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Birth Anniversaries – Indian Personalities 
 

Leila Seth (1930–2017): Leila Seth (20 October 1930 – 
5  May  2017)  was  an  Indian  judge  who  served  as  the 

first woman judge on the 
Delhi High Court and the first 
woman to become Chief 
Justice of a state High Court, 
Himachal Pradesh High 
Court, on 5 August 1991. She 
was  also the  first  woman to 
be designated as a senior 
counsel by the Supreme 
Court  of  India.  She  sat  on  a 

number of enquiry commissions, including one into the 
death of 'Biscuit Baron' Rajan Pillai, and was also a part 
of the three-member bench of the Justice Verma 
Committee  that  was  established  to  overhaul  India's 
rape laws in the aftermath of the infamous 2012 Delhi 
gang-rape  case.  She  was  a  member  of  the  15th  Law 
Commission  of  India  from  1997  to  2000,  and  was 
responsible for the amendments to the Hindu 
Succession Act that gave equal rights to daughters in 
joint family property. 

Kumar Sanu (1957): Kedarnath Bhattacharya (born 20 
October 1957),  known professionally as Kumar Sanu, 

is an Indian playback singer. He 
has  primarily  worked  in  Hindi 
cinema  during  the  1990s.Sanu 
won the Filmfare Awards for 
Best  Male  Playback  Singer  for 
five consecutive years from 
1990 to 1995. In 1993, he 
recorded  28  songs  in  a  single 
day,  a  feat  recognized  by  the 

Guinness World Records. In addition to Hindi, he has 
sung in several  other languages, including Bengali, 
Marathi, and Tamil. The Government of India 
honoured him with the Padma Shri in 2009.In 2009, he 
was  awarded  the  Padma  Shri  by  the  Government  of 

India.  Several  of  his  tracks  are  included  in  the  BBC's 
"Top 40 Bollywood Soundtracks of all time". 

Virender  Sehwag  (1978):  Virender  Sehwag  (born  20 
October 1978)  is a former Indian cricketer who 

represented India 
from  1999  to  2013. 
Widely  regarded  as 
one of the most 
destructive  openers 
and one of the 

greatest batsmen of his era, he played for Delhi 
Capitals in IPL and Delhi and Haryana in Indian 
domestic  cricket.  He  batted  right-handed  and  played 
his first One Day International in 1999 and joined the 
Indian Test side in 2001. In April 2009, Sehwag became 
the first Indian to be honoured as the Wisden Leading 
Cricketer  in  the  World  for  his  performance  in  2008, 
subsequently becoming the first player of any 
nationality to retain the award for 2009. He worked as 
stand-in  captain  occasionally  during  absence  of  main 
captain of India, also worked as Vice-Captain for Indian 
squad.  

Death Anniversaries – Indian 
Personalities 

 

Niranjan Nath Wanchoo (1910–1982): Niranjan Nath 
Wanchoo (also spelt Wanchu)  OBE, ICS (1 May 1910 – 

20  October  1982)   was  a  senior 
civil  servant  and  later,  Governor 
of the states of Kerala and 
Madhya Pradesh in India. His 
primary education was in 
Nowgong, Madhya Pradesh 
(1916-July 1920). He was 
educated at the Government 

College, Lahore and King's College, Cambridge and the 
Royal College of Defence Studies, UK.He was selected 
to the Indian Civil Service in 1934 and began his career 
as  a  Sub-Collector  in  Bihar.  Over  the  course  of  his 
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career, he served, in among other posts, as Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of Defence and Chief 
Controller of defence production (1948–57), Secretary 
to  Government  of  India,  Department  of  Expenditure, 
Ministry of Finance (1960–61), Chairman of the Bokaro 
Steel plant (1965–70) and Secretary to the Government 
of India, Department of Industrial Development (1968–
70). 

Dadu Chougule Dattatreya (1946–2018): Dadu 
Chougule ( 1946 – 20 October 2019 ) was a renowned 
Indian wrestler from Kolhapur . He won the prestigious 

Maharashtra Kesari title twice , 
and was also awarded the 
Rustom-e-Hind and Maha 
Bharat Kesari titles. He 
represented India at the 
international  level and won a 
silver medal in the heavyweight 
category at the 1974 British 
Commonwealth  Games  held  in 

New Zealand . In 2018, the Government of India 
honoured him with the Dhyan Chand Award . He died 
of a heart attack in Kolhapur on 20 October 2019. He 
was 73 at the time. 

Historical event for India 
 

1962: Sino-Indian War Begins  The Conflict: On 
October 20, 1962, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) 
of China launched simultaneous attacks along the 
disputed border, marking the beginning of the brief but 
intense Sino-Indian War. The primary areas of conflict 
were in Ladakh (Aksai Chin) and across the MacMahon 
Line in the Northeast Frontier Agency (now Arunachal 
Pradesh). 

National  Impact:  This  surprise  invasion,  after  a  long 
period of border skirmishes, caught the Indian military 
unprepared, leading to significant military and political 
consequences. 

Commemoration: To honor the soldiers who defended 
the nation during this conflict, India observes National 
Solidarity Day every year on October 20th. 

1991:  Uttarkashi  Earthquake  A  devastating  6.8  M w 
earthquake struck the Uttarkashi region of India (in the 
present-day  state  of  Uttarakhand),  killing  over  1,000 
people and causing widespread destruction of homes 
and infrastructure.7 

1774:  Calcutta  Becomes  Capital  of  British  India:  On 
October 20, 1774, Calcutta (now Kolkata) was officially 
designated  as  the  capital  of  British  India.  This  shift 
consolidated British power in the region and 
established Calcutta as the administrative and 
commercial  heart  of  the  country  for  over  a  century, 
until the capital was moved to Delhi in 1911. 
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International Observances 

World  Osteoporosis  Day: Observed  annually  to  raise 
global  awareness  of  the  prevention,  diagnosis,  and 
treatment of osteoporosis and metabolic bone disease. 

World Statistics Day: Celebrated every five years (the 
next one is in 2025) to acknowledge the fundamental 
importance of official statistics. 

International Chefs Day: A day to celebrate the 
profession and educate people about healthy eating. 

International Mastocytosis & Mast Cell Disease 
Awareness  Day:  Aims  to  raise  global  awareness  of 
mast cell diseases. 

Birth  Anniversaries – International 
Personalities 

 

1859: John Dewey, American philosopher and 
psychologist. 

1891:  James  Chadwick,  English  physicist,  Nobel Prize 
laureate, best known for the discovery of the neutron. 

1904:  Tommy  Douglas,  Scottish-Canadian  politician, 
known as the "Father of Canadian Medicare." 

1964: Kamala Harris, American politician, current Vice 
President of the United States. 

Death Anniversaries – International 
Personalities 

 

1936: Anne Sullivan, American teacher best known as 
the instructor and companion of Helen Keller. 

1964:  Herbert  Hoover,  31st  President  of  the  United 
States. 

1987:  Andrey Kolmogorov, Russian  mathematician, 
one of the most prominent mathematicians of the 20th 
century. 

2011:  Muammar  Gaddafi,  Libyan  revolutionary  and 
politician. 

International Historical Events 
 

21st Century 

2011: Muammar Gaddafi Captured and Killed (Libya) 
The  long-time  de  facto  leader  of  Libya, Muammar 
Gaddafi, was captured and killed by National 
Transitional  Council  forces  in  his  hometown  of  Sirte, 
officially ending the 2011 Libyan Civil War and his 42-
year rule. 

20th Century 

1973: Sydney Opera House Opens (Australia) The 
iconic  Sydney  Opera  House  in  Australia,  designed  by 
Danish  architect  Jørn  Utzon,  was  formally opened  by 
Queen Elizabeth II after 14 years of construction. 

1968:  Jacqueline  Kennedy  Marries  Aristotle  Onassis 
(Greece) Former American First Lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy  married  Greek  shipping  magnate  Aristotle 
Onassis on the Greek island of Skorpios. 

1962:  Sino-Indian  War  Begins 🇨🇳🇮🇳The  month-long 
Sino-Indian  War  began  as  Chinese  forces  launched 
simultaneous offensives in Ladakh and across the 
McMahon Line, a major armed conflict over a disputed 
border region. 

1944: World War II: Liberation of Belgrade and 
MacArthur's Return 

The Soviet Red Army and Yugoslav Partisans liberated 
Belgrade from German occupation. 

In the Pacific, US General Douglas MacArthur returned 
to the Philippines during the Battle of Leyte, fulfilling 
his  famous  promise,  "I  shall  return,"  made  after  his 
escape in 1942. 

1935: The Long March Ends (China) 
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The  armed  forces  of  the  Chinese  Communist  Party 
completed their Long March, a massive military retreat 
covering thousands of miles over a year. 

1904: Treaty of Peace and Friendship (Chile and 
Bolivia)  Chile  and  Bolivia  signed  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
and Friendship, officially delimiting the border 
between  the  two  countries  and  formally  ending  the 
War of the Pacific (1879-1884), with Bolivia ceding its 
Pacific coast territory to Chile. 

19th Century 

1827: Battle of Navarino (Greek War of 
Independence) A combined British, French, and 
Russian naval force decisively defeated a Turkish and 
Egyptian fleet in the Battle of Navarino, a pivotal 
moment that virtually guaranteed Greece's 
independence. 

1818: Convention of 1818 (United States and United 
Kingdom) The Convention of 1818 was signed, settling 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  British 
North  America  (now  Canada)  at  the  49th  parallel  for 
most of its length. 

 

Sports-related Historical Events In India 
 

Modern Day Noteworthy Feat (Date Varies, but 
referenced  around  this  time  in  recent  years):  Kiran 
Navgire's Fastest T20 Century 

In a domestic women's T20 Trophy match, Indian 
cricketer  Kiran  Navgire  scored  a  record-breaking  T20 
century in just 34 balls for Maharashtra against Punjab. 
Her unbeaten 106 became the fastest century in 
women's T20 cricket (surpassing the international 
record at the time). 

 

Sports-related Historical Events 
Internationally 

1982: Luzhniki Disaster (Moscow, Soviet Union)A 
deadly crowd crush occurred at the Grand Sports Arena 
of the Central Lenin Stadium  (now Luzhniki Stadium) 
during a UEFA Cup football match between FC Spartak 
Moscow and Dutch club HFC Haarlem. 

The official inquiry stated that 66 fans were crushed to 
death, mostly adolescents, making it the worst sporting 
disaster  in  Russian/Soviet  history.  The  tragedy  was 
initially  censored  and  not  fully  reported  until  years 
later. 

1968:  The  "Fosbury  Flop"  Wins  Gold  (Mexico  City 
Olympics) 

American high jumper Dick Fosbury won the gold 
medal at the Summer Olympics using his highly 
unconventional, backward-arching technique, which 
became known as the "Fosbury Flop." 

This revolutionary technique completely changed the 
sport  and  is  now  the  standard  method  used  in  high 
jump. 

1992: First World Series Game Outside the US 

The first-ever World Series game to be played outside 
of the United States took place in Toronto, Canada, as 
the Toronto Blue Jays defeated the Atlanta Braves 3-2 
in Game 3. The Blue Jays would go on to win the series. 

1976: Julius Erving Joins the 76ers (United States) 

NBA  history  was  made  when  the  Philadelphia  76ers 
acquired legendary player Julius "Dr. J" Erving from the 
New York Nets for a reported $3 million. 

1931: Birth of Mickey Mantle (United States) 

Baseball  Hall  of  Famer  Mickey  Mantle,  one  of  the 
sport's greatest switch-hitters and an iconic New York 
Yankees center fielder, was born. 
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