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24 June 2026 

Part 1: National & State News 

Q1. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

President Droupadi Murmu jointly laid the 

foundation stone for India's first commercial-

scale Coal-to-Ammonium Nitrate Project in June 

2026. At which of the following locations is this 

project being set up? 

A) Talcher, Odisha 

B) Lakhanpur, Odisha 

C) Korba, Chhattisgarh 

D) Singrauli, Madhya Pradesh 

Answer: B) Lakhanpur, Odisha 

Detailed Explanation: 

During a high-profile joint visit to Odisha on 

June 20–21, 2026, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and President Droupadi Murmu launched developmental projects worth over ₹47,600 
crore in Mayurbhanj and nearby regions. A 

monumental highlight of this visit was laying 

the foundation stone of India's first commercial-

scale Coal-to-Ammonium Nitrate Project at 

Lakhanpur, Odisha. Ammonium Nitrate is a 

critical component used extensively in the 

domestic explosives industry and infrastructure 

sectors. Gasifying domestic coal to create 

chemical intermediate products directly aligns 

with the Aatmanirbhar Bharat and National Coal 

Gasification Mission targets. 

Q2. Which of the following villages was officially 

announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 

June 2026 to be developed into a "Model Solar 

Village" where every household will be 

equipped for solar power generation? 

A) Modhera, Gujarat 

B) Pahadpur, Odisha 

C) Tarakeswar, West Bengal 

D) Bhoirymbong, Meghalaya 

Answer: B) Pahadpur, Odisha 

Detailed Explanation: 

During the presidential and prime ministerial 

joint itinerary in Odisha, PM Narendra Modi 

announced that Pahadpur village (the ancestral 

village of President Droupadi Murmu) will be 

systematically upgraded and developed as a 

Model Solar Village. Under this scheme, 

comprehensive solar infrastructure will be 

deployed so that 100% of the households 

generate their own clean, renewable solar 

energy. This is a milestone push under 

decentralized solarization models parallel to the 

PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana frameworks. 

Q3. The Ministry of Defence (MoD) in June 2026 

granted working permission to use 83.814 acres 

of defence land under the Artillery Centre for 

the development of the "Gandhi Sarovar 

Project". In which city is this project located? 

A) Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

B) Hyderabad, Telangana 

C) Wardha, Maharashtra 

D) Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 

Answer: B) Hyderabad, Telangana 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Ministry of Defence approved the 

transfer/working permission of 83.814 acres of 

prime defence land under the Artillery Centre at 

Bapu Ghat, Hyderabad, Telangana. The land, valued at approximately ₹533.42 crore, has 
been handed over to the Musi Riverfront 

Development Corporation Limited (MRDCL) to 

execute the historic and eco-centric Gandhi 

Sarovar Project. This project aims to rejuvenate 

the riverfront, foster urban eco-tourism, and 

honor Mahatma Gandhi's historical connection 

to the Bapu Ghat site where his ashes were 

immersed. 
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Q4. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

recently imposed a blanket ban on how many 

Fixed-Dose Combination (FDC) drugs in late 

June 2026 citing safety risks and lack of 

therapeutic justification? 

A) 12 

B) 14 

C) 16 

D) 24 

Answer: C) 16 

Detailed Explanation: 

To prevent the irrational use of medications and 

shield the public from potential health 

vulnerabilities, the Union Health Ministry 

issued a gazette notification banning 16 Fixed-

Dose Combination (FDC) drugs. FDCs are 

formulations containing two or more active 

pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) combined in 

a single fixed dose. An expert committee and the 

Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB) 

evaluated these drugs and concluded that they 

lacked therapeutic justification and posed 

avoidable health risks to consumers. 

Q5. "Paschimbanga Divas" (West Bengal Day) 

celebrations were formally attended by the 

Prime Minister in June 2026. Under which of the 

following themes was the event organized at 

Tarakeswar, Hooghly? 

A) West Bengal: Progress, Unity and Culture 

B) West Bengal: Heritage, Harmony and 

Development 

C) Bengal: Resilient, Green and Sustainable 

D) Ma Mati Manush: A Decade of Growth 

Answer: B) West Bengal: Heritage, Harmony 

and Development 

Detailed Explanation: 

During his official state visit to West Bengal 

from June 20–21, 2026, PM Narendra Modi 

participated in the Paschimbanga Divas 

celebrations organized at Tarakeswar in the 

Hooghly district. The theme for the 2026 

celebrations was “West Bengal: Heritage, Harmony and Development”. Concurrently, the 

Prime Minister dedicated to the nation and laid 

foundations for multiple developmental 

projects spanning crucial sectors such as Indian 

Railways, agriculture, animal husbandry, and 

rural development in the state. 

Part 2: International Relations & 

Global News 

Q6. The International Maritime Organization 

(IMO) alongside regional coastal states 

announced a major, unprecedented emergency 

evacuation plan in June 2026 to extract 11,000 

seafarers stranded due to geopolitical conflicts. 

Which water body are these ships stranded in? 

A) Red Sea 

B) Persian Gulf 

C) Black Sea 

D) South China Sea 

Answer: B) Persian Gulf 

Detailed Explanation: 

Amid escalating military hostilities in West Asia, 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez 

announced a highly complex, large-scale 

humanitarian and maritime operation to 

evacuate all commercial ships and 11,000 

seafarers currently stranded in the Persian Gulf. 

The complex maritime operation is being 

meticulously coordinated with key regional 

coastal states including Oman and Iran, along 

with international navies, the United States, and 

global shipping consortiums to guarantee safe 

passage through highly volatile choke points. 
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Q7. In June 2026, the United States Senate took 

a historic legislative step by passing a War 

Powers resolution with a 50-48 vote margin. 

This resolution was explicitly aimed at blocking 

unilateral military action against which nation? 

A) Russia 

B) Iran 

C) Yemen 

D) North Korea 

Answer: B) Iran 

Detailed Explanation: 

In a rare and stunning legislative turnaround, 

the U.S. Senate approved a War Powers 

resolution (50-48) intended to block the 

executive branch from pursuing unchecked, 

unilateral military actions against Iran without 

express congressional funding and statutory 

authorization. The vote served as a powerful legislative check on President Donald Trump’s administration, signaling Congress’s strict 
intent to assert its constitutional authority over 

war-making powers amid ongoing West Asian 

military conflicts. 

Q8. A catastrophic industrial explosion occurred 

at the massive Ras Laffan industrial complex in 

late June 2026, sparking widespread concerns 

over global energy supply chains. Where is Ras 

Laffan situated? 

A) Saudi Arabia 

B) Qatar 

C) United Arab Emirates 

D) Kuwait 

Answer: B) Qatar 

Detailed Explanation: 

Ras Laffan Industrial City, located in Qatar, is 

one of the world's absolute largest hubs for 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) production and 

export. In late June 2026, a major industrial 

explosion rocked a section of the gas treatment 

facilities there. Because Qatar is a cornerstone 

supplier of global LNG to European and Asian 

economies, the accident triggered immediate 

price volatility in energy bourses over potential 

short-to-medium-term disruptions in 

international supply lines. 

Q9. For the first time in its financial history, 

India was elected to step into a key global 

financial leadership role within the Financial 

Action Task Force (FATF) in June 2026. Which 

post did India secure? 

A) President 

B) Vice-President 

C) Executive Secretary 

D) Chief Legal Adviser 

Answer: B) Vice-President 

Detailed Explanation: 

In a major diplomatic and economic victory acknowledging India’s rigid financial regulatory 
frameworks, India was elected as the Vice-

President of the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) for the first time. The FATF is the global 

money laundering and terrorist financing 

watchdog based out of Paris. Holding the Vice-

Presidency empowers India to play a decisive 

role in shaping global standards to counter illicit 

financing, track cross-border hawala channels, 

and monitor grey/black-list enforcement. 

Part 3: Economics, Banking & 

Corporate Affairs 

Q10. In June 2026, the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) revamped the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 

scheme guidelines. According to the revised 

framework, banks must waive collateral 

security and margin requirements for 

agricultural and allied sector loans up to what 

threshold per borrower? 
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A) ₹1 Lakh B) ₹1.6 Lakh C) ₹2 Lakh D) ₹3 Lakh Answer: C) ₹2 Lakh 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released its 

updated, streamlined operational guidelines for 

the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme. To deeply 

incentivize small and marginal farmers and 

improve credit flow into rural allied sectors, the 

RBI directed all commercial and regional rural 

banks to completely exempt agricultural and allied activity loans up to ₹2 lakh per borrower 
from collateral security and margin 

requirements. Previously, the standard 

threshold for collateral-free agricultural lending was kept at ₹1.6 lakh. 
Q11. Under the revised Lead Bank Scheme 

(LBS) guidelines released by the RBI in June 

2026, which entity is responsible for 

designating a commercial bank as the 'Lead 

Bank' in each district to coordinate financial 

inclusion? 

A) NABARD 

B) State Government Concerns 

C) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

D) Ministry of Finance 

Answer: C) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

Detailed Explanation: 

As per the finalized guidelines of the Lead Bank 

Scheme (LBS) issued by the central bank in June 

2026, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) retains 

the absolute statutory authority to designate a 

specific commercial bank as the 'Lead Bank' for 

any given district. The Lead Bank acts as a vital 

technological and financial hub, coordinating 

the collective efforts of other commercial banks, 

state government functionaries, and NABARD to 

implement District Credit Plans and scale up 

financial inclusion metrics. 

Q12. Which public sector bank partnered with 

Zaggle Prepaid Ocean Services Limited in June 

2026 to launch a unique, biodegradable eco-

friendly "Twin Credit Card" proposition riding 

on both Visa and RuPay networks? 

A) State Bank of India (SBI) 

B) Punjab National Bank (PNB) 

C) Bank of Baroda (BoB) 

D) Canara Bank 

Answer: B) Punjab National Bank (PNB) 

Detailed Explanation: 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) teamed up with 

fintech corporate player Zaggle Prepaid Ocean 

Services to pioneer a sustainable banking 

solution: the PNB-Zaggle Co-branded Twin 

Credit Cards. These cards are manufactured 

using biodegradable materials to significantly 

reduce plastic waste. Crucially, the "Twin Card" 

strategy provides retail and corporate 

consumers simultaneous access to both the 

international Visa network and the domestic 

RuPay network under a unified credit account 

setup. 

Q13. Which asset management firm became the 

first passive-only, direct-only Fund House in 

India to launch India's first specific "Lifecycle 

(Target-Date) Mutual Funds" (Maturity years 

2036 and 2041)? 

A) Groww Mutual Fund 

B) Zerodha Fund House 

C) Navi Mutual Fund 

D) PPFAS Mutual Fund 

Answer: B) Zerodha Fund House 

Detailed Explanation: 
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Zerodha Fund House achieved a major 

structural milestone in India's asset 

management landscape by introducing the 

country's first dedicated lifecycle or target-date 

passive funds—namely the Zerodha Life Cycle 

Fund 2036 and Zerodha Life Cycle Fund 2041. 

These passive instruments dynamically alter 

their asset allocation between equity and debt 

based on the aging timeline of the target 

retirement years (10 and 15 years maturity 

cycles), heavily reducing risk exposure as the 

target year draws closer. 

Q14. As per the latest "State of World Fisheries 

and Aquaculture (SOFIA) 2026" report released 

by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), India has emerged as the world’s ____ 
largest producer of aquatic animals. 

A) 1st 

B) 2nd 

C) 3rd 

D) 4th 

Answer: B) 2nd 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

released its flagship biennial report titled “State 
of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) 2026” under the central operational theme “Blue Transformation: Turning Vision into Impact”. The report highlights that India has emerged as the world’s 2nd largest producer of 
aquatic animals, trailing only China. According 

to data validated for the preceding cycle, India 

proudly contributed 9% of the world’s total 
aquatic animal production, emphasizing the 

massive scaling up of inland aquaculture and 

brackishwater farming across Indian coastal 

states. 

Q15. In June 2026, the World Bank approved a 

massive financing package worth USD 1.5 

billion for India. What is the primary 

developmental objective of this fund? 

A) Expanding National Highway Networks 

B) Accelerating private sector-led job creation 

and structural economic growth 

C) Developing green hydrogen infrastructure in 

coastal states 

D) Digitizing primary agricultural credit 

societies (PACS) 

Answer: B) Accelerating private sector-led job 

creation and structural economic growth 

Detailed Explanation: 

The World Bank Board of Executive Directors 

formally approved a USD 1.5 billion funding 

package targeted specifically at supporting India’s long-term economic reforms under the 

Private Sector Development Policy Financing 

(DPF) programme. The funds are directed 

explicitly toward the "Boosting Job Creation in 

the Private Sector" project matrix. It aims to 

eliminate regulatory bottlenecks, enhance ease 

of doing business, integrate female workforces 

into mainstream corporate structures, and fuel 

massive private investment to tackle youth 

employment. 

Part 4: Science, Technology & 

Environment 

Q16. Which state-backed technical institution 

achieved a historic milestone in June 2026 by 

becoming the first Indian university to receive 

the prestigious BIS-ISO certification for its 

standardized educational and administrative 

processes? 

A) Delhi University 

B) Osmania University 

C) Anna University 

D) Savitribai Phule Pune University 
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Answer: B) Osmania University 

Detailed Explanation: 

Located in Hyderabad, Osmania University 

scripted history in higher education by securing 

the formal Bureau of Indian Standards - 

International Organization for Standardization 

(BIS-ISO) certification. This prestigious 

institutional milestone marks Osmania 

University as the pioneer Indian state varsity to 

have its core curriculum design, administrative 

governance, examination transparency, and 

campus facilities fully validated against globally 

recognized ISO benchmarks. 

Q17. The Digital India BHASHINI Division 

(DIBD) signed a vital Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with the Innovation & 

Startup Foundation of which state in June 2026 

to promote language technology and localized 

multilingual innovation? 

A) Odisha 

B) Assam 

C) Karnataka 

D) Tamil Nadu 

Answer: B) Assam 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Digital India BHASHINI Division (DIBD), 

operating under the Digital India Corporation 

(MeitY), inked a historic MoU with the Assam 

Innovation & Startup Foundation (AISF). The primary target is to integrate BHASHINI’s 
cutting-edge Language Translation Application 

Programming Interfaces (APIs) directly into 

Assamese public service delivery frameworks 

and regional digital apps. This initiative will 

empower local tech startups to develop voice-

enabled, localized vernacular tools, bridging the 

digital divide for non-English speaking citizens 

in the Northeast. 

Q18. "Apristurus drona", which was discovered 

by Indian marine scientists in the Arabian Sea 

off the Kollam coast (Kerala) in June 2026, 

belongs to which of the following species 

groups? 

A) Deep-sea Catshark 

B) Freshwater Catfish 

C) Bioluminescent Jellyfish 

D) Marine Mantis Shrimp 

Answer: A) Deep-sea Catshark 

Detailed Explanation: 

Taxonomists and marine biologists operating 

out of the Sakthikulangara harbor on the Kollam 

coast discovered a completely unique species of 

marine life dwelling in the deeper trenches of 

the Arabian Sea. The newly cataloged species 

has been formally christened Apristurus drona 

(commonly known as the Arabian slender 

catshark). It is characterized by its elongated, 

slender body and specialized adaptations to 

extreme hydrostatic pressure and low-light 

environments typical of deep-ocean floors. 

Q19. Researchers working around which of the 

world's ancient water bodies recently 

discovered the oldest-known strains of 

"Yersinia pestis", the notorious plague-causing 

bacterium, inside ancient DNA samples? 

A) Lake Victoria 

B) Lake Baikal 

C) Caspian Sea 

D) Lake Chilika 

Answer: B) Lake Baikal 

Detailed Explanation: 

In a major archaeological and paleogenomic 

breakthrough reported in June 2026, 

evolutionary scientists extracting ancient DNA 

from skeletal remains at four distinct historical 
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burial sites located around Lake Baikal (Siberia, 

Russia) identified the oldest-known genetic 

strains of Yersinia pestis. This is the lethal 

bacterium responsible for the devastating 

Bubonic Plague pandemics in human history. 

The discovery sheds immense light on how 

prehistoric migration vectors and zoonotic 

pathogens evolved during early human 

settlements. 

Q20. In late June 2026, environmentalists and 

legal scholars welcomed news that the Ministry 

of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is 

finalizing the notification of Ecologically 

Sensitive Areas (ESAs) to legally safeguard a 

major biodiversity hotspot across at least three 

states. Which hotspot is this? 

A) Indo-Burma Region 

B) The Western Ghats 

C) Eastern Himalayas 

D) Sundarbans Delta 

Answer: B) The Western Ghats 

Detailed Explanation: 

To curb irreversible habitat fragmentation and 

destructive industrial infrastructure 

penetration, the Union government is moving 

swiftly to finalize and notify Ecologically 

Sensitive Areas (ESAs) across at least three 

critical states containing the Western Ghats. 

ESAs act as vital environmental "shock 

absorbers" around heavily protected national 

parks and wildlife sanctuaries. This legal status 

places strict regulatory prohibitions on highly 

polluting activities, open-cast mining, and large 

township constructions within fragile eco-

corridors. 

Part 5: Government Schemes & 

Social Sector Initiatives 

Q21. The Central Government rolled out a 

comprehensive nationwide social sensitization 

drive called the "Nirbhay Chetna Initiative" in 

June 2026. This scheme is strategically tailored 

to educate and sensitize 17.5 lakh individuals 

belonging to which target group? 

A) School-going adolescent girls 

B) Male elected representatives in Panchayati 

Raj Institutions 

C) Frontline Accredited Social Health Activists 

(ASHA workers) 

D) Commercial cab and public transport drivers 

Answer: B) Male elected representatives in 

Panchayati Raj Institutions 

Detailed Explanation: 

Implemented under the flagship, multi-pronged 

Nirbhay Raho umbrella initiative funded by the 

Nirbhaya Fund, the central government rolled 

out the 'Nirbhay Chetna' sub-program. Its 

primary objective is to build highly gender-

responsive grassroot governance by directly 

sensitizing 17.5 lakh male elected 

representatives (such as Sarpanches and Ward 

Members) on gender equality, POSH principles, 

and women's safety laws. To scale this rapidly, a 

dedicated cadre of 28,500 Master Trainers is 

being established down to the block level across 

India. 

Q22. Consider the components of the newly 

expanded 'Nirbhay Raho' initiative seen in the 

news in June 2026. Which of the following 

components is correctly matched with its core 

functional objective? 

A) Nirbhay Netri – Deployment of pink patrol 

vehicles in urban cities 

B) Nirbhay Drishti – Installation of strategic 

CCTV infrastructure in rural Panchayats 

C) Nirbhay Chetna – Free self-defence coaching 

modules for college girls 

D) All the above are correctly matched 
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Answer: B) Nirbhay Drishti – Installation of 

strategic CCTV infrastructure in rural 

Panchayats 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Nirbhay Raho framework contains clear, 

distinct components: 

1. Nirbhay Chetna: Focuses on the gender-

sensitization of male elected panchayat 

leaders. 

2. Nirbhay Netri: Explicitly dedicated to the 

intensive capacity-building, leadership 

training, and legal awareness of Elected 

Women Representatives (EWRs) in rural 

bodies. 

3. Nirbhay Drishti: Focuses on deploying 

technology-enabled safety infrastructure by 

installing strategic CCTV camera grids 

across rural panchayat corridors to curb 

crimes against women. Thus, option B is the 

only accurate match. 

Q23. The World Bank approved a major loan facility worth ₹4,000 crore in June 2026 to 
finance the execution of the "Jal Sanrakshit 

Haryana" Project. What is the total estimated 

layout cost of this mega water management 

project? A) ₹4,500 crore B) ₹5,000 crore C) ₹5,714 crore D) ₹6,200 crore Answer: C) ₹5,714 crore 

Detailed Explanation: 

To combat rapidly depleting water tables and 

incentivize modern micro-irrigation practices, the World Bank sanctioned a loan of ₹4,000 
crore against the total outlaid budget of ₹5,714 

crore for the 'Jal Sanrakshit Haryana' Project. 

The project focuses heavily on rainwater 

harvesting, recharging dark-zone aquifers, and 

digitizing water distribution channels to make 

the agrarian state of Haryana completely self-

reliant in its water resource management over 

the coming years. 

Part 6: Defence, MoUs & Security 

News 

Q24. The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) marked a 

major step forward for indigenous defense 

manufacturing in late June 2026 by formally 

inducting its first fully indigenous hovercraft. 

What is the technical designation given to this 

craft? 

A) H-190 

B) H-470 

C) H-561 

D) ICGS Vikram 

Answer: C) H-561 

Detailed Explanation: 

In line with the Aatmanirbhar Bharat vision for 

national defense, the Indian Coast Guard 

officially inducted H-561, its first fully 

indigenously designed and manufactured 

hovercraft. Hovercrafts are air-cushion vehicles 

critical for amphibious operations, shallow-

water patrolling, marshy terrain tracking, and 

rapid-response search and rescue missions 

along India's vast coastline, particularly across 

the sensitive marshlands of the Rann of Kutch 

and the Sundarbans. 

Q25. The Indian Army contingent dispatched its 

personnel to participate in the 23rd edition of 

the multi-lateral joint military exercise "KHAAN 

QUEST 2026". Which nation is hosting this joint 

exercise from June 20 to July 3, 2026? 

A) Kazakhstan 

B) Mongolia 
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C) Uzbekistan 

D) Kyrgyzstan 

Answer: B) Mongolia 

Detailed Explanation: 

The 23rd edition of the highly regarded 

multilateral joint military exercise 'KHAAN 

QUEST 2026' kicked off at the scenic Five Hills 

Training Area in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 

Running from June 20 to July 3, 2026, the 

exercise features active participation from the 

Indian Army alongside defense contingents 

from several other nations. The drill focuses on 

enhancing interoperability, conducting 

simulated United Nations Peacekeeping 

Operations (UNPKO), and sharing tactical 

expertise in counter-insurgency and urban 

combat. 

Part 7: Sports, Appointments & 

Awards 

Q26. India's mixed athletics contingent 

delivered an outstanding performance at the 

Asian Athletics Championships in late June 

2026. In which specific event did the Indian 

quartet of MR Poovamma, Neeru Pathak, 

Theerthesh P Shetty, and Barath Sridhar secure 

a Silver Medal? 

A) Mixed 4x100m Relay 

B) Mixed 4x400m Relay 

C) 100m Hurdles Cross 

D) Men's 4x400m Relay 

Answer: B) Mixed 4x400m Relay 

Detailed Explanation: 

At the ongoing Asian Athletics Championships, 

the Indian athletics team put on a spectacular 

show. The seasoned MR Poovamma, alongside 

Neeru Pathak, Theerthesh P Shetty, and Barath 

Sridhar, clocked an exceptional timing to secure 

the Silver Medal in the Mixed 4x400m relay 

event. Concurrently, another Indian sprint 

quartet comprising Animesh Kujur, Pranav 

Gurav, Tamanna, and Sneha Shanuvalli clinched 

the Bronze Medal in the Mixed 4x100m relay 

event. 

Q27. Veteran political leader George Kurian was 

in the national news spotlight on June 23, 2026, 

following his formal resignation from the Union 

Council of Ministers. Under which Article of the 

Constitution of India does the President accept 

the resignation of a Union Minister? 

A) Article 74(1) 

B) Article 75(2) 

C) Article 78 

D) Article 81 

Answer: B) Article 75(2) 

Detailed Explanation: 

Following the expiration of his 6-year Rajya 

Sabha term and subsequent non-renomination, 

BJP leader George Kurian stepped down from 

his ministerial post. A Rashtrapati Bhavan 

communique confirmed that President 

Droupadi Murmu accepted his resignation 

under clause (2) of Article 75 of the 

Constitution. Article 75(2) explicitly lays down 

the constitutional tenet that Ministers hold 

office during the pleasure of the President, and 

resignation handling flows directly via this 

clause. 

Q28. President Droupadi Murmu presented the 

prestigious Padma Awards at the second Civil 

Investiture Ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 

June 23, 2026. Who among the following 

distinguished sports personalities was 

conferred with the Padma Bhushan? 

A) Rohan Bopanna 

B) Vijay Amritraj 
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C) Leander Paes 

D) Sharath Kamal 

Answer: B) Vijay Amritraj 

Detailed Explanation: 

During the second glittering Civil Investiture 

Ceremony held at Rashtrapati Bhavan, 

legendary former tennis player and sports 

commentator Vijay Amritraj was formally 

decorated with the Padma Bhushan for his 

exceptional contributions to Indian sports and 

global sports diplomacy. Other prominent 

individuals honored during this ceremony 

included iconic actor Mammootty and melody 

singer Alka Yagnik, alongside grassroot cultural 

icons like Guru Sangyusang S Pongener from 

Nagaland (Padma Shri). 

Part 8: Art, Culture, Festivals & 

Important Days 

Q29. Guru Sangyusang S Pongener was recently 

awarded the Padma Shri by the President of 

India for his lifelong devotion to preserving 

indigenous culture. He belongs to which state 

and is renowned for preserving which specific 

folk tradition? 

A) Manipur – Thang-Ta Martial Art 

B) Nagaland – Ao–Naga Folk Traditions 

C) Mizoram – Cheraw Bamboo Dance 

D) Arunachal Pradesh – Apatani Handloom 

Answer: B) Nagaland – Ao–Naga Folk Traditions 

Detailed Explanation: 

Hailing from Nagaland, octogenarian cultural 

exponent Guru Sangyusang S Pongener was 

conferred with the Padma Shri in the Art 

category. He was honored for his profound, 

continuous efforts spanning over six decades to 

document, innovate, and preserve the pristine 

Ao–Naga folk musical and oral traditions. His 

work has saved several endangered tribal songs 

and traditional instrument techniques from 

fading out. 

Q30. International Olympic Day is celebrated 

worldwide annually to commemorate the 

founding of the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) in 1894. On June 23, 2026, 

which state sports association marked this day 

by initiating a massive statewide plantation 

drive of exactly 2,036 tree saplings under the 

theme 'Move, Inspire, Together'? 

A) Haryana 

B) Nagaland 

C) Manipur 

D) Kerala 

Answer: B) Nagaland 

Detailed Explanation: 

To celebrate International Olympic Day (June 

23), the Nagaland Olympic Association (NOA), 

in close coordination with the Nagaland 

Football Association, executed a state-wide 

green initiative. Under the global theme 'Move, 

Inspire, Together', they planted exactly 2,036 

tree saplings across various districts. This effort 

aligns with the International Olympic 

Committee's 'Olympic Forest' global climate 

initiative, blending the values of environmental 

sustainability with the spirit of sportsmanship. 

 


