Professor B.
Ravindran’s appointment to the United Nations
Independent International Scientific Panel on Al
places an Indian voice at the heart of
international policy-making.

The panel is tasked with providing the UN with
neutral, evidence-based reports on the risks,
opportunities, and trajectories of Artificial
Intelligence globally.

Who is Professor B. Ravindran?

Professor Ravindran is a titan in the Indian Al
landscape. His work has consistently bridged
the gap between cutting-edge research and
ethical implementation.

o IIT Madras Leadership: He is the Head of the
Wadhwani School of Data Science and Al
India’s first such dedicated school at an IIT.
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o Ethical Advocacy: As the Founding Head of
the Centre for Responsible Al (CeRAI), he
has been a leading voice in ensuring that Al
development is fair, transparent, and safe.

o Research Excellence: He is globally
recognized  for  his research in
Reinforcement Learning and Data Mining.

The Role of the UN Scientific Panel

The appointment comes at a time when the
world is racing to regulate Al Professor
Ravindran will contribute to:

1. Risk Assessment: Evaluating the potential
socio-economic and security risks of
Frontier Al models.

2. Global Equity: Ensuring that the benefits of
Al are not concentrated in the West but also

serve the Global South (including countries
like India).

3. Standard Setting: Helping the UN create a
scientific consensus on how "Responsible
Al" should be defined and measured across
different nations.

Why This Appointment Matters

e Global Representation: Having a
representative from a premier Indian
institution like IIT Madras ensures that
India’s unique challenges (like digital divide
and multilingual AI) are considered in global
standards.

e Recognition of CeRAI: It validates the work
being done at the Centre for Responsible Al,
highlighting that India isn't just a consumer
of tech, but a leader in tech ethics.

o Strategic Influence: As Al becomes a tool of
geopolitics, such appointments allow India
to help shape the rules of the game rather
than just following them.

Quick Profile: Prof. B. Ravindran

Category Details
Cugrent IIT Madras
Institution
Primarv Roles Head, Wadhwani School of AlI;
y Founding Head, CeRAI
Specialization Reinforcement Learning, Ethical Al,
P Social Network Analysis
New Member, UN Scientific Panel on Al
Designation (2026)

That is an impressive milestone for Indian
academia. 'Here ‘are the Multiple Choice
Questions (MCQs) based on Professor B.
Ravindran's appointment to the UN panel.

Knowledge Check for Proficienc

1. Which IIT Madras Professor has been
appointed to the United Nations Independent
International Scientific Panel on Artificial
Intelligence?

A) V. Kamakoti

B) B. Ravindran

C) Raghunathan Rengaswamy
D) Bhaskar Ramamurthi

2. Professor B. Ravindran currently serves as
the Head of which school at IIT Madras?

A) School of Sustainability
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B) Robert Bosch Centre for Data Science and Al Answer Key
C) Wadhwani School of Data Science and Al Correct
Question Answer Key Fact
D) School of Interdisciplinary Studies
3. Besides his new UN role, Professor Ravindran 1 B Prof. _B'tRaVi“dran s it
. . . appointee.
is the Founding Head of which center at IIT o
Madras? ! C He heads the Wadhwani School

of Data Science and Al.
A) Centre for Responsible Artificial Intelligence 1

(CeRAI) He is the Founding Head of

. ) N CeRA], focusing on ethical Al

B) Centre for Quantum Information

C) Centre for Innovation (CFI) 4 C The p.anel focuses on Artificial
Intelligence.

D) Centre for Cybersecurity .
It is an Independent

4. The United Nations panel to which Professor 5 B International Scientific Panel

Ravindran has been appointed is specifically Fdegtheily

focused on:

,amwbd:

Sp rahaguru tnala Pri xumza
-

Basic Level
» Addition
> Sub
> Multiplic t
» Division

A) Climate Change Mitigation
B) Sustainable Agriculture I
C) Artificial Intelligence

Solve Any Problems Q

—

Advance Level
» Additios
> Subtractios

D) Space Exploration Governance

5. Professor B. Ravindran's appointment is Second S
significant because the panel is:

What will you learn |

>
» Square roots

A) Aregional task force for Asia in VEDIC Math? | - Cone

> Cube roots
|

- Grand Master Level
Addition
Subiraction

B) An Independent International Scientific
Panel

Multiplication
Division

Squares

Square roofts

Cube

Cube mots

Decimal & Fraction
HCF & LCM
simplification
Percentage

Profit & loss

simple inferest
Compound interest
Average

Ratio and proportion
Problems on numbers and ages

Worksheets And Doubt o
Solution Support

C) A private corporate advisory board

D) A student exchange regulatory body Vedic Math
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%
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B Detailed Analysis of Recent

Current Affairs: Multiple Choice

Format

Q.1. Who recently presented the Gujarat Budget
2026-27 in Gandhinagar?

A. Bhupendra Patel
B. Kanu Desai

C. Amit Shah

D. Nitin Patel

1.B

The Gujarat Budget 2026-27 was presented by
Finance Minister Kanu Desai in the Gandhinagar
Assembly. With a record expenditure of
408,053 crore, this budget is the largest in the
state's history. The government declared 2026
as "Gujarat Tourism Year" and placed special
emphasis on tourism, Al-based policing,
Olympic-level sports infrastructure, bus
expansion, police housing, highways, and health
coverage.

Q.2. Who recently presented the Madhya
Pradesh Budget 2026-27 in the state assembly?

A. Shivraj Singh Chouhan
B. Kailash Vijayvargiya

C. Jagdish Deora

D. Narottam Mishra

2.C

Madhya Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Jagdish Deora presented the
budget for the financial year 2026-27 in the
state assembly. Led by Chief Minister Dr. Mohan

Yadav, the budget totals over 34.38 lakh crore
and focuses primarily on infrastructure, Ladli
Bahu, agriculture, and education.

Q.3. Recently, India set a Guinness World Record
for the most valid pledges collected in 24 hours
for responsible Al use?

A. 150,000
B. 200,000
C. 225,946
D. 250,946
3.D

Union Minister for Electronics and Information
Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, announced
that India has successfully achieved the
Guinness World Records title for “Most Pledges
for Al Responsibility Campaign in 24 Hours.”
250,946 valid pledges were received in a span of
24 hours.

Q.4. The recently passed Gujarat Shops and
Establishments Amendment Bill 2026 allows
night shifts for whom?

A. Senior citizens

B. Women employees
C. Contract workers
D. Apprentices

4.B

In a significant policy move, the Gujarat
Assembly passed the Gujarat Shops and
Establishments (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
unanimously. The amendment allows women to
work night shifts, increases daily working hours
from nine to 10 hours, and increases overtime
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limits. Introduced by Labor, Skill Development,
and Employment Minister Kunwarji Bavaliya,
the bill replaces an ordinance issued in
December last year.

Q.5. The Indo-French Center for Al in Health was
recently launched at which institution?

A.IIT Delhi

B. NITI Aayog

C. AlIMS New Delhi
D. IISc Bengaluru
5.C

The Indo-French Centre for Al in Health (IF-
CAIH) was launched at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi. It was
inaugurated by French President Emmanuel
Macron and Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda to
advance Al-driven research, medical education,
and clinical innovation.

Q.6. The Sayyad-3G is a naval surface-to-air
missile recently developed by which country?

A. Israel
B. Russia
C.Iran
D. China
6.C

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy
tested the Sayyad-3G air defense missile. The
Sayyad-3G is a naval surface-to-air missile
developed by Iran. It is derived from the land-
based Sayyad-3 missile and modified for
maritime use. It provides medium-range air
defense for warships and naval vessels. It is

Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru Pagp

launched from a wvertical launch system,
providing 360-degree coverage. It can quickly
respond to aerial threats. It can intercept
warplanes, maritime patrol aircraft, and high-
altitude unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).

Q.7. With which organization did the Food
Corporation of India recently sign a 5-year MoU
for global food security?

A.FAO

B. UNICEF

C. World Bank

D. World Food Programme
7.D

The Food Corporation of India (FCI) has signed
a 5-year Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the World Food Programme (WFP) to
advance global food security and fight hunger.
Under this partnership, FCI will supply 200,000
metric tons of rice over 5 years to support
humanitarian aid operations in developing
countries.

Q.8. Who will surpass Walmart to become the
world's largest company by annual revenue in
20267

A. Apple

B. Amazon

C. Saudi Aramco
D. Microsoft
8.B

Amazon will surpass Walmart to become the
world's largest company by annual revenue in
2026. According to data released in February

@ www.spard-ha.guru
No 8, 24th Block Manasi Nagar Beside of Bliss
0 serviced Apartment, Mysuru, Karnataka 570029

info@spardha.guru
90711 54445, 90711 64446, 90711 74447



10 Years of Excellence

S?%m"bd’

Spardhaguru India Private Limited

o spardhaguru2022 ﬁ Spardhaguru Current affairs

ﬂ SpardhaGuru

'@Spardha.guru = www.spardha.guru

CURRENT AFFAIRS ON 26 FEBRUARY- 2026

X Spardhagurul

Vedic

Mathematics

2026, Amazon reported revenue of $717 billion
in 2025, compared to Walmart's $713.2 billion.
This would allow Amazon to surpass Walmart,
which had held the top spot for more than a
decade.

Q.9. In which northeastern state was a new
cobra lily species named Arisaema sieheiense
recently discovered?

A. Assam

B. Manipur

C. Mizoram

D. Nagaland
9.C

Researchers discovered a new Cobra Lily
species named Arisaema siahaense in Siaha
District of Mizoram, Northeast India. It is an
evergreen herb growing up to 1.08 metre (about
3.5 feet) tall. Cobra Lilies are known for spathe
shaped like a cobra hood. This species has an
exceptionally long spadix appendix up to 21
centimetre with brownish-green hair-like
bristles. It grows from a rounded tuber, not
creeping rootstock, and has exactly three leaf
segments.

Q.10. For whom did NPCI recently launch the
'UPI One World' wallet?

A. Rural users
B. MSMEs
C. International delegates of the Al Summit

D. Defense personnel

10.C

Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru Pagp

NPCI launches UPI One World Wallet service for
foreign visitors at India Al Impact Summit The
National Payments Corporation of India has
launched the UPI One World Wallet facility for
foreign visitors from over 40 countries
attending the India Al Impact Summit in New
Delhi.

Q.11. Which Al summit will Switzerland host?
A. Al Summit 2026

B. Al Summit 2027

C. Al Summit 2028

D. Al Summit 2029

11.B

Swiss President Guy Parmelin announced that
Switzerland will host the 2027 Al Summit in
Geneva. The United Arab Emirates will host the
2028 Al Summit. This move reflects
Switzerland's growing involvement in the
governance of artificial intelligence and its
strong strategic partnership with India.

Q.12. Where was the 16th edition of Exercise
Vajra Prahar recently held in India?

A. Himachal Pradesh
B. Uttarakhand

C. Rajasthan

D. Gujarat

12.A

The Indian Army and the United States Army
conducted the 16th edition of Exercise Vajra
Prahar at the Special Forces Training School in
Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh. This is a joint Special
Forces exercise between India and the United
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States. It aims to strengthen defense
cooperation and improve interoperability and
joint operational readiness. It promotes the
exchange of advanced special operations tactics,
techniques, and procedures (TTPs). The 16th
edition of this exercise will be held in 2026.
Training is conducted in realistic combat
situations.

Q.13. Which famous festival did Japan recently
cancel due to excessive tourism?

A. Snow Festival

B. Lantern Festival

C. Cherry Blossom Festival
D. Tanabata Festival

13.C

The Japanese cherry blossom festival near
Mount Fuji has been cancelled, with officials
citing poor tourist behaviour. Officials in the
central Japanese city of Fujiyoshida said they
will not host the Arakurayama Sengen Park
cherry blossom festival this year. The week-long
event has been held for the past 10 years and
attracts millions of tourists each year.

Q.14. Under which ISRO program was the
drogue parachute load test recently successful?

A. Chandrayaan
B. Gaganyaan
C. Aditya-L1

D. Shukrayaan
14.B

ISRO, in collaboration with DRDO, successfully
completed the Drogue Parachute Load Test for

the Gaganyaan program. The test, conducted at
the Rail Track Rocket Sled Facility of the
Terminal Ballistic Research Laboratory (TBRL)
in Chandigarh, is crucial for the safe return of
the Gaganyaan mission's astronauts.

Q.15. Which country recently announced its
withdrawal from the Ottawa Convention (Mine
Ban Treaty)?

A. Finland
B. Poland
C. Hungary
D. Romania
15.B

Poland has announced its withdrawal from the
Ottawa Convention so it can quickly deploy anti-
personnel landmines (APLs) along its eastern
borders if necessary. The Ottawa Convention,
also known as the Mine Ban Treaty, prohibits
the use, production, stockpiling, and transfer of
APLs.
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That is a fascinating rundown of Delhi’s layered
history! You've captured the transition from the
ancient, legendary roots of the Pandavas to the
pivotal battles that shaped the medieval era.

Since you are sharing facts about Bharat, it's
worth adding a little nuance to the legendary
rivalry between Prithviraj Chauhan and
Muhammad Ghori, as well as the city's modern
timeline.

Ancient Roots: Indraprastha

The connection between the Purana Qila (Old
Fort) and Indraprastha is a staple of Indian
tradition.

e The Legend: Pandavas transformed the
"Khandava Prastha" forest into a
magnificent city.

o The Archaeology: Interestingly, excavations
at Purana Qila have revealed "Painted Grey
Ware" pottery, which many historians
associate with the Iron Age period described
in the Mahabharata.

The Battles of Tarain

The conflict between Prithviraj Chauhan and
Muhammad Ghori is one of the most turning-
point moments in Indian history.

o First Battle of Tarain (1191): Prithviraj
decisively defeated Ghori.

e Second Battle of Tarain (1192): This is
where the tide turned. As you mentioned, a
lack of unity among regional Rajput kings—
most notably the rift with Jai Chandra of
Kanauj—Ileft Prithviraj’s forces vulnerable.

Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru Pagp

o Clarification: While folklore often mentions
17  battles, Persian and  Sanskrit
contemporary records (like the Prithviraj
Raso) vary on the exact number of
skirmishes, but they all agree on the tragic
significance of the 1192 defeat.

The "Seven Cities" of Delhi

Delhi wasn't just one city; it was many! Before it
became the capital of independent India, it
evolved through various incarnations:

1. Lal Kot/Qila Rai Pithora: The first city
(Prithviraj Chauhan’s capital).

2. Siri: Built by Alauddin Khilji.
3. Tughlagabad: Built by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq.

4. Jahanpanah: Built by Muhammad bin
Tughlagq.

5. Firoz Shah Kotla: Built by Firoz Shah
Tughlag.

6. Dinpanah/Shergarh:  Associated  with
Humayun and Sher Shah Suri (Purana Qila).

7. Shahjahanabad: The famous "Old Delhi"
(Red Fort area) built by Shah Jahan.

Modern Capital Status

While New Delhi became the capital of
independent India in 1947, the shift actually
started earlier. The British moved the capital
from Calcutta to Delhi in 1911, leading to the
construction of the "Lutyens' Delhi" we see
today.
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Knowledae Check for Proficienc 5. The Delhi Sultanate, which marks the

beginning of a major era in Delhi's history,
1. According to the Mahabharata, what was the spanned which period?

ancient name of Delhi? A) 1192-1206
A) Hastinapur B) 1206-1526
B) Indraprastha C) 1526-1857
C) Pataliputra

D) 1911-1947

D) Magadha 6. In which year was New Delhi officially
2. Which historical site in Delhi is believed to declared the capital of independent India?
have been the location of the Pandavas' palace? A) 1911

A) Red Fort B) 1930

B) Qutub Minar C) 1947

C) Purana Quila D) 1950

D) Humayun's Tomb Answer Key

3. How many times was Muhammad of Ghori

defeated by Prithviraj Chauhan before finally Question g‘:s;izi Key Historical Context
capturing the town?

: The Pandavas transformed a
A) 11 Taes 1 B barren island into the city of
B) 17 times Indraprastha.
C) 16 times Purana Quila (Old Fort) is

2 C traditionally linked to the

D) 5 times Pandavas.
4. What led to the eventual defeat and death of 3 i Prithviraj Chauhan defeated Ghori
the Rajput King Prithviraj Chauhan at the hands 16 times before the final battle.

of Ghori?

Internal disunity among Indian
A) Lack of support from other Indian kings 4 A kings weakened the defense

against Ghori.
B) Lack of advanced weaponry

. This era began after the fall of the
C) A natural disaster 5 B Rajput kingdoms and ended with
the Mughals.

D) A peaceful surrender
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Correct

Question
Answer

Key Historical Context

New Delhi became the capital
6 C immediately following India's
independence.

Dear Aspirants,

"We trust that this current affairs preparation
will be beneficial for your upcoming
examination. Consistent daily study of current
affairs is highly recommended. Should you have
any suggestions for improvement or feedback
regarding the class, please feel free to
communicate them. Your ideas are valuable, and
we welcome your assistance in helping us to
provide enhanced support in the future."

We wish best for your studies & Exams

Best Wishes

Murthy sir (MSM)

Aptitude Trainer

Spardhaguru Skill Edge Aptitude Academy
Spardhaguru India Pvt Ltd

Biggest E-learning platform for Competitive
Exams

Mysore - 570029
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