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Part 1: National & International 

News 

Q1. In June 2026, the Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) designated Surha Taal as India’s 100th Ramsar 
Site. In which state is this oxbow lake located? 

A) Bihar 

B) Uttar Pradesh 

C) West Bengal 

D) Madhya Pradesh 

Correct Answer: B) Uttar Pradesh 

Detailed Explanation: 

On the occasion of World Environment Day, the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change designated Surha Taal (officially known 

as Jai Prakash Narayan Bird Sanctuary) as 

India's 100th Ramsar Site. Located in the Ballia 

district of Uttar Pradesh, Surha Taal is a natural 

perennial oxbow lake formed by a meander of 

the Ganga river. This addition elevates Uttar 

Pradesh's individual Ramsar count to 13, and 

secures India's position as the country with the 

highest number of Ramsar Sites in Asia, marking 

an unparalleled decade of wetland 

conservation. 

Q2. The 2026 G7 Summit concluded its sessions 

with a focus on global governance. Which city 

hosted the official commemoration of World 

Environment Day 2026 alongside key 

international climate commitments? 

A) Evian, France 

B) Baku, Azerbaijan 

C) Geneva, Switzerland 

D) Ankara, Turkey 

Correct Answer: B) Baku, Azerbaijan 

Detailed Explanation: 

Baku, Azerbaijan, officially hosted the global 

celebrations for World Environment Day 2026 

under the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP). The event highlighted the 

rapid global temperature anomalies and the 

projected impacts of the returning El Niño cycle. 

Concurrently, international leaders gathered in 

European circuits, including a joint E3 meeting 

with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 

to coordinate regional security and climate 

mitigation frameworks ahead of the upcoming 

G7 Summit in Evian, France. 

Q3. Oil India Limited (OIL) confirmed a 

significant discovery of natural gas in an 

exploratory well under the country's ongoing 

deep-water push. What is the name of this 

national hydrocarbon exploration mission? 

A) Sagar Manthan Mission 

B) Samudra Manthan Mission 

C) Deep Ocean Hydrocarbon Policy 

D) Anveshan Clean Energy Drive 

Correct Answer: B) Samudra Manthan Mission 

Detailed Explanation: 

Under the national "Samudra Manthan Mission," 

Oil India Limited (OIL) successfully confirmed 

the discovery of rich natural gas reserves in an 

offshore exploratory well. The mission is part of India’s strategic roadmap to boost domestic 
energy production, scale up domestic oil and gas 

mapping, and drastically decrease dependence 

on costly fossil fuel imports. 

Q4. India recently showcased its cutting-edge 

indigenous defense engineering by unveiling 

the 'Zorawar' light tank and 'TEJASTRA' at a 

heavy manufacturing facility. Where is this 

Larsen & Toubro (L&T) facility located? 

A) Nagpur, Maharashtra 
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B) Hazira, Gujarat 

C) Jodhpur, Rajasthan 

D) Bengaluru, Karnataka 

Correct Answer: B) Hazira, Gujarat 

Detailed Explanation: 

The indigenously designed and built Zorawar 

Light Tank and the TEJASTRA weapon systems 

were showcased at Larsen & Toubro's (L&T) 

state-of-the-art manufacturing complex located 

in Hazira, Gujarat. The Zorawar light tank has 

been purpose-built for high-altitude operational 

deployment (such as the Ladakh theater) to 

provide the Indian Army with lethal, agile, and 

air-transportable armored capabilities. 

Q5. A rare camera trap sighting in June 2026 

confirmed the return of which elusive and 

highly endangered wild cat to Kuno National 

Park after several decades? 

A) Caracal 

B) Desert Cat 

C) Fishing Cat 

D) Leopard Cat 

Correct Answer: A) Caracal 

Detailed Explanation: 

Kuno National Park, which has been in the 

international spotlight for the African Cheetah 

Introduction Project, recorded a historic 

milestone when automated camera traps 

confirmed the presence of the highly elusive 

Caracal. The Caracal is a critically endangered 

medium-sized wild cat in India, characterized 

by its iconic tufted black ears. This confirmation 

proves that the ecological health and prey base 

of the Kuno sanctuary are successfully reviving 

ancient apex and sub-apex predatory lineages. 

Q6. To accelerate clean energy transport and 

meet net-zero carbon targets, the Government 

of India commercially rolled out the "E85" fuel 

matrix. What does E85 represent? 

A) 85% Petroleum diesel and 15% Bio-biodiesel 

B) 85% Hydrogen fuel cell density compressed 

at 850 bars 

C) A fuel blend containing 85% Ethanol and 

15% Gasoline 

D) 85% Compressed Natural Gas mixed with 

Hydrogen 

Correct Answer: C) A fuel blend containing 85% 

Ethanol and 15% Gasoline 

Detailed Explanation: 

E85 fuel represents an advanced alternative fuel 

formulation composed of 85% ethanol blended 

with 15% gasoline (petrol). The mass 

commercial deployment of E85 is aimed at 

significantly reducing the country's crude oil 

import bills, utilizing domestic agricultural 

surplus for ethanol conversion, and drastically 

slashing tailpipe greenhouse gas emissions in 

compatible flex-fuel vehicles. 

Q7. The Joint E3 Leaders' Statement issued by 

the United Kingdom, France, and Germany 

detailed robust conditions for long-term 

regional stability. Who is the current Chancellor 

of Germany who co-signed this declaration? 

A) Olaf Scholz 

B) Friedrich Merz 

C) Emmanuel Macron 

D) Keir Starmer 

Correct Answer: B) Friedrich Merz 

Detailed Explanation: 

The official joint diplomatic communique issued 

by the E3 powers featured UK Prime Minister 
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Keir Starmer, French President Emmanuel 

Macron, and the German Chancellor Friedrich 

Merz. Meeting with Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the leaders outlined 

critical parameters regarding sovereign 

borders, European security frameworks, and 

financial asset immobilizations ahead of 

upcoming NATO summits in Ankara and G7 

summits in Evian. 

Part 2: Economics, Banking & 

Corporate Affairs 

Q8. During its June 2026 monetary policy review, the Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) decided to keep the 

benchmark repo rate unchanged. What is the 

current Repo Rate? 

A) 6.50% 

B) 5.25% 

%C) 5.50% 

D) 5.00% 

Correct Answer: B) 5.25% 

Detailed Explanation: 

In its latest cyclical sitting, the RBI Monetary 

Policy Committee voted unanimously to 

maintain the policy repo rate under the 

Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) unchanged 

at 5.25%. Consequently, the Standing Deposit 

Facility (SDF) rate stays firmly pegged at 5.00%, 

while the Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) rate 

and the corresponding Bank Rate remain steady 

at 5.50%. The MPC retained its "Neutral" stance, 

giving it the flexibility to monitor domestic 

inflation and core economic growth indicators. 

Q9. According to the June 2026 global market 

capitalization data compiled by Bloomberg, India’s global equity ranking slipped to the 7th 
spot. Which country overtook India to claim the 

6th position? 

A) France 

B) South Korea 

C) United Kingdom 

D) Saudi Arabia 

Correct Answer: B) South Korea 

Detailed Explanation: 

Driven by heavy foreign institutional investor 

(FII) selling, conservative corporate earnings 

growth, and a comparatively lower market 

exposure to high-growth Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) semiconductor listings, India's equity 

markets slid to 7th place globally with a 

valuation of USD 4.84 trillion. South Korea 

advanced to the 6th spot globally, tracking a 

market valuation of USD 5.01 trillion. 

Q10. The Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MoSPI) released its 

Provisional Estimates of Annual Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP). What was the registered growth 

rate of Nominal GDP for the Financial Year 

2025-26 (FY26)? 

A) 7.2% 

B) 8.2% 

C) 8.9% 

D) 9.7% 

Correct Answer: C) 8.9% 

Detailed Explanation: 

The National Statistics Office (NSO) under 

MoSPI published the Provisional Estimates of national income. The data revealed that India’s 
Nominal GDP (GDP at Current Prices) achieved 

a growth rate of 8.9% in FY26, compared to the 

9.7% expansion recorded during FY25. In 

absolute terms, the nominal output size is estimated to reach ₹346.36 lakh crore. 
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Q11. To structurally boost indigenous capacity 

and minimize dependency on foreign imports, 

the Government of India constituted 6 

specialized sector-specific working groups. 

What is their target number of products to scale 

up manufacturing? 

A) 50 core items 

B) 100 products 

C) 250 high-tech items 

D) 500 capital goods 

Correct Answer: B) 100 products 

Detailed Explanation: 

The central government structured 6 sector-

specific expert working groups tasked explicitly 

with identifying a maximum of 100 high-

potential products. The mandate of these bodies 

is to design fiscal, regulatory, and 

infrastructural interventions to transform India 

into an export powerhouse for these specific 

commodities, heavily lowering the import bill in 

electronics, heavy machinery, and specialized 

chemicals. 

Q12. The data center boom driven by generative 

AI has raised significant environmental 

concerns. According to recent global tracking 

indicators, what percentage of the global AI 

market share is currently commanded by 

Generative AI? 

A) 10% 

B) 20% 

C) 40% 

D) 55% 

Correct Answer: B) 20% 

Detailed Explanation: 

As artificial intelligence infrastructure expands 

exponentially, data centers are consuming vast 

volumes of electricity and cooling water. 

Reports reveal that Generative AI alone 

currently commands a substantial 20% of the 

total global AI market share. This footprint is 

projected to double to 40% by 2030, 

intensifying pressure on global power grids and 

driving massive carbon emissions that require 

urgent sustainable cooling solutions. 

Part 3: Appointments & 

Resignations 

Q13. Saurabh Vijay, an IAS officer of the Indian 

bureaucracy, was given additional charge as the 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of which national 

technology flagship program? 

A) National Quantum Mission 

B) IndiaAI Mission 

C) Digital India 2.0 

D) Semiconductor India Cell 

Correct Answer: B) IndiaAI Mission 

Detailed Explanation: 

Saurabh Vijay, who serves as the Chief Executive 

Officer of the Unique Identification Authority of 

India (UIDAI), formally assumed additional 

charge as the new Chief Executive Officer of the 

landmark IndiaAI Mission under the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY). He steps in to manage the expanding 

multi-crore compute capacity and startup 

ecosystem of the mission. 

Q14. Who did Saurabh Vijay succeed as the Chief 

Executive Officer of the IndiaAI Mission, 

following the latter's appointment as the 

Director General of the National Testing Agency 

(NTA)? 

A) Sudeep Shrivastava 

B) Abhishek Singh 
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C) Subodh Kumar Singh 

D) Pradeep Kumar Joshi 

Correct Answer: B) Abhishek Singh 

Detailed Explanation: 

Saurabh Vijay succeeded senior bureaucrat 

Abhishek Singh, who transitioned away from 

MeitY to take up the vital responsibility of 

Director General of the National Testing Agency 

(NTA). Alongside this movement, Sudeep 

Shrivastava, Joint Secretary at MeitY, assumed 

office as the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of the 

IndiaAI Mission. 

Q15. In June 2026, the Appointments 

Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) granted a high-

profile two-year institutional extension to 

which standing Deputy Governor of the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI)? 

A) Swaminathan Janakiraman 

B) M. Rajeshwar Rao 

C) T. Rabi Sankar 

D) Michael Debabrata Patra 

Correct Answer: A) Swaminathan Janakiraman 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 

officially approved a comprehensive two-year 

extension for Swaminathan Janakiraman in his 

capacity as the Deputy Governor of the Reserve 

Bank of India. The extension ensures continuity in the central bank’s financial supervision, 

banking regulation framework, and ongoing 

risk management operations during a shifting 

global macroeconomic landscape. 

Part 4: Awards, Honors & 

Milestones 

Q16. Which milestone digital governance 

initiative won the prestigious Gold Award at the 

National e-Governance Awards 2026 for 

institutional transparency and rural 

empowerment? 

A) e-GramSwaraj Portal 

B) SVAMITVA Scheme 

C) Panchayat Advancement Index 

D) PM-Kisan Digital Tracker 

Correct Answer: B) SVAMITVA Scheme 

Detailed Explanation: 

The SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping 

with Improvised Technology in Village Areas) 

Scheme was honored with the Gold Award at the 

National e-Governance Awards 2026. Launched 

by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, SVAMITVA 

utilizes advanced drone surveying and GIS 

mapping to provide rural property owners with 

an official "Property Card," resolving long-

standing land disputes and enabling rural 

citizens to use their immovable property as 

financial collateral. 

Q17. Indian pharma achieved a global 

breakthrough when the US Food and Drug 

Administration (US FDA) granted expedited 

approval to 'Zyloma,' a ground-breaking gene 

therapy targeting a rare neurological disorder. 

Which Indian firm developed it? 

A) Sun Pharmaceutical Industries 

B) Zydus Lifesciences 

C) Dr. Reddy's Laboratories 

D) Biocon Limited 

Correct Answer: B) Zydus Lifesciences 

Detailed Explanation: 

Zydus Lifesciences announced that its advanced 

home-grown gene therapy drug molecule, 

branded as 'Zyloma,' successfully secured 

expedited approval from the United States Food 
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and Drug Administration (US FDA). This 

achievement marks a watershed moment for 

the Indian biotech sector, moving beyond 

generic manufacturing into cutting-edge 

genomic therapeutics for complex, rare 

neurological conditions. 

Part 5: Government Schemes & 

Portals 

Q18. The Jan Samarth Portal, a unified digital 

platform connecting citizens directly to credit-

linked government schemes, recently 

completed four years of operation. How many 

loan applications has it successfully processed? 

A) 24 Lakh 

B) 34 Lakh 

C) 44 Lakh 

D) 54 Lakh 

Correct Answer: C) 44 Lakh 

Detailed Explanation: 

Completing four years since its high-profile 

launch, the Jan Samarth Portal has officially 

processed over 44 lakh unique loan 

applications. The digital portal acts as a 

transparent, single-window bridge that links 

poor and aspirational beneficiaries directly to 

commercial banks, cooperative institutions, and 

regional rural banks under various socio-

economic credit schemes. 

Q19. The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development officially rolled out a highly secure 

national portal designed for the real-time 

structural tracking and end-to-end monitoring 

of which critical welfare scheme? 

A) Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 

B) Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana 

C) Integrated Child Development Services 

(ICDS) 

D) Rashtriya Poshan Abhiyaan 

Correct Answer: C) Integrated Child 

Development Services (ICDS) 

Detailed Explanation: 

To completely digitize and overhaul grassroot 

nutritional and early-childhood care delivery 

channels, the Ministry of Women & Child 

Development launched an upgraded national 

portal for the Integrated Child Development 

Services (ICDS). This system tracks dietary 

drops, vaccine distribution, and pre-school 

education metrics across millions of Anganwadi 

centers simultaneously, cutting through 

bureaucratic red tape. 

Q20. Under a massive national urban ecological 

drive to combat rising localized heat islands and 

pollution levels, 18 new "Namo Oxygen Parks" 

were recently inaugurated in which city? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Delhi 

C) Ahmedabad 

D) Lucknow 

Correct Answer: B) Delhi 

Detailed Explanation: 

To build resilient urban green lungs and fight 

intense summer heatwaves, 18 new "Namo 

Oxygen Parks" were simultaneously 

inaugurated across the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi. The initiative was executed 

under the broader umbrella of the "Ek Ped Maa 

Ke Naam" environment campaign, transforming 

degraded urban patches into dense micro-forest 

networks using localized plantation techniques. 
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Part 6: Sports News 

Q21. Which young Russian tennis phenom 

captured her career's first major Grand Slam 

singles championship title at the historic clay 

courts of the French Open? 

A) Mirra Andreeva 

B) Aryna Sabalenka 

C) Elena Rybakina 

D) Maria Sharapova 

Correct Answer: A) Mirra Andreeva 

Detailed Explanation: 

Russian teenage sensation Mirra Andreeva 

etched her name into tennis history by claiming 

the Women's Singles title at the French Open 

(Roland Garros). This marks her maiden Grand 

Slam championship victory, capping off an 

extraordinary, dominant run against top-seeded 

veterans on the Parisian clay. 

Q22. At just 15 years of age, which Indian cricket 

prodigy broke a legendary 36-year-old record 

held by Sachin Tendulkar to earn a prestigious 

national team call-up? 

A) Vaibhav Suryavanshi 

B) Prithvi Shaw 

C) Sarfaraz Khan 

D) Musheer Khan 

Correct Answer: A) Vaibhav Suryavanshi 

Detailed Explanation: 

The 15-year-old batting prodigy Vaibhav 

Suryavanshi broke Sachin Tendulkar's long-

standing 36-year-old domestic record to 

become the youngest cricketer to earn a spot in 

the senior representative/national 

developmental call-up pathways. His 

exceptional run-scoring consistency across 

multi-day red-ball formats and domestic 

standard cups secured this historic milestone. 

Q23. The International Cricket Council (ICC) 

finalized preparations for the 10th edition of the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup, scheduled to open 
on June 12. Which country is hosting this 

tournament, and how many teams are 

participating for the first time? 

A) Australia; 10 teams 

B) England; 12 teams 

C) Sri Lanka; 12 teams 

D) South Africa; 14 teams 

Correct Answer: B) England; 12 teams 

Detailed Explanation: The 10th edition of the ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup is set to be staged across England and 

Wales. For the first time in the tournament's 

history, the competitive field has been expanded 

to feature 12 international teams (divided into 

two competitive groups of six teams each). New 

Zealand enters the tournament as the defending 

champions. 

Part 7: Memorandums of Understanding 

(MoUs) & Agreements 

Q24. Air India signed a major commercial 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to build 

code-share linkages, premium travel 

coordination, and seamless connectivity 

between India and the Middle East with which 

premium national carrier? 

A) Etihad Airways 

B) Riyadh Air 

C) Saudia 

D) Qatar Airways 

Correct Answer: B) Riyadh Air 



 

Copyright © All Rights Reserved | https://www.spardha.guru Page | 8 

08 June 2026 

Detailed Explanation: 

Air India signed a strategic commercial MoU with Saudi Arabia’s new premium national 
carrier, Riyadh Air. The alliance is structured to 

streamline passenger bookings, introduce 

extensive reciprocal loyalty rewards, and 

massively scale up direct and transit flight 

networks connecting metropolitan Indian 

business hubs to the expanding industrial cities 

of Saudi Arabia and beyond. Q25. India’s newly operationalized 'National 
Green Hydrogen Hub' policy partnered via an 

international commercial layout to optimize 

production. Which major domestic port has 

been designated as the primary base for export 

infrastructure under this policy? 

A) Kandla Port (Deendayal Port) 

B) Tuticorin Port (V.O. Chidambaranar Port) 

C) Paradip Port 

D) Mundra Port 

Correct Answer: B) Tuticorin Port (V.O. 

Chidambaranar Port) 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Government of India officially designated 

the V.O. Chidambaranar Port (Tuticorin Port) in 

Tamil Nadu as the frontline execution zone 

under the 'National Green Hydrogen Hub' 

policy. The port signed initial logistics and 

industrial MoUs to facilitate large-scale green 

hydrogen production, specialized ammonia 

storage, and deep-water terminal distribution 

networks to serve maritime export routes to 

Europe and Japan. 

Part 8: Books, Authors, Days & 

Anniversaries 

Q26. World Environment Day was celebrated 

globally with the theme focusing on extreme 

heat resilience and cutting-edge adaptation. On 

which day is this international UN event 

observed annually? 

A) June 1 

B) June 5 

C) June 8 

D) June 11 

Correct Answer: B) June 5 

Detailed Explanation: 

World Environment Day is celebrated 

worldwide on June 5 every year. The 2026 

iterations, led officially by host nation 

Azerbaijan, heavily addressed the threat of 

extreme atmospheric heatwaves and localized 

climate shifts. It served as the launchpad for 

major domestic milestones, including India 

declaring its historic 100th Ramsar 

conservation site. 

Q27. June 8 is recognized globally by the United 

Nations to raise awareness about the critical 

role of the marine ecosystem and sustainable 

blue economies. Which day is observed on June 

8? 

A) World Oceans Day 

B) International Day of Clean Air 

C) World Hydrography Day 

D) World Maritime Day 

Correct Answer: A) World Oceans Day 

Detailed Explanation: 

June 8 is celebrated globally as World Oceans 

Day. The day acts as a collaborative platform to 

protect global marine health, halt uncontrolled 

plastic pollution, promote sustainable fishing 

practices, and support critical climate research 

initiatives like tracking the Atlantic Meridional 

Overturning Circulation (AMOC). 
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Q28. June 8, 2026, marks the birth anniversary 

of which legendary Indian field hockey icon, 

who led India to three Olympic gold medals 

(1948, 1952, 1956) and is celebrated among the 

greatest center-forwards in sports history? 

A) Major Dhyan Chand 

B) Balbir Singh Sr. 

C) K. D. Singh Babu 

D) Leslie Claudius 

Correct Answer: B) Balbir Singh Sr. 

Detailed Explanation: 

June 8 marks the birth anniversary of Balbir 

Singh Dosanjh, popularly celebrated as Balbir 

Singh Senior. He was an elite Indian hockey 

player and manager who played an 

instrumental role in securing independent 

India's golden hat-trick at the London (1948), 

Helsinki (1952), and Melbourne (1956) 

Olympic Games. His Olympic record for the most 

goals scored by an individual in an Olympic 

men's hockey final (5 goals against the 

Netherlands in 1952) remains unbroken. 

Part 9: Art, Culture & Festivals 

Q29. The Ministry of Culture announced special 

conservation grants for the preservation of the 

ancient "Sankirtana" ritual art form, which 

includes ritual singing, drumming, and dancing. 

In which Indian state did this UNESCO 

Intangible Cultural Heritage originate? 

A) Odisha 

B) Manipur 

C) Assam 

D) Kerala 

Correct Answer: B) Manipur 

Detailed Explanation: 

Sankirtana is a vibrant ritual singing, drumming, 

and dancing art form native to the Vaishnava 

community of Manipur. Inscribed on the 

UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity, it marks 

important phases and religious occasions in the 

lives of the Meitei people. The performers 

narrate the divine lives and episodes of Lord 

Krishna through intense artistic expressions 

and dual-drum (Pung) choreography. 

Q30. The traditional "Wanchuwa Festival," 

celebrated to mark a bountiful harvest and 

protect crops from natural pests through tribal 

rituals and folk dances, is primarily celebrated 

by which indigenous community of Northeast 

India? 

A) Tiwa (Lalung) Tribe 

B) Nyishi Tribe 

C) Garo Tribe 

D) Angami Tribe 

Correct Answer: A) Tiwa (Lalung) Tribe 

Detailed Explanation: 

The Wanchuwa Festival is an important socio-

religious festival celebrated by the Tiwa (also 

known as Lalung) tribal community living 

predominantly in the states of Assam and parts 

of Meghalaya. During this festival, community 

members wear their traditional attire, perform 

rhythmic dances, pound rice flour to prepare 

local delicacies, and offer prayers to their deities 

for an abundant agricultural yield and collective 

protection against pestilence and natural 

disasters. 

 


