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12 March 2026 

Part 1: National & International 

News 

Q1. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Union Cabinet's decision on the 

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) in March 2026: 

1. The Union Cabinet approved the extension 

of the Jal Jeevan Mission until December 

2028. 

2. A new digital platform named "Sujalam 

Bharat" will map drinking water 

infrastructure down to the village level using 

a unique Service Area ID. 

3. The core focus of JJM 2.0 has shifted 

completely from infrastructure creation to 

sustainable service delivery and drinking 

water governance. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: D) 1, 2, and 3 

Explanation: 

In March 2026, the Union Cabinet chaired by PM 

Narendra Modi approved a landmark extension 

of the flagship Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) until 

December 2028 with an enhanced total outlay 

of ₹8.69 Lakh Crore. This structural transition 

marks the launch of JJM 2.0, which 

fundamentally recalibrates the mission from 

sheer infrastructure creation (laying pipes) to 

long-term sustainable service delivery, quality 

monitoring, and drinking water governance. To 

facilitate real-time tracking, the government 

introduced the Sujalam Bharat Digital Platform, 

giving every village a unique “Sujal Gaon / 

Service Area ID” to map and track service 

deliveries directly. 

Q2. The Global Conference on Women in Agri-

Food Systems 2026 was inaugurated by 

President Droupadi Murmu at which of the 

following venues? 

A) National Agriculture Science Complex, New 

Delhi 

B) Convention Centre of the Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research (ICAR), New Delhi 

C) Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi 

D) Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi 

Answer: B) Convention Centre of the Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), New 

Delhi 

Explanation: 

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the 

three-day Global Conference on Women in Agri-

Food Systems 2026 in New Delhi under the 

theme “Driving Progress, Attaining New Heights”. The conference aligns significantly 

with the United Nations declaring 2026 as the 

International Year for Women Farmers. 

Organized at the ICAR convention centre 

alongside Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj 

Singh Chouhan, the global meet aims to reform 

gender-responsive agricultural policies and 

integrate advanced technological innovation for 

smallholder women farmers. 

Q3. In March 2026, which global organization 

announced the largest-ever emergency oil 

reserve release of 400 million barrels due to 

escalating West Asian geopolitical tensions? 

A) Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) 

B) International Energy Agency (IEA) 

C) World Bank 
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D) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

Answer: B) International Energy Agency (IEA) 

Explanation: 

With the Iran-Israel conflict entering an intense 

phase and threats directly disrupting maritime 

trade choke points like the Strait of Hormuz, the 

International Energy Agency (IEA) authorized 

an emergency release of 400 million barrels of 

oil. This is the single largest emergency 

drawdown in IEA history. The IEA is an 

autonomous intergovernmental organization 

established in 1974 in the wake of the 1973 oil 

crisis, headquartered in Paris, France. IEA 

member states are mandated to maintain total 

government-controlled and commercial oil 

stocks equivalent to at least 90 days of the 

previous year's net imports. 

Q4. Parliament recently passed the Transgender 

Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 

2026. Which landmark Supreme Court 

judgment originally recognized gender identity 

as a fundamental right allowing self-

identification? 

A) Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union of India 

B) NALSA vs. Union of India 

C) Joseph Shine vs. Union of India 

D) K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 

Answer: B) NALSA vs. Union of India 

Explanation: 

The landmark National Legal Services Authority 

(NALSA) vs. Union of India (2014) judgment by 

the Supreme Court of India firmly established 

gender identity as a core component of the 

fundamental Right to Life and Personal Liberty 

(Article 21), allowing individuals the right to 

self-identify their gender. The newly debated 

2026 Amendment Bill has introduced stringent 

regulatory adjustments to definitions and 

compliance frameworks regarding 

administrative certificates, making it a critical 

focus area for constitutional law and social 

justice updates in competitive exams. 

Q5. Consider the following statements 

regarding India's massive population 

enumeration project, "Census-2027", soft-

launched in March 2026: 

1. It is the first Indian census to be conducted 

entirely through a digital ecosystem. 

2. The official mascots unveiled for Census-

2027 are named 'Pragati' and 'Vikas'. 

3. For snow-bound and climatically challenged 

regions like Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir, a 

special reference date of October 1, 2026, 

has been designated. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: D) 1, 2, and 3 

Explanation: 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah soft-launched 

the Census-2027 framework in New Delhi. 

Representing a paradigm shift from 

conventional paper forms to digital devices, this 

will be the largest-ever digital enumeration 

exercise globally. The official mascots are 

'Pragati' (Progress) and 'Vikas' (Development). 

To account for extreme winter blockades, the 

house-listing phase in high-altitude, snow-

bound areas (Ladakh, J&K, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand) uses an advanced reference date 

of October 1, 2026, while the rest of the nation 
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follows the standard schedule through 2026-

2027. 

Q6. The historic "Bascule Bridge", which received central funding of ₹117.54 crore for 
major structural renovation in March 2026, is 

located at which port? 

A) Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata 

B) Jawaharlal Nehru Port, Navi Mumbai 

C) Deendayal Port, Kandla 

D) V.O. Chidambaranar Port, Tuticorin 

Answer: A) Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, 

Kolkata 

Explanation: The Union Government sanctioned ₹117.54 
crore for the comprehensive overhaul and 

structural modernization of the iconic, historic 

Bascule Bridge operating under the Syama 

Prasad Mookerjee Port (formerly Kolkata Port 

Trust) in West Bengal. A bascule bridge 

(moveable drawbridge) is essential to the active 

operations of the Kolkata Dock System, allowing 

maritime ships safe entry into internal docks 

while maintaining terrestrial cargo movement 

over the channel when closed. 

Part 2: Economics & Banking 

Q7. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued the 

'Commercial Banks – Prudential Norms on 

Declaration of Dividend and Remittance of 

Profits Directions, 2026'. Under these updated 

rules, which of the following parameters forms 

the baseline criteria for a bank to declare 

dividends? 

A) Minimum Capital Adequacy Ratio (CRAR) 

and Net NPA levels 

B) Total Gross NPA levels only 

C) Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) compliance 

only 

D) Total market capitalization rank on the 

NSE/BSE 

Answer: A) Minimum Capital Adequacy Ratio 

(CRAR) and Net NPA levels 

Explanation: 

The RBI's revised banking dividend framework 

(Directions, 2026) establishes a strict risk-

based approach for commercial banks to 

declare dividends. To qualify to pay out 

dividends from fiscal years up to FY27 onwards, 

banks must maintain a resilient Capital to Risk-

Weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) well above 

regulatory minimums and keep their Net Non-

Performing Assets (NPAs) strictly below 

specified thresholds. This ensures that banks 

prioritize capital preservation and balance-

sheet resilience over immediate shareholder 

payouts during global macroeconomic shifts. 

Q8. Goldman Sachs published its updated 

macroeconomic forecasts for India for Calendar 

Year 2026 (CY26). What are the projected 

figures for India's consumer inflation and 

Current Account Deficit (CAD) as a percentage 

of GDP, respectively? 

A) Inflation: 3.5%, CAD: 1.1% of GDP 

B) Inflation: 4.6%, CAD: 2.0% of GDP 

C) Inflation: 5.2%, CAD: 2.8% of GDP 

D) Inflation: 4.0%, CAD: 1.5% of GDP 

Answer: B) Inflation: 4.6%, CAD: 2.0% of GDP 

Explanation: 

In its mid-March 2026 economic assessment 

report, global investment banking firm Goldman 

Sachs upwardly revised India’s projected retail 
inflation target to 4.6% (from its previous lower 

forecast of 3.9%), citing volatile food supply 
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chains and energy import shocks from West 

Asia. Additionally, due to higher international crude oil costs expanding India’s aggregate 
import bills, India's Current Account Deficit 

(CAD) is projected to widen to 2% of GDP for 

CY26. 

Q9. Following the completion of the triple 

amalgamation of Chaitanya India Fin Credit and 

Svatantra Holding into Svatantra Microfin 

Private Limited (SMPL) in March 2026, which 

entity stands as India's 2nd largest NBFC-MFI? 

A) CreditAccess Grameen 

B) Svatantra Microfin Private Limited 

C) Muthoot Microfin 

D) Fusion Microfinance 

Answer: B) Svatantra Microfin Private Limited 

Explanation: 

Svatantra Microfin Private Limited (SMPL) 

successfully finalized its structural corporate 

amalgamation with Chaitanya India Fin Credit 

Private Limited and Svatantra Holding Private 

Limited. This strategic merger propels the 

combined corporate entity to become the 

second-largest Non-Banking Financial 

Company-Microfinance Institution (NBFC-MFI) 

in India, substantially enhancing micro-credit 

penetration, systemic capital availability, and 

operational synergy across rural and semi-

urban banking sectors. 

Q10. In March 2026, which municipal 

corporation created history by listing Maharashtra’s first-ever Urban Local Body 

(ULB) Green Municipal Bonds on the National 

Stock Exchange (NSE)? 

A) Pune Municipal Corporation 

B) Nashik Municipal Corporation 

C) Nagpur Municipal Corporation 

D) Thane Municipal Corporation 

Answer: B) Nashik Municipal Corporation 

Explanation: 

The Nashik Municipal Corporation (NMC) 

achieved a historic sustainable finance 

milestone by successfully issuing and listing Maharashtra’s very first Urban Local Body 

(ULB) Green Municipal Bonds on the National 

Stock Exchange (NSE) in Mumbai. Capital 

proceeds generated through these specialized 

green bonds are legally ring-fenced to fund 

ecofriendly municipal infrastructure, including 

sustainable urban wastewater treatment, eco-

efficient public transportation networks, and 

solid waste processing facilities. 

Q11. Which premier non-banking financial 

company became an official signatory to the 

United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) in 

March 2026 to strengthen its ESG framework? 

A) Mahindra & Mahindra Financial Services 

B) L&T Finance Ltd. 

C) Cholamandalam Investment Finance 

D) Muthoot Finance 

Answer: B) L&T Finance Ltd. 

Explanation: 

L&T Finance Ltd. (LTF) formally announced its 

integration into the United Nations Global 

Compact (UNGC) as a signatory. This 

integration signals a profound long-term 

corporate commitment to universally 

recognized sustainable principles across human 

rights, labor standard practices, rigorous 

environmental protection, and anti-corruption 

frameworks, thereby elevating the company’s 
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) 

investment rankings globally. 
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Q12. Under the updated guidelines of the 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Beneficial 

Ownership Framework approved by the Union 

Cabinet, investments through the automatic 

route from Lands Border Sharing Countries 

(LBCs) are permitted up to what percentage, 

provided it is a non-controlling stake? 

A) Up to 5% 

B) Up to 10% 

C) Up to 15% 

D) Up to 25% 

Answer: B) Up to 10% 

Explanation: 

To optimize the ease of doing business while 

balancing strategic security protocols, the 

government modified its strict FDI beneficial 

ownership frameworks. Investments coming 

from entities registered in or originating from 

Land Border Sharing Countries (LBCs) are now 

permitted via the automatic route for up to a 

10% non-controlling stake, subject to strict 

compliance with sectoral caps and specific 

regulatory disclosure conditions. Any equity 

acquisition exceeding 10% or seeking corporate 

management control continues to mandatorily 

require prior government approval. 

Part 3: International Trade & 

Bilateral Agreements (MoUs) 

Q13. India and which Central Asian nation 

launched a dedicated "Pharma-Nutraceutical 

Corridor" in March 2026 to access the USD 7–10 

Billion CIS and Eurasian healthcare markets? 

A) Kazakhstan 

B) Uzbekistan 

C) Kyrgyzstan 

D) Tajikistan 

Answer: B) Uzbekistan 

Explanation: 

India and Uzbekistan formally launched a 

strategically structured pharmaceutical and 

nutraceutical trade corridor. The primary 

objective is to streamline supply chains, unify 

regulatory export clearances, and scale Indian 

pharmaceutical and health-supplement 

presence into the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) and wider Eurasian 

medical markets, which are collectively valued 

at USD 7 to 10 billion. The bilateral setup was 

institutionalized between the Ministry of Health 

of Uzbekistan, Bengaluru-based platform 

Nutrify Today, and Pharma Eurasia. 

Q14. The global edtech platform Coursera 

entered into a strategic capacity-building 

partnership in March 2026 with which Indian 

government initiative aimed at civil services 

reform? 

A) Mission Karmayogi 

B) Digital India Mission 

C) Skill India Mission 

D) Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan 

(RUSA) 

Answer: A) Mission Karmayogi 

Explanation: 

Coursera teamed up with the Government of 

India's Mission Karmayogi (Karmayogi Bharat) 

to offer state-of-the-art digital upskilling, 

advanced leadership modules, and global public 

administration courses to civil servants. 

Announced by the CEO of Karmayogi Bharat, 

Chhavi Bhardwaj, this partnership targets a 

systemic shift from old-school “rule-based” civil 

administrative practices to highly professional, 

tech-enabled, “role-based” operational 
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competency models across central and state 

ministries. 

Q15. A major infrastructure announcement was 

made by the USA regarding the construction of 

its first major domestic petroleum refinery 

since 1977. At which strategic port location is 

this project being developed? 

A) Port of Houston, Texas 

B) Port of Brownsville, Texas 

C) Port of Long Beach, California 

D) Port of New Orleans, Louisiana 

Answer: B) Port of Brownsville, Texas 

Explanation: 

The United States government approved a 

massive domestic refinery project to be 

developed at the Port of Brownsville, Texas. 

This project holds massive global energy 

significance as it marks the first major 

petroleum refinery built inside the USA since 

1977 (when Marathon Petroleum established 

its Garyville, Louisiana facility). The refinery 

aims to augment regional energy independence 

and insulate domestic energy supplies from 

escalating maritime disruptions across global 

oil corridors. 

Part 4: Defence News & Security 

Reports 

Q16. According to the Stockholm International 

Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) Global Arms 

Transfers Report 2026, which country emerged 

as the world's largest arms importer? 

A) India 

B) Ukraine 

C) Saudi Arabia 

D) Qatar 

Answer: B) Ukraine 

Explanation: 

Driven by the protracted Russia-Ukraine 

conflict and intensive defense procurement, 

Ukraine has emerged as the world's largest 

importer of major conventional arms, 

accounting for 9.7% of total global imports. In 

the overall global exporter rankings, the United 

States of America sustained its top position with 

a 42% share of global arms exports, while 

European arms imports collectively witnessed 

an astronomical surge of 210%. 

Q17. What is India's global import rank and its 

leading defense supplier's share according to 

the SIPRI Arms Transfers Report 2026? 

A) 1st Rank; France (50%) 

B) 2nd Rank; Russia (40%) 

C) 3rd Rank; USA (45%) 

D) 2nd Rank; Israel (35%) 

Answer: B) 2nd Rank; Russia (40%) 

Explanation: 

According to the SIPRI Report 2026, India 

remains the second-largest arms importer 

globally, accounting for 8.2% of worldwide 

arms transfers. India's defense supply matrix 

has diversified rapidly: Russia remains India's 

primary supplier at a 40% share, followed 

closely by France at 29%, and Israel at 15%. 

This underscores India's structured policy shift 

toward domestic indigenization (Atmanirbhar 

Bharat) alongside strategic multi-alignment. 

Q18. The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) alongside the Indian Navy 

successfully conducted trial drops of an 

"Indigenous Air Droppable Container" off the 

Goa coast. From which maritime patrol aircraft 

was this drop executed? 
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A) Boeing P-8I 

B) Rafale-M 

C) MiG-29K 

D) Dornier Do-228 

Answer: A) Boeing P-8I 

Explanation: 

DRDO and the Indian Navy successfully 

validated the operational efficacy of the 

Indigenous Air Droppable Container by testing 

it from a long-range maritime reconnaissance 

aircraft, the Boeing P-8I, off the coast of Goa. The 

container is uniquely engineered to securely 

drop payloads weighing up to 150 kilograms, 

allowing aircraft to deliver critical operational 

logistics, engineering spares, and medical 

supplies directly to frontline naval vessels 

deployed far out into remote ocean sectors. 

Q19. "Exercise Sea Dragon 2026" is a high-

intensity, multinational anti-submarine warfare 

exercise led by which country's navy? 

A) Royal Australian Navy 

B) United States Navy 

C) Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 

D) Indian Navy 

Answer: B) United States Navy 

Explanation: 

Exercise Sea Dragon 2026 is an advanced, US-

led multinational naval exercise conducted 

annually near the strategic Guam region in the 

Western Pacific. The Indian Navy actively 

participates in this multi-nation drill alongside 

maritime forces from the US, Australia, Japan, 

and New Zealand. The exercise is primarily 

designed to hone operational interoperability 

and tactical synergy in complex Anti-Submarine 

Warfare (ASW) tracking and response 

scenarios. 

Part 5: Government Schemes & 

Initiatives 

Q20. The Union Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers' Welfare announced the launch of the 

"Pradhan Mantri Dhan Dhanya Yojana". What is 

the primary objective of this scheme? 

A) Providing solar pumps to all small and 

marginal farmers 

B) Ensuring balanced growth in food grain 

production across selected districts 

C) Offering fully automated crop insurance 

against drought 

D) Digitalizing land ownership records via 

drone mapping 

Answer: B) Ensuring balanced growth in food 

grain production across selected districts 

Explanation: 

Announced by Union Agriculture Minister 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, the Pradhan Mantri 

Dhan Dhanya Yojana is specifically launched to 

ensure balanced, region-specific, and climate-

resilient growth in core food grain output. 

Initially deployed across 100 selected districts 

nationwide, the scheme integrates localized soil 

testing, seed provisioning, and optimized 

fertilizer applications to ensure India stabilizes 

its record-high agricultural production (which 

hit ~357 million tons in recent assessments). 

Q21. Effective from March 2026, the Ministry of 

Rural Development mandated facial 

recognition-based attendance for Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme (MGNREGS) workers through which 

digital application? 

A) Gram Samvad App 
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B) National Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS) 

App 

C) JALDOOT App 

D) Yuktadhara Portal 

Answer: B) National Mobile Monitoring System 

(NMMS) App 

Explanation: 

To curb proxy attendance, eliminate systemic 

leaks, and inject transparency into wage 

disbursements, the Government of India made 

facial recognition-based attendance mandatory 

for all MGNREGS site workers nationwide. This 

functionality operates through an upgraded 

iteration of the National Mobile Monitoring 

System (NMMS) application, active from March 

1, 2026. 

Q22. The Ministry of Textiles released a 

comprehensive national strategy report titled “Mapping of Textile Waste Value Chain in India”. 
Who is the current Union Minister of Textiles 

heading this circular economy initiative? 

A) Piyush Goyal 

B) Giriraj Singh 

C) Ashwini Vaishnaw 

D) Hardeep Singh Puri 

Answer: B) Giriraj Singh 

Explanation: 

Union Minister for Textiles, Giriraj Singh, 

officially released the high-level sectoral report “Mapping of Textile Waste Value Chain in India” 

at Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. The policy 

document extensively maps textile waste 

lifecycle pathways, industrial recycling setups, 

and recovery routes. It provides a formal 

framework to transform India into a premier 

global hub for sustainable textile circularity and 

zero-waste fabric manufacturing. 

Part 6: Sports, Appointments & 

Awards 

Q23. Who was conferred with the National 

Award for Outstanding Performance in Self-

Help Groups (SHG)-Bank Linkage by the 

Ministry of Rural Development in March 2026? 

A) State Bank of India 

B) Karnataka Grameena Bank (KGB) 

C) Punjab National Bank 

D) HDFC Bank Ltd. 

Answer: B) Karnataka Grameena Bank (KGB) 

Explanation: 

The Ministry of Rural Development conferred 

the prestigious National Award for Outstanding 

Performance in SHG-Bank Linkage to Karnataka 

Grameena Bank (KGB). In deep alignment with 

the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National 

Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), the bank extended a massive credit line of ₹2,835 
crore to over 80,904 rural women-led Self-Help 

Groups, driving financial inclusion and micro-

entrepreneurship. 

Q24. In an important regulatory development, 

who is serving as the current Secretary General 

of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO) as of March 2026? 

A) Jens Stoltenberg 

B) Mark Rutte 

C) Ursula von der Leyen 

D) Antonio Guterres 

Answer: B) Mark Rutte 

Explanation: 

Former Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte serves 

as the Secretary General of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO). Headquartered in 
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Brussels, Belgium, and established under the 

North Atlantic Treaty on April 4, 1949, NATO 

consists of 32 member states (30 European and 

2 North American nations) and remains a 

critical focus area in international relations 

questions due to the current geopolitical friction 

in Eastern Europe. 

Q25. Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 

launched three key tech initiatives in March 

2026, including the National AI Skilling 

Programme. Which global tech conglomerate 

partnered with the Ministry of Information & 

Broadcasting for this initiative? 

A) Microsoft India 

B) Google and YouTube 

C) Meta India 

D) Amazon Web Services 

Answer: B) Google and YouTube 

Explanation: 

Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting 

Ashwini Vaishnaw launched three massive 

digital media transformations: the National AI 

Skilling Initiative, the MyWAVES platform, and 

the mandatory rollout of Advanced Electronic 

Programme Guides (EPG). The AI skilling 

module is launched in an institutional 

partnership with Google and YouTube to 

democratize safe AI literacy, combat digital 

misinformation, and build content-creator 

monetization paths across Tier-2 and Tier-3 

cities in India. 

Q26. Which Indian state government launched 

the country's first tribal millet-based food menu 

initiative named "Araku Kouni" in March 2026? 

A) Odisha 

B) Andhra Pradesh 

C) Chhattisgarh 

D) Madhya Pradesh 

Answer: B) Andhra Pradesh 

Explanation: 

The Government of Andhra Pradesh officially 

launched “Araku Kouni”, making it the state's 

very first dedicated tribal millet-based 

commercial food menu. Curated from the 

indigenous agricultural practices of the tribal 

communities in the Araku Valley region, this 

unique program is designed to integrate 

traditional superfoods and millets into 

mainstream culinary supply chains, expanding 

local tribal farmer revenues. 

Q27. Indian player Lakshya Sen won a major 

international badminton tournament on March 

11-12, 2026. Which governing body regulates 

international badminton rankings and world 

championships? 

A) International Tennis Federation (ITF) 

B) Badminton World Federation (BWF) 

C) All England Badminton Club 

D) Asian Badminton Confederation 

Answer: B) Badminton World Federation 

(BWF) 

Explanation: 

The Badminton World Federation (BWF) is the 

universally recognized international governing 

body for the sport of badminton. Founded in 

1934 and headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia, it oversees international rankings, 

standardizes rules, and runs premier global 

tournaments. 
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Part 7: Important Days, Books & 

Science 

Q28. What was the official global theme for 

World Poetry Day observed by the United 

Nations on March 21, 2026? 

A) Poetry for Environmental Justice 

B) Poetry as a Bridge for Peace and Inclusion 

C) Mental Health and Written Verse 

D) Nurturing Endangered Indigenous Dialects 

Answer: B) Poetry as a Bridge for Peace and 

Inclusion 

Explanation: 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) celebrates 

World Poetry Day annually on March 21 to 

honor poets, revive oral traditions, and promote 

linguistic diversity. The designated theme for 

the 27th World Poetry Day in 2026 is “Poetry as a Bridge for Peace and Inclusion”, emphasizing 

the role of literature in healing fractures across 

global conflict zones. 

Q29. In a pioneering medical milestone for defense healthcare, the world’s first precision 
glaucoma surgery utilizing the "Hydrus 

Microstent" was successfully performed at 

which institution? 

A) AIIMS, New Delhi 

B) Army Hospital (Research & Referral), Delhi 

C) Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC), Pune 

D) Command Hospital, Kolkata 

Answer: B) Army Hospital (Research & 

Referral), Delhi 

Explanation: 

In a monumental achievement for India's 

military healthcare system, a team of 

specialized ophthalmologists at the Army 

Hospital (Research & Referral) in Delhi 

successfully conducted the world's first 

precision micro-invasive glaucoma surgery 

using an advanced Hydrus Microstent. This 

highly specialized procedure offers minimally 

invasive treatment pathways for veterans and 

serving personnel suffering from advanced 

intraocular pressure conditions, preventing 

long-term vision loss. 

Q30. The NITI Aayog released its highly critical 

second edition of the "Fiscal Health Index 2026". 

Which of the following parameters is NOT 

among the core pillars evaluated to score state 

financial management? 

A) Quality of expenditure 

B) Revenue mobilisation 

C) Tourism footfall conversion rate 

D) Debt levels and Debt sustainability 

Answer: C) Tourism footfall conversion rate 

Explanation: 

The NITI Aayog Fiscal Health Index evaluates 

and ranks Indian states purely on 

macroeconomic financial prudence and 

budgetary discipline. It tracks five core 

parameters: 

1. Quality of expenditure (Capital expenditure 

vs. Revenue expenditure) 

2. Revenue mobilisation efficiency 

3. Fiscal prudence (adherence to Fiscal 

Responsibility and Budget Management - 

FRBM limits) 

4. Aggregate debt levels 

5. Long-term debt sustainability. 

Tourism footfall conversion is a sector-specific 

growth indicator but does not constitute a 
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baseline metric for structural fiscal health index 

scoring. 
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