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Part 1: International News

Q1. At the World Trade Organization's (WTO)
14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) held in
Yaoundé, Cameroon, which draft structural
consensus package was prepared for further
negotiations in Geneva?

A) The Yaoundé Package

B) The Central African Accord

C) The Douala Framework

D) The Geneva-Yaoundé Blueprint
Correct Answer: A) The Yaoundé Package
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: The WTO’s 14th Ministerial
Conference (MC14) concluded in Yaoundé,
Cameroon. The Indian delegation was
spearheaded by Union Minister Piyush
Goyal, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

e Key Outcome: Members unanimously
adopted two major decisions aimed at
improving small economies' integration into
the global trading system and strengthening
Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT)
under Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) and
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)
agreements. The draft "Yaoundé Package"
was finalized to serve as the baseline for the
next phase of negotiations in Geneva,
Switzerland.

e Exam Point: The Ministerial Conference is
the highest decision-making body of the
WTO and typically meets biennially (once
every two years).

Q2. Following the parliamentary vote on March
30, 2026, Uchral Nyam-Osor has officially
assumed office as the Prime Minister of which
landlocked Asian nation?

A) Kazakhstan

B) Mongolia

C) Uzbekistan

D) Kyrgyzstan

Correct Answer: B) Mongolia
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Uchral Nyam-Osor secured a
commanding victory in the State Great
Khural (Mongolia's unicameral parliament),
winning 88 out of 107 participating
legislative votes (82.2%) to be elected as the
new Prime Minister of Mongolia.

o Political Background: The voting was
necessitated following a realignment within
the ruling coalitions in early 2026. This
transition marks an aggressive focus on
digital governance and international
mineral mining supply chains for Mongolia.

Q3. In April 2026, which country's Supreme
Court began highly anticipated hearings
regarding an Executive Order that seeks to
eliminate "Birthright Citizenship" derived from
the 14th Amendment?

A) United Kingdom

B) Canada

C) United States

D) Australia

Correct Answer: C) United States
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: The US Supreme Court entered
intense constitutional deliberations over
President Donald Trump’s highly
controversial Executive Order that seeks to
restrict or completely end birthright
citizenship for  the children of
undocumented immigrants.
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e Constitutional Angle: The legal battles
center around the interpretation of the 14th
Amendment of the US Constitution, which
historically grants citizenship to all persons
born or naturalized in the United States. A
majority of the Supreme Court justices
expressed  skepticism regarding the
executive branch's authority to unilaterally
undo this constitutional provision without a
legislative amendment.

Q4. Which international agency partnered with
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank in April 2026 to launch a dedicated
Coordination Group to address global energy
and economic shocks?

A) International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
B) International Energy Agency (IEA)

C) International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA)

D) Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC)

Correct Answer: B) International Energy
Agency (IEA)

Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Amid massive trade disruptions in
the Strait of Hormuz and escalating regional
conflicts in West Asia, three apex global
bodies—the IEA, IMF, and World Bank—
established a high-level Joint Coordination
Group.

e Mandate: The group is specifically tasked
with maximizing policy responses and
establishing financial containment buffers to
insulate  vulnerable import-dependent
economies from the compounding energy
price spikes and systemic economic fallout
arising from global supply chain chokeholds.
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Part 2: National News

Q5. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated
the Kaynes Semicon Assembly and Testing
Facility under the India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM). Where is this plant located?

A) Sanand, Gujarat

B) Dholera, Gujarat

C) Mysore, Karnataka

D) Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh
Correct Answer: A) Sanand, Gujarat
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the Kaynes Semicon Plant at the
Sanand Gujarat Industrial Development
Corporation (GIDC) estate in Ahmedabad
district, Gujarat.

o Significance: This marks a vital milestone in
India's journey toward electronic self-
reliance, transitioning from conceptual
setups to commercial-scale semiconductor
outsourced semiconductor assembly and
test (OSAT) production. The chips
manufactured here will feed automotive
electronics, EV architectures, and smart
industrial automation components.

Q6. The Vice President of India, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, recently launched the 'Nyaya Setu' Al
Chatbot. Under which umbrella central program
was this Al tool developed?

A) Digital India Bhashini Mission

B) DISHA Programme

C) e-Courts Mission Mode Project Phase 111
D) PM-PRANAM Scheme

Correct Answer: B) DISHA Programme

Detailed Explanation:
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o Context: Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
unveiled the 'Nyaya Setu' AI Chatbot
alongside its official mascot 'Dishika’ at a
national convention in New Delhi.

e Objective: Developed under the DISHA
(Designing Innovative Solutions for Holistic
Access to Justice) Programme of the
Ministry of Law and Justice, this Al tool
bridges the legal accessibility gap for rural
and marginalized communities. It operates
over the Bhashini platform to answer
fundamental legal queries (like filing an FIR
or understanding basic bail rights) in
multiple scheduled Indian languages.

Q7. Which major infrastructure asset, built at a
cost of over 5,100 crore to enhance
connectivity to a Special Investment Region
(SIR), was recently dedicated to the nation by
PM Modi?

A) Delhi-Mumbai Expressway (Phase II)
B) Ahmedabad-Dholera Expressway

C) Bengaluru-Chennai Expressway

D) Surat-Chennai Economic Corridor

Correct Answer: B) Ahmedabad-Dholera
Expressway

Detailed Explanation:

e Context: As part of a larger developmental
rollout worth over X20,000 crore in Gujarat,
PM  Modi officially dedicated the
Ahmedabad-Dholera Expressway to the
nation.

o Strategic Utility: Built with a capital layout
crossing 5,100 crore, this high-speed
expressway provides seamless, heavy-
freight corridor access directly to the
Dholera Special Investment Region (DSIR),
which is being developed as India's first
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greenfield smart industrial city and global
manufacturing hub.

Q8. The Government of India has extended the
execution timeline for the 'National Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) Drive 2.0' to which new
deadline?

A) 30 April 2026

B) 30 June 2026

C) 30 September 2026

D) 31 December 2026

Correct Answer: B) 30 June 2026
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: To maintain momentum in
expanding = domestic clean  energy
infrastructure, the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas extended the National PNG
Drive 2.0 by three months until 30 June
2026.

o Target: The core target of this macro drive is
to significantly accelerate residential and
commercial piped natural gas tap
connections, actively moving toward India’s
long-term macro goal of increasing the share
of natural gas in the primary energy basket
to 15% (up from the current baseline of
~6.7%).

Q9. The Skytrax World Airport Awards 2026
were recently announced. Which Indian airport
ranked highest within the global top 100 list?

A) Kempegowda International

(Bengaluru)

Airport

B) Indira Gandhi International Airport (Delhi)

C) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (Mumbai)

D) Rajiv Gandhi International Airport
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Correct Answer: B) Indira Gandhi International
Airport (Delhi)

Detailed Explanation:

e Context: In the Skytrax World Airport
Awards 2026, five Indian airports found a
place in the global top 100. Delhi's IGI
Airport led the Indian contingent by ranking
within the global top 30.

o Regional Wins: Kempegowda International
Airport (Bengaluru) secured the 41st global
rank and won the "Best Regional Airport in
India & South Asia" for the third consecutive
year. Hyderabad'’s Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport clinched the award for
"Best Airport Staff in India and South Asia
2026". Internationally, Qatar's Hamad
International Airport reclaimed the No. 1
spot globally.

Q10. Which state government has introduced a
population boost incentive offering a cash
reward of 25,000 for local couples who have a
second or third child?

A) Sikkim

B) Andhra Pradesh

C) Goa

D) Kerala

Correct Answer: B) Andhra Pradesh
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu announced a unique demographic
shift incentive scheme under which the state
will award 25,000 to couples who have a
second or third child.

e The Reason: This marks a complete reversal
of legacy population control narratives. The
policy stems from growing concerns over a
rapidly falling Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in
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southern India, which is leading to an aging
regional demographic dividend and a
shrinking young workforce.

Q11. Which state assembly created legislative
history by passing its own Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) Bill 20267

A) Uttarakhand

B) Gujarat

C) Assam

D) Rajasthan

Correct Answer: B) Gujarat
Detailed Explanation:

o Context: The Gujarat State Assembly passed
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill 2026.
Tabled by Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel,
the comprehensive Bill mandates a uniform
legal framework governing marriage,
divorce, asset succession, inheritance, and
the mandatory registration of live-in
relationships across all religious
communities within the state boundaries.

Part 3: Banking, Economics &
Finance

Q12. For the first quarter (Q1) of the financial
year 2026-27 (April-June quarter), what
interest rate has been retained by the
Government of India for the Public Provident
Fund (PPF)?

A) 6.9%
B) 7.1%
C) 7.4%
D) 8.2%
Correct Answer: B) 7.1%

Detailed Explanation:
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e Context: The Ministry of Finance notified
that it is keeping the interest rates
completely unchanged for all Small Savings
Schemes for the first quarter of FY27.

o Key Rates: Under this notification, the PPF
retains its 7.1% yield, the Senior Citizens
Savings Scheme (SCSS) stays robust at 8.2%,
the Sukanya Samriddhi Account Scheme
(SSAS) stands at 8.2%, while the 1-year and
2-year time deposits are fixed at 6.9% and
7.0% respectively.

Q13. Under the guidelines of the 15th Finance
Commission, whose rural grants for FY 2025-26
were recently released by the Union
Government, what is the exact distribution ratio
between "Tied Grants" and "Untied Grants"?

A) 50:50

B) 60:40

C) 70:30

D) 75:25

Correct Answer: B) 60:40
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Even as the 16th Finance
Commission (chaired by Arvind Panagariya)
officially came into operational effect on
April 1, 2026, the Union Government
released the remaining tranches of the 15th
Finance Commission grants earmarked for
Rural Local Bodies (RLBs).

e The Ratio: The framework splits funds in a
60:40 ratio:

o 60% Tied Grants: Exclusively
restricted to national priorities like
sanitation, open-defecation free
(ODF)  sustainability, rainwater
harvesting, and water recycling.
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o 40% Untied Grants: Given as flexible

funding to Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) for localized, felt
needs like salary disbursements,
rural roads, or minor civic
maintenance.

Q14. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a
hefty monetary penalty of ¥58.50 lakh on which
public sector bank for explicit regulatory non-
compliance with its apex credit directives?

A) Punjab National Bank

B) Bank of India

C) Canara Bank

D) Bank of Baroda

Correct Answer: B) Bank of India
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Exercising its statutory powers
under the provisions of the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949, the RBI levied a fine of
X58.50 lakh on the Bank of India.

o Reason: The enforcement action followed a
comprehensive supervisory evaluation
audit which exposed significant compliance
gaps regarding the bank's execution of
customer identification protocols, risk-
categorization updates, and specific lending
disclosures.

Part 4: Sports News

Q15. Who secured the top honors by winning
the Player of the Year (Men) award at the 8th
Hockey India Annual Awards held in New Delhi?

A) Harmanpreet Singh
B) Hardik Singh

C) PR Sreejesh

D) Sukhjeet Singh
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Correct Answer: B) Hardik Singh
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Hockey India hosted its 8th Annual
Awards ceremony in New Delhi. Star
midfielder Hardik Singh clinched the
prestigious Player of the Year (Men) title,
while Navneet Kaur won the Player of the
Year (Women) award. Both athletes
received a cash prize of 20 lakh.

o Other Major Wins: The legendary Zafar Igbal
(a member of the historic 1980 Moscow
Olympics Gold medal-winning team) was
honored with the Major Dhyan Chand
Lifetime Achievement Award, carrying a
cash prize of 325 lakh.

Q16. Which Indian squash players secured the
top honors and major performance titles at the
Asian Squash Federation (ASF) Awards?

A) Saurav Ghosal and Joshna Chinappa
B) Anahat Singh and Abhay Singh
C) Mahesh Mangaonkar and Tanvi Khanna

D) Velavan Senthilkumar and Akanksha
Salunkhe

Correct Answer: B) Anahat Singh and Abhay
Singh

Detailed Explanation:

e Context: Young squash prodigy Anahat
Singh and veteran national player Abhay
Singh secured top performance awards at
the annual ASF Awards.

 Significance: This recognition reflects India’s
rising dominance on the continental squash
circuit, driven by their medal-winning
performances at recent multi-sport
international championships and PSA World
Tour events.
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Q17. Indian cricket icon Virat Kohli created a
historic milestone during the IPL 2026
tournament by becoming the first-ever batsman
to cross how many runs specifically in "IPL run-
chases"?

A) 3,000 runs

B) 3,500 runs

C) 4,000 runs

D) 5,000 runs

Correct Answer: C) 4,000 runs
Detailed Explanation:

o Context: Playing for Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) against  Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium, Virat Kohli became the first player
in Indian Premier League history to breach
the 4,000-run mark exclusively during
second-innings run-chases.

o Legacy: This achievement cements his
reputation as a master chaser. Kohli already
holds the record for the most centuries in
ODI cricket history (50).

Part 5: Defence & Security News

Q18. The Indian Army implemented its first-
ever high-value capital procurement contract
routed via the Government e-Marketplace
(GeM) portal to acquire 93 telescopic handlers
from which company?

A) BEML Limited

B) JCB India Limited

C) Tata Advanced Systems

D) Mahindra Defence Systems
Correct Answer: B) JCB India Limited

Detailed Explanation:
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o Context: In a major shift toward digital
defense procurement, the Indian Army
finalized a X25.90 crore contract with JCB
India Limited via the GeM portal.

e Utility: This marks the Army's first direct
capital asset purchase using GeM. The deal
covers 93 advanced telescopic handlers,
heavy-duty machines vital for cargo
logistics, ammunition handling, and
engineering support in rugged, high-altitude
border operational sectors.

Q19. The Southern Command of the Indian
Army recently executed a unique 'Military-Civil
Fusion' joint patrolling initiative. In which forest
and mining reserve zone was this conducted?

A) Babina, Uttar Pradesh

B) Sukma, Chhattisgarh

C) Pokhran, Rajasthan

D) Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh

Correct Answer: A) Babina, Uttar Pradesh
Detailed Explanation:

o Context: The Indian Army’s Southern
Command launched an innovative Military-
Civil Fusion initiative at the Babina Field
Firing Ranges in Uttar Pradesh.

o The Operation: Moving beyond standard
counter-terror drills, the Army conducted
integrated joint patrolling alongside the
state Forest and Mining Departments. This
collaborative approach aims to deter illegal
logging, counter timber mafia operations,
and stop unauthorized mining activities
inside strategic military zones.

Part 6: Environment, Science &
Technology

Q20. Approximately 40 new migratory species
were added to the appendices of the Convention
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on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (CMS COP15). Which species’
status was downgraded from Endangered to
Critically Endangered?

A) Spoon-billed Sandpiper

B) White-winged Duck

C) Blue Swallow

D) Great Bustard

Correct Answer: B) White-winged Duck
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: CMS COP15, held in Campo Grande,
Brazil, introduced urgent updates to global
wildlife protection lists.

o Status Shift: The White-winged Duck was
reclassified from Endangered to Critically
Endangered due to severe habitat
fragmentation across Southeast Asia.

o Other Changes: The Spoon-billed Sandpiper
was updated from Vulnerable to
Endangered, while the Striped Hyaena and
Giant Otter were added to Appendix II to
prompt coordinated cross-border
conservation efforts.

Q21. During CMS COP15, a new global tracking
and enforcement framework was launched to
combat the illegal poaching and capture of
migratory species. What is the name of this
initiative?

A) Global Initiative on Tackling of Migratory
Species (GITS)

B) Migratory Species Protection Network
(MSPN)

C) Project Blue Corridor
D) Bonn Enforcement Alliance (BEA)

Correct Answer: A) Global Initiative on Tackling
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Detailed Explanation:

o Context: CMS COP15 saw the official launch
of GITS (Global Initiative on Tackling of
Migratory Species).

e Mandate: GITS helps countries and local
communities stop the illegal "taking"
(hunting, fishing, or trapping) of protected
migratory animals.

o Partners: The initiative brings together key
global environmental bodies, including the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
UNEP, WWF, and TRAFFIC (the global
wildlife trade monitoring network).

Q22. The state government of Andhra Pradesh
has selected a capital site to build a mega
technology park named  the 'Amaravati
Quantum Valley Project’. How many dedicated
innovation towers will be constructed under
this project?

A) Five towers

B) Eight towers

C) Ten towers

D) Twelve towers

Correct Answer: B) Eight towers
Detailed Explanation:

o Context: To establish a premier hub for
deep-tech research, the Andhra Pradesh
government launched the Amaravati
Quantum Valley Project.

o Infrastructure: The plan includes building
eight dedicated towers focused on
quantum  computing,  cryptographic
research, and advanced Al systems. The
project will connect academic research
institutions, tech startups, and government
bodies to accelerate high-performance
computing innovations in India.

Q23. Scientists recently established the
'Bhavasagara Referral Centre' to securely map
deep-sea marine biology. What is a primary
function of this facility?

A) Extracting deep-sea polymetallic nodules for
commercial sale

B) Archiving newly discovered deep-sea species
along with their DNA data

C) Tracking commercial commercial fishing
vessel compliance via satellite

D) Testing underwater military drone
components

Correct Answer: B) Archiving newly discovered
deep-sea species along with their DNA data

Detailed Explanation:

e Context: The Bhavasagara Referral Centre
was set up as India's specialized custodian
for deep-sea marine life.

o Core Function: The center is tasked with the
secure preservation of biological specimens
and the cataloging of Deoxyribonucleic Acid
(DNA) data for organisms found in extreme
oceanic depths (such as deep-sea
elasmobranchs and unique invertebrates).
This resource supports marine taxonomy
and broader biodiversity research.

Q24. Which historical NASA satellite tracking
mission made its final atmospheric re-entry
after nearly 14 years in orbit?

A) Kepler Space Telescope

B) Van Allen Probe A

C) Voyager 2

D) Cassini-Huygens

Correct Answer: B) Van Allen Probe A

Detailed Explanation:
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e Context: NASA confirmed that Van Allen
Probe A successfully completed its final re-
entry into Earth's atmosphere, burning up
safely over the ocean.

e Mission History: Launched in 2012, the Van
Allen Probes spent over a decade studying
Earth's radiation belts. The data they
gathered dramatically changed our
understanding of how solar wind interacts
with the magnetosphere, helping engineers
design more resilient electronics for modern
satellites.

Part 7: Appointments, Awards,

Schemes & Agreements

Q25. In a major bureaucratic reshuffle, Chanchal
Kumar was appointed as the Secretary of which
Union Ministry?

A) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(I&B)

B) Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER)

C) Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY)

D) Ministry of Heavy Industries

Correct Answer: A) Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (1&B)

Detailed Explanation:

e Context: The Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC) cleared a major
administrative shakeup. Senior bureaucrat
Chanchal Kumar was appointed as the
Secretary of the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, taking over from Sanjay Jaju.

o Other Key Shifts: Sanjay Jaju was reassigned
as Secretary of the Ministry of Development
of North Eastern Region (DoNER), while Vir
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Vikram Yadav was named Secretary of the
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC).

Q26. Air India signed a comprehensive interline
commercial flight arrangement with which
international airline to expand connectivity
across Central Asia?

A) Air Astana

B) Uzbekistan Airways

C) FlyDubai

D) Qatar Airways

Correct Answer: B) Uzbekistan Airways
Detailed Explanation:

o Context: Air India finalized a strategic
interline arrangement with Uzbekistan
Airways.

o Benefits: The agreement allows passengers
to book a single ticket from major Indian
hubs to Tashkent and connect to seven other
cities in Uzbekistan—including historic
travel  destinations = like = Samarkand,
Bukhara, and Termez. The partnership
streamlines ticketing, baggage transfers, and
regional travel connections.

Q27. India has emerged as the clear global
leader by issuing over 56% of the world's
International Recognized Certificates of
Compliance (IRCC). Which international treaty
governs these biodiversity sharing certificates?

A) Kyoto Protocol

B) Nagoya Protocol

C) Cartagena Protocol

D) Montreal Protocol

Correct Answer: B) Nagoya Protocol

Detailed Explanation:
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e Context: Global data revealed that India
issued 3,561 IRCC certificates out of a
worldwide total of 6,311, making up over
56% of the global market.

o The Treaty: The Nagoya Protocol (a subset
of the Convention on Biological Diversity)
governs these compliance certificates. They
ensure the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from the utilization of
genetic resources, preventing biopiracy
while supporting legal access to traditional
ecological knowledge.

Part 8: Art, Culture, Festivals & Days

Q28. The Punjab Vidhan Sabha unanimously
passed the Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur World-Class
University Bill 2026. Where will this spiritual
and academic university be established?

A) Amritsar

B) Sri Anandpur Sahib

C) Patiala

D) Sultanpur Lodhi

Correct Answer: B) Sri Anandpur Sahib
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: The Punjab Legislative Assembly
passed a Bill to set up the Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur World-Class University at Sri
Anandpur Sahib.

o Cultural Weight: Sri Anandpur Sahib holds
deep historical and spiritual significance in
Sikh history as the birthplace of the Khalsa
Panth, founded by Guru Gobind Singh Ji in
1699. The new university will focus on
higher education alongside research into
historic languages and spiritual
philosophies.

Q29. April 2 is observed globally as World
Autism Awareness Day. What color is
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traditionally used worldwide to signify
solidarity and support for autism awareness?

A) Emerald Green

B) Light Blue

C) Bright Yellow

D) Magenta Pink

Correct Answer: B) Light Blue
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: World Autism Awareness Day is
observed annually on April 2 to raise
awareness about autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) and promote inclusivity.

o Global Symbol: Light Blue is the official color
linked with the day, anchored by the global
“Light It Up Blue" campaign. On this day,
iconic landmarks across the world light up in
blue to show support for individuals living
with autism.

Q30. April 2, 2026, marks the 110th birth
anniversary of which legendary Indian cinema
pioneer and theater actor?

A) Prithviraj Kapoor

B) Chetan Anand

C) B.R. Chopra

D) Balraj Sahni

Correct Answer: A) Prithviraj Kapoor
Detailed Explanation:

e Context: April 2 marks the 110th birth
anniversary of Prithviraj Kapoor (born April
2, 1916), a foundational pillar of Indian
cinema and Hindi theater.

o Legacy: He founded the iconic Prithvi
Theatre in 1944 and gave legendary
performances in Indian cinematic history,
most notably playing Emperor Akbar in
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Mongolia. listed as
Critically
Endangered.
PM
inaugurates
Kaynes Punjab to
National | Tech&legal R R ey
atona Infrastructure Javersity at
Sanand, Art, Culture Heritage & SH Anandpur
Nyaya Setu Al p oy 5 Sahib; 110th
Chatbot ays 1Jlory birth
launched. anniversary
of Prithviraj
Kapoor.
Savings
scheme rates
remain
Banking & Economy & unchanged
Finance Grants (PPF at
7.1%); 15th
FC tranches
released.
Hardik Singh
wins Hockey
Awards & Player (.)f the
Sports Milestones Year; Virat
Kohli hits
4,000 runs in
IPL chases.
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