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13 March 2026 

Part 1: National & International 

News 

Q1. Consider the following statements 

regarding the successful commissioning of 

"Kavach 4.0" announced by Union Minister 

Ashwini Vaishnaw on March 13, 2026: 

1. It has been successfully commissioned over 

1,452 Route Kilometers (RKm) across the 

high-density Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-

Howrah routes. 

2. Kavach is an indigenously developed 

Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system 

requiring Safety Integrity Level 4 (SIL-4) 

certification. 

3. Version 4.0 significantly enhances location 

accuracy and offers a direct interface to 

existing Electronic Interlocking Systems. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: D) 1, 2, and 3 

Explanation: 

Union Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw 

announced the major safety milestone of 

commissioning Kavach 4.0 on 1,452 Route 

Kilometers across the high-density networks 

connecting Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Howrah. 

Kavach is India's indigenous Automatic Train 

Protection (ATP) system. It features the highest 

industrial safety standard, SIL-4 (Safety 

Integrity Level-4), which ensures an error 

probability of less than 1 in 10,000 years. 

Version 4.0, approved by RDSO, improves signal 

aspect updates in massive, complex railway 

yards and brings a Station-to-Station Kavach 

interface using Optical Fibre Cables (OFC) 

linked directly with Electronic Interlocking 

systems. 

Q2. The Prime Minister commenced a high-

profile two-day visit to Assam on March 13, 

2026. Which of the following projects was 

launched during this visit? 

A) "Assam Mala 3.0" road infrastructure 

initiative 

B) India's first complete Hydrogen Train 

manufacturing line 

C) Northeast's first operational semiconductor 

fabrication plant 

D) Brahmaputra River Under-Water Metro Line 

Answer: A) "Assam Mala 3.0" road 

infrastructure initiative 

Explanation: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a 

series of infrastructure development projects worth over ₹24,000 crore in Assam. Among 
these, he laid the foundation stone for "Assam 

Mala 3.0", a dedicated road network upgrading 

project designed to boost connectivity across 

state highways. Furthermore, he flagged off 

three new train services, including the 

Kamakhya-Charlapalli Amrit Bharat Express, 

and laid the stone for a critical Railway Periodic 

Overhauling Workshop in Kokrajhar. 

Q3. In March 2026, Human Rights Watch raised 

global alarms over the military use of artillery-

fired "White Phosphorus" munitions over 

residential zones in southern Lebanon. What is 

a key chemical property of White Phosphorus? 

A) It remains stable at high temperatures up to 

100°C without reacting. 

B) It spontaneously ignites on contact with 

oxygen at temperatures above roughly 30°C. 
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C) It has a distinctive smell resembling rotten 

eggs. 

D) It is a dark blue liquid at standard 

atmospheric pressure. 

Answer: B) It spontaneously ignites on contact 

with oxygen at temperatures above roughly 

30°C. 

Explanation: 

White Phosphorus is a pale yellow or white 

waxy chemical substance with a distinct garlic-

like odor. Its defining chemical property is its 

extreme pyrophoric nature: it ignites 

spontaneously when exposed to atmospheric 

oxygen at temperatures above 30°C. It burns 

intensely, generating temperatures up to 815°C 

and releasing a thick, dense white smoke used 

militarily for smoke screens and illumination. 

Under international humanitarian law, using it 

as an incendiary weapon against civilians or 

within residential pockets is strictly prohibited. 

Q4. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways recently held a high-level review 

meeting with the National Shipping Board 

(NSB). When was this permanent statutory 

body established? 

A) 1950, under the Constitution of India 

B) 1959, under Section 4 of the Merchant 

Shipping Act, 1958 

C) 1982, under the Maritime Zones Act 

D) 2015, via an executive resolution of NITI 

Aayog 

Answer: B) 1959, under Section 4 of the 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 

Explanation: 

The National Shipping Board (NSB) is the 

highest permanent statutory body advising the 

Central Government on matters related to 

Indian commercial shipping and maritime 

development policies. It was established in 

1959 under Section 4 of the Merchant Shipping 

Act, 1958. Its organizational structure includes 

a chairman and members, including six 

members elected by Parliament (four from Lok 

Sabha and two from Rajya Sabha). It falls under 

the administrative ambit of the Ministry of 

Ports, Shipping and Waterways. 

Q5. Due to escalating geopolitical conflicts in 

West Asia, Bangladesh secured urgent diesel 

imports via the Bangladesh-India Friendship 

Pipeline (BIFP). What is the total length of this 

cross-border pipeline? 

A) 75.5 km 

B) 131.5 km 

C) 250.2 km 

D) 310.0 km 

Answer: B) 131.5 km 

Explanation: 

Amid severe energy squeeze issues sparked by 

the escalation of maritime conflict in the Strait 

of Hormuz, India facilitated the export of critical 

fuel to Bangladesh. Around 10,000 metric tons 

of diesel were successfully moved through the 

Bangladesh-India Friendship Pipeline (BIFP). 

The BIFP is a 131.5 km long cross-border energy 

pipeline connecting Siliguri in West Bengal 

(India) to Parbatipur in the Dinajpur district of 

Bangladesh, built to transport high-speed diesel 

seamlessly. 

Q6. The world's highest active stratovolcano, 

"Nevado Ojos del Salado," was recently featured 

in global geological studies. On the border of 

which two countries is this volcano situated? 

A) Ecuador and Peru 

B) Chile and Argentina 
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C) Italy and Sicily 

D) Indonesia and Malaysia 

Answer: B) Chile and Argentina 

Explanation: 

Nevado Ojos del Salado is a massive 

stratovolcano located in the Andes mountain 

range on the international frontier separating 

Chile and Argentina. Reaching a height of 6,893 

meters, it is recognized as the world's highest 

active volcano and the highest peak in Chile. Due 

to its location near the Atacama Desert, the 

climate around the mountain is extremely arid 

(high desert conditions). 

Part 2: Economics & Banking 

Q7. In its mid-March 2026 economic update, 

global brokerage firm Nomura revised India's 

inflation forecast for Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27). 

What is the newly projected inflation rate, and 

what warning did Nomura issue regarding 

crude oil prices? 

A) Projected at 3.5%; Every 5% oil price rise 

adds 10 bps to inflation 

B) Projected at 4.5%; Every 10% oil price rise 

adds nearly 50 bps to inflation 

C) Projected at 5.2%; Oil prices have no 

statistical pass-through effect 

D) Projected at 4.0%; Every 20% oil price rise 

adds 100 bps to inflation 

Answer: B) Projected at 4.5%; Every 10% oil 

price rise adds nearly 50 bps to inflation 

Explanation: 

Japanese brokerage firm Nomura upwardly 

adjusted its retail inflation projection for India 

for FY27 by 70 basis points, scaling it to 4.5% 

(up from its earlier forecast of 3.8%). Nomura's 

analytical models cautioned that global crude 

supply shocks could trigger pass-through 

inflation, where every 10% appreciation in 

international oil prices risks adding roughly 50 

basis points (bps) directly to India's domestic 

consumer price index (CPI). 

Q8. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued the 

RBI (Commercial Banks – Prudential Norms on 

Capital Adequacy) Third Amendment 

Directions, 2026. This amendment specifically 

revises capital regulations for Counterparty 

Credit Risk (CCR) to align with which global 

standard? 

A) Bretton Woods Accord 

B) Basel Framework 

C) FATF Grey-List Guidelines 

D) WTO Trade Policy Review 

Answer: B) Basel Framework 

Explanation: 

The RBI released the Prudential Norms on 

Capital Adequacy Third Amendment Directions, 

2026, modifying the way commercial banks 

calculate exposures. This amendment updates 

Counterparty Credit Risk (CCR) rules to closely 

align Indian banking operations with 

international Basel norms. It mandates that 

banks compute their capital adequacy ratio 

requirements on both a standalone and 

consolidated basis, integrating the CCR 

exposures of all operational subsidiary entities. 

Q9. The Reserve Bank of India cancelled the 

Certificate of Registration (CoR) of 36 Non-

Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and 

accepted the voluntary surrender of licenses 

from 9 others. Which of the following 

companies surrendered its license due to a 

formal business exit strategy? 

A) KKR India Asset Finance Private Limited 

B) Upwards Capital Private Limited 
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C) Hanuman Forging and Engineering Private 

Limited 

D) Atreyi Vincom Private Limited 

Answer: A) KKR India Asset Finance Private 

Limited 

Explanation: 

As part of its ongoing regulatory cleanup, the 

RBI cancelled the registration of 36 NBFCs and 

processed the license surrenders of 9 others. 

Out of these, KKR India Asset Finance Private 

Limited, Manglam Vanijya, and Mechno Sales 

Agencies surrendered their CoR after taking a 

strategic board decision to exit the NBFC micro-

lending/finance business. The other entities 

listed (like Upwards Capital and Atreyi Vincom) 

surrendered their licenses because they ceased 

to exist following structural corporate 

amalgamations or mergers. 

Q10. Under the revised banking dividend 

payout framework released by the RBI, what is 

the maximum dividend payout ratio permitted 

for commercial banks incorporated in India? 

A) Capped at 25% of the Profit After Tax (PAT) 

B) Capped at 50% of the Profit After Tax (PAT) 

C) Capped at 75% of the Profit After Tax (PAT) 

D) 100% of the Net Profit can be distributed 

freely 

Answer: C) Capped at 75% of the Profit After 

Tax (PAT) 

Explanation: 

The RBI repealed its old dividend frameworks 

and put in place revised prudential norms that 

mandate a strict ceiling on profit remittance. 

Under these new rules, the maximum dividend 

payout ratio for any commercial bank 

incorporated within India is strictly capped at 

75% of its Profit After Tax (PAT) for that 

specific financial year. This cap ensures banks 

retain a quarter of their earnings to fortify their 

tier-1 capital reserves against asset 

depreciation. 

Q11. Axis Max Life Insurance Limited entered 

into a strategic Corporate Agent partnership 

with Saarathi Finance and Credit Private 

Limited. What is the core focus of this alliance? 

A) Providing crop-insurance to organic tea 

estates in Assam 

B) Integrating Group Credit Life Secure (GCLS) 

insurance with loans for MSMEs 

C) Offering offshore wealth management 

portfolios to high-net-worth individuals 

D) Launching cryptocurrency-backed digital 

micro-insurance policies 

Answer: B) Integrating Group Credit Life Secure 

(GCLS) insurance with loans for MSMEs 

Explanation: 

Axis Max Life Insurance and Saarathi Finance 

formed a corporate partnership aimed at 

safeguarding Micro, Small, and Medium 

Enterprises (MSMEs). Under this strategic 

model, Group Credit Life Secure (GCLS) 

insurance is directly integrated with 

commercial loans extended to MSME 

entrepreneurs. This ensures that in the event of 

unforeseen financial shocks or the demise of the 

enterprise borrower, the outstanding credit 

liability is covered by the insurer, protecting the 

small business from liquidation. 

Part 3: Regulatory & Capital 

Markets 

Q12. The Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) constituted a high-level expert working 

group to map out long-term technology 

roadmaps for India's capital market ecosystem. 

Who is the chairperson of this working group? 
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A) Dr. D B Phatak (Professor Emeritus, IIT 

Bombay) 

B) Tuhin Kanta Pandey (SEBI Chairman) 

C) Suman Bery (Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog) 

D) Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya 

Answer: A) Dr. D B Phatak (Professor Emeritus, 

IIT Bombay) 

Explanation: 

To modernize and protect capital market 

operations, SEBI set up a technology roadmap 

expert group chaired by Dr. D B Phatak, 

Professor Emeritus at IIT Bombay. The 

announcement was overseen by the regulatory 

leadership to ensure market systems are ready 

for the next wave of retail and institutional 

trading volumes. The group advises on 

cybersecurity, blockchain ledgers, and ultra-low 

latency trading setups. 

Q13. SEBI deployed an in-house real-time 

artificial intelligence system named "SEBI 

R(AI)DAR". What is the primary function of this 

tool? 

A) Detecting insider trading via WhatsApp chats 

B) Reviewing and monitoring advertisements 

related to the securities markets 

C) Tracking unauthorized high-frequency algo-

trading terminals 

D) Automatically freezing demat accounts of tax 

evaders 

Answer: B) Reviewing and monitoring 

advertisements related to the securities 

markets 

Explanation: 

SEBI has stepped up its technology tools by 

rolling out "SEBI R(AI)DAR", an artificial 

intelligence-driven software system engineered 

specifically to scan, review, and monitor 

advertisements, financial promotions, and 

public claims related to securities markets. This 

complements "SEBI Sudarshan", which tracks 

unauthorized digital fin-fluencer and market 

manipulation activity across online platforms. 

Q14. The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) approved a revised capital cost of ₹3,630.77 crore for a Greenfield connectivity 
corridor to Noida International Airport (Jewar). 

Under which execution model will this project 

be implemented? 

A) Engineering, Procurement, and Construction 

(EPC) Mode 

B) Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) Toll Mode 

C) Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM) 

D) Publicly Funded Departmental Mode 

Answer: C) Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM) 

Explanation: 

The CCEA, chaired by the Prime Minister, 

cleared the financial expansion of the Greenfield 

connectivity corridor to Noida International 

Airport (Jewar) to be executed under the Hybrid 

Annuity Mode (HAM). The 31.42 km corridor 

spans Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, linking the 

airport directly to the Delhi-Faridabad-

Ballabhgarh-Sohna spur of the Delhi-Mumbai 

Expressway. Under HAM, the government 

provides 40% of the project cost in annual 

payments, while the private developer covers 

the remaining 60%, optimizing risk sharing. 

Part 4: National Reports & State 

Indexes 

Q15. NITI Aayog released the second annual 

edition of the "Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2026", 

evaluating states on financial soundness based 

on CAG data. Which Indian state secured the top 

rank? 
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A) Goa 

B) Odisha 

C) Jharkhand 

D) Maharashtra 

Answer: B) Odisha 

Explanation: 

The Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2026 released by 

NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Suman Bery ranked 

Indian states on their financial management 

during FY24. Odisha clinched the top spot with 

a dominant score of 73.1, reflecting strong fiscal 

discipline, balanced debt sustainability, and 

solid own-tax revenue generation. Goa ranked 

second (54.7) and Jharkhand stood third (50.5). 

Q16. The Ministry of Textiles released a key 

report titled "Mapping of Textile Waste Value 

Chain in India". Which of the following 

statements correctly highlights the core finding 

of the report? 

A) India imports 90% of its raw cotton waste 

from Western European nations. 

B) The report establishes a formal policy 

framework to track, recycle, and upscale textile 

waste to drive a zero-waste circular economy. 

C) Textile waste generation has dropped to 

absolute zero due to the PM-MITRA parks. 

D) The entire textile waste management sector 

has been fully privatized via NSE listing. 

Answer: B) The report establishes a formal 

policy framework to track, recycle, and upscale 

textile waste to drive a zero-waste circular 

economy. 

Explanation: 

Union Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh unveiled 

the "Mapping of Textile Waste Value Chain in 

India" report. The document provides a detailed 

mapping of post-consumer and pre-consumer 

textile waste pathways. It acts as a baseline 

policy framework to boost industrial recycling 

infrastructure, promote eco-friendly fabrics, 

and position India as a global capital for 

sustainable circular textiles. 

Q17. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) was 

highly discussed in India's energy trade 

briefings on March 13. Where is the permanent 

headquarters of the GCC located? 

A) Abu Dhabi, UAE 

B) Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

C) Doha, Qatar 

D) Muscat, Oman 

Answer: B) Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

Explanation: 

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is an 

influential regional intergovernmental, political, 

and economic union established on May 25, 

1981. It comprises six Gulf monarchies: Saudi 

Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, and Bahrain. 

Its permanent headquarters is located in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The GCC is vital to India's 

interests, as the region hosts a 10-million-

strong Indian diaspora and accounts for nearly 

50% of India's crude oil and 90% of its LPG 

imports. 

Part 5: Government Schemes & 

Social Initiatives 

Q18. The Department of Empowerment of 

Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) signed an 

MoU with civil society and technology groups on 

March 13, 2026. What is the objective of this 

partnership? 

A) Launching India's first integrated life-cycle 

support model for persons with hearing 

impairment 
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B) Setting up automated braille presses across 

all district courts 

C) Manufacturing low-cost solar-powered 

wheelchairs for rural areas 

D) Distributing free mental health tracking 

smart bands to senior citizens 

Answer: A) Launching India's first integrated 

life-cycle support model for persons with 

hearing impairment 

Explanation: 

The DEPwD institutionalized a partnership in 

New Delhi to create India's first integrated life-

cycle support model for persons with hearing 

impairment. The initiative targets early 

screening and detection of hearing issues, 

deploying assistive AI hearing devices, and 

providing specialized educational and social 

participation toolkits to ensure long-term 

independence and dignity for the hearing-

disabled community. 

Q19. The Union Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers' Welfare released updated commercial 

crop production estimates for the agricultural 

cycle. What is the designated standard weight of 

one bale of Cotton and one bale of Jute in India, 

respectively? 

A) Cotton: 100 kg; Jute: 100 kg 

B) Cotton: 170 kg; Jute: 180 kg 

C) Cotton: 180 kg; Jute: 170 kg 

D) Cotton: 200 kg; Jute: 150 kg 

Answer: B) Cotton: 170 kg; Jute: 180 kg 

Explanation: 

In Indian agricultural statistics and crop 

estimation reports, specific standard units of 

mass are used for fiber crops: one standard bale 

of Cotton equals 170 kg, whereas one standard 

bale of Jute equals 180 kg. 

Q20. Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel launched 

the "herSTART 5.0" initiative at Gujarat 

University in Ahmedabad. What is the primary 

focus of this scheme? 

A) Free high-speed Wi-Fi across all rural 

women's clinics 

B) Supporting and scaling up women-led 

startups and female entrepreneurship 

C) Providing direct financial cash transfers to 

girls pursuing drone engineering 

D) Setting up automated sanitary napkin 

manufacturing units in villages 

Answer: B) Supporting and scaling up women-

led startups and female entrepreneurship 

Explanation: 

The Gujarat Government rolled out herSTART 

5.0, a flagship program designed to incubate, 

mentor, and provide early-stage seed funding to 

women-led startups. Launched at the startup 

center of Gujarat University, the initiative helps 

bridge the venture capital funding gap for 

female innovators, offering digital compliance 

training and access to institutional networks. 

Q21. The PM-Kisan (Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Samman Nidhi) scheme was in the news on 

March 13, 2026, during the Prime Minister's 

visit to the Northeast. Which installment of the 

scheme was officially disbursed? 

A) 15th Installment 

B) 18th Installment 

C) 20th Installment 

D) 22nd Installment 

Answer: D) 22nd Installment 

Explanation: 

During an official event in Guwahati, Assam, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi officially 
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released the 22nd installment of the PM-Kisan 

scheme, distributing over ₹18,640 crore via 
direct benefit transfer (DBT) to eligible 

landholding farming families across India. 

Under PM-Kisan, the central government provides an income support of ₹6,000 per year in three equal installments of ₹2,000 directly 
into the bank accounts of farmers. 

Part 6: Sports, Appointments & 

Awards 

Q22. Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports 

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya announced the official 

venue and dates for the upcoming "Khelo India 

Tribal Games 2026 (KITG)". Where will this 

tournament be held? 

A) Odisha 

B) Chhattisgarh 

C) Jharkhand 

D) Madhya Pradesh 

Answer: B) Chhattisgarh 

Explanation: 

Union Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya 

announced that the Khelo India Tribal Games 

2026 (KITG) will be hosted by Chhattisgarh 

from March 26 to April 6, 2026. The games are 

aimed at scouting sports talent from tribal 

hinterlands, preserving traditional indigenous 

sports forms (like archery, kabaddi, and kho-

kho), and integrating tribal youth into 

mainstream high-performance athletic training 

frameworks. 

Q23. At a sports awards ceremony, which young 

Indian cricket player was honored as the "BCCI 

Cricketer of the Year" for outstanding 

international performances across formats? 

A) Yashasvi Jaiswal 

B) Shubman Gill 

C) Ruturaj Gaikwad 

D) Shreyas Iyer 

Answer: B) Shubman Gill 

Explanation: 

Indian batsman Shubman Gill was honored as 

the BCCI Cricketer of the Year at the annual 

national cricket awards ceremony. The 

recognition acknowledges his consistent, high-

impact performances across Test, ODI, and T20 

international formats during the preceding 

calendar cycles, positioning him as a core leader 

of India's batting lineup. 

Q24. In March 2026, double Paralympic Games 

gold medalist Sumit Antil dominated the 

headlines on Day 2 of the World Para Athletics 

Grand Prix. In which event does he compete? 

A) High Jump 

B) Javelin Throw 

C) Discus Throw 

D) 100m Sprint 

Answer: B) Javelin Throw 

Explanation: 

Star Indian athlete Sumit Antil led India's medal 

charge on Day 2 of the World Para Athletics 

Grand Prix 2026, hosted at the Jawaharlal Nehru 

Stadium in New Delhi. Competing in the 

combined classification javelin throw event, he 

secured the top spot with a spectacular throw of 

69.25 meters, underscoring his dominance in 

para-athletics globally. 

Q25. Former All India Football Federation 

(AIFF) General Secretary Kushal Das passed 

away recently. Where is the headquarters of the 

AIFF located? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Kolkata 
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C) New Delhi 

D) Goa 

Answer: C) New Delhi 

Explanation: 

Former AIFF General Secretary Kushal Das 

passed away in mid-March 2026. The All India 

Football Federation (AIFF) is the official 

governing body for association football across 

India. It was founded in 1937, gained official 

FIFA affiliation in 1948, and is headquartered at 

the Football House in Dwarka, New Delhi. 

Q26. India successfully exported 25 metric 

tonnes of the premium, geographically unique 

"Joha Rice" to international markets. Which 

state of India holds the primary geographical 

association and GI tag for Joha Rice? 

A) West Bengal 

B) Punjab 

C) Assam 

D) Bihar 

Answer: C) Assam 

Explanation: 

Joha Rice is a premium, short-grain, highly 

aromatic rice variety indigenous to Assam. 

Known for its distinct flavor, high protein 

content, and rich antioxidant properties, it holds 

a Geographical Indication (GI) tag. The central 

government facilitated a dedicated export 

consignment of 25 metric tonnes of Joha rice 

from Assam to international culinary markets, 

boosting earnings for local organic farmers. 

Part 7: Science, Culture & Important 

Days 

Q27. The Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO) successfully completed a major high-

altitude hot test of the "CE20" cryogenic engine. 

For which flagship heavy-lift launch vehicle is 

this engine a core component? 

A) PSLV 

B) GSLV Mk II 

C) LVM3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-3) 

D) SSLV 

Answer: C) LVM3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-3) 

Explanation: 

ISRO successfully executed a critical ground 

acceptance test of its indigenous CE20 cryogenic 

engine at the ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC) 

in Mahendragiri. The CE20 cryogenic engine 

powers the upper cryogenic stage (C25) of India’s heaviest operational rocket, the LVM3, 

which handles heavy satellite launches and 

plays a key role in the upcoming Gaganyaan 

crewed spaceflight missions. 

Q28. A prehistoric art form estimated to be over 

3,000 years old, known as "Kurumba Painting," 

was highlighted in tribal art conservation 

projects. Which region is the ancestral home of 

this tribal art? 

A) Madhubani region, Bihar 

B) Bastar region, Chhattisgarh 

C) Nilgiri Hills across Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and 

Karnataka 

D) Warli region, Maharashtra 

Answer: C) Nilgiri Hills across Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, and Karnataka 

Explanation: 

Kurumba Painting is a traditional tribal art form 

practiced by the Kurumba tribe, indigenous to 

the Nilgiri Hills region straddling the borders of 

Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Karnataka. Historically 

drawn on rock faces and cave walls, this 3,000-

year-old art style uses natural dyes made from 
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tree resin, clay, and leaf extracts to depict tribal 

folklore, rituals, and nature. 

Q29. The Center for Development of Telematics 

(C-DOT) witnessed international recognition 

when its indigenously developed software tool, 

"FraudPro," was named a global finalist at the 

Mobile World Congress (MWC) 2026. What is 

the function of FraudPro? 

A) Detecting deepfake videos on social media 

B) AI-based detection and prevention of 

telecom and financial frauds 

C) Automatically blocking spam emails on 

corporate servers 

D) Encrypting blockchain transactions for 

central bank digital currencies 

Answer: B) AI-based detection and prevention 

of telecom and financial frauds 

Explanation: 

FraudPro, developed indigenously by the 

government-owned telecom R&D center C-DOT, 

is an advanced artificial intelligence-driven 

software system designed to track, identify, and 

mitigate telecom frauds, spoofed calls, and 

financial scams in real-time. The tool was 

recognized as a global finalist at the Mobile 

World Congress (MWC) 2026 in Barcelona, 

showcasing India's growing capabilities in 

telecom security. 

Q30. Biologists recently published studies on 

the unique physiological features of the 

"Spotted Hyena" (Crocuta crocuta). Which of 

the following statements about this animal is 

true? 

A) It belongs strictly to the canine (dog) family. 

B) Despite its dog-like appearance, it is 

evolutionarily closer to cats, civets, and 

mongooses. 

C) It is a completely solitary herbivore found in 

arctic tundras. 

D) It lacks a complex social hierarchy and 

communication system. 

Answer: B) Despite its dog-like appearance, it is 

evolutionarily closer to cats, civets, and 

mongooses. 

Explanation: 

The Spotted Hyena (Crocuta crocuta), native to 

Sub-Saharan Africa, has a dog-like build but 

belongs to the suborder Feliformia, making it 

closer to cats, mongooses, and civets than to 

dogs. They live in large matriarchal groups 

called clans and have unique physiological 

traits, such as a bear-like build and rounded 

ears. They play an important role as apex 

scavengers and hunters in savanna ecosystems. 
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