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Important Days 

World  Heart  Day:  This  is  the  major  observance  on 
September 29th 
globally, and is widely 
observed in India. It is 
an international 
campaign organized 
by the World Heart 
Federation to raise 
awareness about cardiovascular diseases (CVD), 
including heart disease and stroke, and their 
prevention. 

Historical event for India 
 

1942: Death of Matangini Hazra - Revolutionary 
freedom fighter Matangini Hazra was killed in a police 
firing in Midnapore, Bengal, while leading a procession 
of the Quit India Movement to take over the Tamluk 
police station. She was in her seventies and was 
affectionately called "Gandhiburi" (Old Gandhian 
Woman). 

2016:  Indian  Army  Surgical  Strikes  -  On  the  night  of 
September  28-29,  2016,  the  Indian  Army  conducted 
"surgical strikes" across the Line of Control (LoC) 
against  launch  pads  used  by  suspected  militants  in 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, in response to the Uri 
attack. 
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International Observances 

International  Day  of  Awareness  of  Food  Loss  and 
Waste (IDAFLW) : Established by the UN General 
Assembly and led by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization  (FAO),  this  day  highlights  the  need  to 
reduce  food loss and waste across supply chains and 
households  to  improve  food  security  and  reduce  the 
environmental impact. 

Birth Anniversaries – International 
Personalities 

 

1547: Miguel de Cervantes (Spanish novelist, poet, and 
playwright, author of Don Quixote). 

1758: Horatio Nelson (British naval commander, 
famous for the Battle of Trafalgar). 

1901: Enrico Fermi (Italian-American physicist, known 
as "the architect of the nuclear age" and Nobel Prize 
laureate). 

1936:  Silvio  Berlusconi  (Italian  media  magnate  and 
former Prime Minister of Italy). 

1961: Julia Gillard (Australian politician, former Prime 
Minister of Australia). 
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1988: Kevin Durant (American professional basketball 
player). 

 

Death Anniversaries – International 
Personalities 

 

1973: W. H. Auden (English-American poet and 
author). 

1998:  Gene  Autry  (American  singer,  songwriter,  and 
actor, "The Singing Cowboy"). 

1902: Émile Zola (French novelist, playwright, and 
journalist, a key figure in the literary school of 
Naturalism). 

 

International Historical Events 
 

World War Eras 

1941: Babi Yar Massacre Begins (World War II) 

One of the largest and most horrific massacres of the 
Holocaust began near Kyiv, Ukraine (then Soviet 
Union). Over two days, German forces and local 
collaborators murdered 33,771 Jewish civilians in the 
Babi Yar ravine. Thousands more would be killed there 
in the following months. 

1939: Partition of Poland (World War II) 

Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union signed the 
German–Soviet Boundary and Friendship Treaty, 
finalizing the partition of occupied Poland along a line 
roughly  following  the  Bug  River,  a  follow-up  to  the 
earlier Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. 

1938: Munich Agreement Signed 

The infamous agreement was signed by leaders from 
Germany (Adolf Hitler), France (Édouard Daladier), the 
United Kingdom (Neville Chamberlain), and Italy 

(Benito Mussolini). It permitted Germany to annex the 
Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia, a classic 
example of the policy of appeasement in the lead-up to 
World War II. 

1918: Breaking the Hindenburg Line (World War I) 

Allied forces, primarily the British Fourth Army and the 
American II Corps, successfully breached the 
formidable  German  defensive  position  known  as  the 
Hindenburg Line on the Western Front, a critical 
turning point that accelerated the end of the war. 

Bulgaria also signed the  Armistice of Salonica on this 
day, ending its participation in World War I. 

Post-War & Modern Events 

1994: Sinking of the MS Estonia 

The  passenger  and  car  ferry  MS  Estonia  sank  in  the 
Baltic Sea while traveling from Tallinn, Estonia,  to 
Stockholm, Sweden. Over 800 people were killed, 
making it one of the worst peacetime maritime 
disasters of the 20th century. 

1991: Haitian Coup d'État 

Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the country's 
first democratically elected president, was overthrown 
in a military coup d'état led by General Raoul Cédras. 

1972: Japan-China Normalization 

Japan  established  full  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
People's  Republic  of  China  (PRC),  breaking  its  official 
ties  with  the  Republic  of  China  (Taiwan).  This  move 
recognized the PRC government as the sole legal 
government of China. 

1962: Canada Launches Alouette 1 

Canada launched Alouette 1, its first satellite, from the 
U.S.  Vandenberg  Air  Force  Base.  It made  Canada the 
third  nation,  after  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United 
States, to successfully build and launch its own 
satellite. 
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1954: Founding of CERN 

The convention establishing the European 
Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), the world's 
largest particle physics laboratory, was signed in 
Geneva by 12 European countries. 

1923:  Mandates  for  Palestine  and  Syria  Come  into 
Effect 

The British Mandate for Palestine and the French 
Mandate  for  Syria  and  Lebanon,  established  by  the 
League of Nations, officially came into effect, 
profoundly shaping the modern Middle East. 

Other Notable Events 

1829: Founding of the Metropolitan Police (UK) 

The Metropolitan Police of London, often called 
Scotland Yard, was established by an act of Parliament 
at the request of Home Secretary Robert Peel. This was 
the  world's  first  modern,  organized  police  force  and 
became a model for policing worldwide. 

1911: Italo-Turkish War Begins 

Italy declared war on the Ottoman Empire, beginning 
the  conflict  over  the  territories  of  Tripolitania  and 
Cyrenaica (modern-day Libya). 

 

Sports-related Historical Events In India 
 

Recent Success at the Asian Games (e.g., 2023) 

When major  international multi-sport events  like  the 
Asian Games take place in September, the 29th is a day 
filled with numerous Indian medal-winning 
performances.  For  instance,  on  September  29,  2023, 
during the Hangzhou Asian Games, India had a massive 
medal haul led by outstanding performances in: 

Shooting:  Winning  multiple  gold  and  silver  medals, 
including a team silver in the Women's 10m Air Pistol. 

Boxing:  Star  boxer  Nikhat  Zareen  secured  a  crucial 
victory  to  enter  the  semi-finals,  assuring  a  medal  for 
India. 

Squash: The Women's Team secured a bronze medal. 

 

Sports-related Historical Events 
Internationally 

 

1954: "The Catch" by Willie Mays (Baseball) 

In Game 1 of the World Series between the New York 
Giants and the Cleveland Indians, Giants center fielder 
Willie Mays made one of the most famous and iconic 
defensive plays in baseball history. Running full speed 
with  his  back  to  the  plate,  Mays  made  a  spectacular 
over-the-shoulder catch of a 450-foot fly ball hit by Vic 
Wertz.  The  catch,  simply  known  as  "The  Catch,"  is  a 
timeless moment of athletic brilliance. 

1995: NHL players approved for the Winter Olympics 
(Ice Hockey) 

The National Hockey League (NHL) and the NHL 
Players' Association reached a groundbreaking 
agreement  that  allowed  professional  NHL  players  to 
participate  in  the  Winter  Olympics  for  the  first  time, 
starting with the 1998 Winter Games in Nagano, Japan. 
This was a massive shift for the sport. 

1977: Muhammad Ali Retains Heavyweight Title 
(Boxing) 

Muhammad Ali successfully defended his World 
Heavyweight Championship with a hard-fought, 
unanimous 15-round decision victory over Earnie 
Shavers at Madison Square Garden in New York City. 

1920: Babe Ruth Sets Home Run Record (Baseball) 

On the final day of the season, Babe Ruth hit his major 
league record 54th home run for the New York 
Yankees. This record dramatically eclipsed his previous 
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mark and was a major step in the transition of baseball 
into the "live-ball era." 
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