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Important Days 

National Integration Day (Quami Ekta Divas): This day 
is observed annually to 
commemorate the birth 
anniversary of Indira Gandhi, the 
first and only woman Prime 
Minister of India. The day aims to 
promote and consolidate the 

spirit of unity, peace, love, and brotherhood among all 
Indians, celebrating India's cultural, linguistic, and 
religious diversity. 

Birth Anniversaries – Indian Personalities 
 

Keshav Chandra Sen (1838–1884): 19 November 1838 
– 8 January 1884) was 
an  Indian  philosopher 
and social reformer 
who attempted to 
incorporate Christian 
theology within the 
framework of Hindu 
thought. Born a Hindu 
in the Bengal 
Presidency of British 

India,  he  became  a member  of  the  Brahmo  Samaj  in 
1857 but established his own breakaway 
"Bharatvarshiya Brahmo Samaj" in 1866 while the 
Brahmo Samaj remained under the leadership of 
Debendranath Tagore (who headed the Brahmo Samaj 
until his death in 1905).In 1878, his followers 
abandoned  him  after the underage  child marriage of 
his daughter which exposed his campaign against child 
marriage as hollow. 

Indira  Gandhi  (1917–1984):  19  November 1917  – 31 
October 1984)  was an Indian politician and 
stateswoman who served as the prime minister of India 
from  1966  to  1977  and  again  from  1980  until  her 
assassination  in  1984.  She  was  India's  first  and  only 
female prime minister as of 2025, and a central figure 

in Indian politics as the leader of the Indian National 
Congress (INC). She was the daughter 
of  Jawaharlal  Nehru,  the  first  prime 
minister  of  India,  and  the  mother  of 
Rajiv  Gandhi,  who  succeeded  her  as 
prime minister. Her cumulative tenure 
of  15  years  and  350  days  makes  her 
the second-longest-serving Indian 

prime minister after her father. 

Dara Singh (1928–2012): 19 November 1928 – 12 July 
2012) was an Indian professional wrestler, actor, and 

politician. Widely regarded as one of 
India’s greatest wrestlers, Singh 
earned international recognition 
during  the  1950s  and  1960s  for  his 
victories in both Indian and world 
wrestling circuits. In 1968, Singh 
became world champion by defeating 

Lou Thesz.Transitioning to cinema, Singh appeared in 
over  100  Hindi  and  Punjabi  films,  often  portraying 
strong and heroic characters, and is best remembered 
for his iconic role as Hanuman in the television series 
Ramayan (1987–1988). He was the first sportsperson 
to be nominated as Member of the Rajya Sabha from 
2003 to 2009, he was also awarded the Padma Shri in 
1996. Singh was inducted into the Legacy wing of the 
WWE Hall of Fame Class of 2018. 

Historical event for India 
 

1. Law and Governance 

1986: Environment Protection Act came into force. 

The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (EPA), one of 
the most comprehensive environmental laws in India, 
was enacted and came into force on this date. It was 
largely a legislative response following the 1984 Bhopal 
Gas Tragedy, empowering the Central Government to 
take measures for the purpose of protecting and 
improving the quality of the environment. 
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2. Space and Science 

1997: Kalpana Chawla's first space mission began. 

Kalpana Chawla became the first Indian-origin woman 
to  go  into  space  when  her  Space  Shuttle  Columbia 
flight  STS-87  launched  on  November  19,  1997.  She 
served as a mission specialist and primary robotic arm 
operator. 

3. International Competitions 

1994: Aishwarya Rai won the Miss World title. 

Indian film actress and model Aishwarya Rai was 
crowned Miss World on November 19, 1994, bringing 
international recognition to India. 

4. Sports 

1982: The 9th Asian Games began in Delhi. 

The Ninth Asian Games officially commenced in  New 
Delhi on November 19, 1982. This was a major 
international multi-sport event that showcased India's 
capability to host large-scale global sporting events. 

2023: Cricket World Cup Final in Ahmedabad. 

The 2023 ICC Men's Cricket World Cup Final was held 
on this date at the Narendra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad, where India faced Australia. 
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International Observances 

Charles I (1600–1649): King of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, whose reign led to the English Civil War. 

James A. Garfield (1831–1881): The 20th President of 
the United States. 

Ferdinand  de  Lesseps  (1805–1894):  French  diplomat 
and engineer who developed the Suez Canal. 

José  Raúl  Capablanca  (1888–1942):  A  Cuban  chess 
grandmaster and World Chess Champion, widely 
considered one of the greatest chess players of all time. 

Calvin  Klein  (1942):  American  fashion  designer  and 
founder of Calvin Klein Inc. 

Ted Turner (1938): American media mogul and 
philanthropist,  best  known  for  founding  CNN  (Cable 
News Network). 

 

Death Anniversaries – International 
Personalities 

 

Christina Onassis (1950–1988): Greek businesswoman 
and socialite, heiress to the Onassis shipping fortune. 
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Ted Fujita (1920–1998): Japanese-American 
meteorologist, famous for devising the Fujita scale (F-
Scale) for rating tornado intensity. 

 

International Historical Events 
 

Diplomacy and Geopolitics 

1903: The Hay–Bunau-Varilla Treaty Signed (Panama 
Canal): 

This treaty was signed between the United States and 
Panama, giving the U.S. exclusive and perpetual rights 
to a 10-mile-wide strip of land for the construction and 
control  of the  Panama  Canal  Zone.  It  was  pivotal  for 
global trade and American military strategy in the 20th 
century. 

1971: Oman Declared Independence: 

The Sultanate of Oman formally declared its 
independence from the United Kingdom, marking the 
end of its status as a British protectorate. 

1993: North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
Approved: 

The U.S. House of Representatives approved the 
NAFTA  agreement,  which  created  a  major  trilateral 
trade  bloc  between  Canada,  Mexico,  and  the  United 
States. 

1993: South Africa Approves New Constitution: 

A significant step in ending apartheid, 21 political 
parties  in  South  Africa  approved  a  new,  multi-racial 
constitution, expanding voting rights and officially 
ending white minority rule. 

2. World War and Post-War Milestones 

1916: World War I - End of the Battle of the Somme: 

British  Expeditionary  Force  commander Douglas  Haig 
called  off  the  First  Battle  of  the  Somme  in  France. 
Starting  on  July  1,  1916,  it  was  one  of  the  deadliest 

battles  in  human  history,  resulting  in  over  a  million 
casualties. 

1918: Latvia Declared Independence: 

Following the end of World War I, the Republic of Latvia 
proclaimed its independence from Russia. 

1961: Vietnam War Escalation: 

U.S. President John F. Kennedy officially announced the 
decision  to  send  18,000  military  advisors  to South 
Vietnam, a significant escalation of American 
involvement in the conflict. 

3. Culture and Technology 

1928: Mickey Mouse Debuts in Steamboat Willie: 

Walt  Disney's  animated  short  film  Steamboat  Willie 
premiered in New York City. It was the first fully 
synchronized sound cartoon and introduced the world 
to  the  iconic  characters  Mickey  Mouse  and  Minnie 
Mouse. 

1883: Standard Time Adopted in North America: 

The U.S. and Canadian railroads officially adopted 
Standard Time Zones, ending the confusion of 
thousands  of  local  times  and  marking  a  major  step 
towards standardized global time. 

1963: Push-Button Telephone Goes into Service: 

The first commercial push-button (Touch-Tone) 
telephone service was introduced in the United States, 
beginning the slow replacement of the traditional 
rotary-dial phone. 

4. Tragedy 

1978: Jonestown Massacre (Guyana): 

In one of the most horrific events in modern history, 
Jim Jones, the leader of the Peoples Temple cult, led 
over 900 of his followers to a mass murder-suicide in 
the community of Jonestown, Guyana. 
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Sports-related Historical Events 
Internationally 

 

1. Boxing 

1970: Joe Frazier Knocks Out Bob Foster: 

Heavyweight Champion Joe Frazier successfully 
defended his world heavyweight title by defeating light 
heavyweight champion Bob Foster with a knockout in 
the second round of their fight in Detroit. 

2. Tennis 

1990: Monica Seles Wins Five-Set Epic: 

Monica Seles defeated Gabriela Sabatini in the final of 
the Virginia Slims Championships (now the WTA Finals) 
in a grueling five-set match: 6–4, 5–7, 3–6, 6–4, 6–2. 
This was the first five-set women's match since 1901 
and demonstrated a monumental shift in the 
physicality and endurance of women's tennis. 

2007: Roger Federer Wins Masters Cup: 

Top-ranked Roger Federer won his fourth Masters Cup 
title (now the ATP Finals), overwhelming David Ferrer 
in straight sets. The win also pushed Federer's season 
winnings over $10 million, an ATP Tour record at the 
time. 

3. Auto Racing 

2007: Jimmie Johnson's Consecutive Championships: 

Jimmie Johnson became the first driver since Jeff 
Gordon (1997-1998) to win consecutive NASCAR 
Nextel Cup championships (now Cup Series), securing 
the title in the season finale. 

2018: Joey Logano Wins NASCAR Cup: 

Joey Logano captured his first NASCAR Cup 
championship, winning the season finale race to beat 
out the favored "Big Three" of drivers. 

4. American Football (NFL/NCAA) 

1978: Frank Mordica's NCAA Rushing Record: 

Vanderbilt running back Frank Mordica rushed for an 
incredible  321  yards  and  five  touchdowns  in  a  single 
game  against  Air  Force,  setting  a  new  single-game 
record for college football at the time. 

2012: Matt Schaub's Near-Record Passing Day: 

Houston Texans quarterback Matt Schaub completed a 
franchise-record 43 passes for 527 yards (the second-
most  in  NFL  history  at  the  time)  in  a 43-37  overtime 
win, demonstrating one of the greatest aerial 
performances in league history. 
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