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Death Anniversary – Indian Personalities 
 
Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee  :  August  16th  marks  the  death 
anniversary  of  Atal Bihari Vajpayee,  the tenth Prime 
Minister of India. A revered statesman and a founding 

member of the 
Bharatiya 

Janata Party 
(BJP), he 
served three 
terms as prime 
minister. He 
was known for 

his oratory skills, poetic sensibility, and moderate 
political views. 
 
His significant contributions include: 
 
Pokhran-II  Nuclear  Tests  (1998):  He  authorized  the 
nuclear  tests,  which  established  India  as  a  nuclear 
power. 
 
Golden Quadrilateral Project: He initiated this 
ambitious  highway  project  to  connect  India's  major 
cities, boosting infrastructure and economic 
development. 
 
Diplomatic  Efforts:  He  actively  pursued  peace  with 
Pakistan, most notably through the historic Lahore Bus 
Yatra. 
 
Vajpayee  passed  away  on  August  16,  2018,  and  his 
legacy is honored annually with tributes and memorial 
events across the country. 
 

Historical Events in India 
 
Direct Action Day (1946) 
On August 16, 1946, the All-India Muslim League called 
for a "Direct Action Day" to demand a separate Muslim 

nation. What began as a day of protest and a general 
strike  quickly  escalated  into  a  period  of  widespread 
communal violence and rioting, particularly in Calcutta 
(now  Kolkata).  This  event,  also  known  as  the  Great 
Calcutta Killings, resulted in thousands of deaths and 
injuries, and is considered a pivotal moment that 
cemented the path toward the partition of India and 
Pakistan. 
 
Other Events 
On August 16, 1947, a day after India gained 
independence, Jawaharlal Nehru delivered a speech at 
the Red Fort. This was the first of the annual 
Independence  Day  speeches  delivered  by  the  Prime 
Minister of India. 
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International Observances 
 
International Geocaching Day: Celebrated on the third 
Saturday  of  August,  this  day  promotes  the  outdoor 
recreational activity of geocaching, where participants 
use  a  GPS  device  to  hide and  seek containers,  called 
"geocaches," in a network of global locations. 
 
International  Homeless  Animals'  Day:  Observed  on 
the third Saturday of August, this day is dedicated to 
raising awareness about the plight of homeless animals 
and  encouraging  people  to  adopt,  spay,  and  neuter 
pets. 
 
National Airborne  Day  (USA):  This  day  in the United 
States honors the service and sacrifice of military 
airborne forces, commemorating the first official U.S. 
Army parachute jump on August 16, 1940. 
 

International Historical Events 
 
1819:  Peterloo  Massacre:  In  Manchester,  England,  a 
large public meeting of pro-democracy reformers was 
charged by cavalry, resulting in the deaths of 18 people 
and hundreds of injuries. This event was a major 
turning  point  in  British  history  and  led  to  significant 
reforms. 
 
1960: Cyprus Gains Independence: The island nation of 
Cyprus officially gained its independence from British 
rule. 
 
1977: Elvis Presley's Death: The "King of Rock and Roll" 
died at his Graceland home in Memphis, Tennessee, at 
the age of 42, an event that sent shockwaves around 
the world. 
 
2009:  Usain  Bolt's  World  Record:  Jamaican  sprinter 
Usain  Bolt  set  a  new  world  record  in  the  100-meter 

dash at the World Championships in Berlin, with a time 
of 9.58 seconds. 
 
Science and Exploration 
 
1858: First Transatlantic Telegraph Message: A 
groundbreaking message was sent by Queen Victoria of 
the United Kingdom to U.S. President James Buchanan 
via the newly completed transatlantic telegraph cable. 
While a significant step, the cable only operated for a 
few weeks due to a weak signal. 
 
1960: Highest Parachute Jump: U.S. Air Force Captain 
Joseph  Kittinger  set  a  world  record  for  the  highest 
skydive,  free-falling  from an  altitude of over  102,800 
feet (31,330 meters) as part of Project Excelsior. 
 
1977: Voyager 2 Launched: NASA's Voyager 2 
spacecraft was launched, beginning its mission to 
explore the outer planets of the solar system, including 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 
 
Cultural and Sporting Moments 
 
1948:  Death  of  Babe  Ruth:  The  legendary  American 
baseball player, "Babe" Ruth, died at the age of 53. 
1954: Sports Illustrated Debuts: The first issue of the 
iconic  American  sports  magazine,  Sports  Illustrated, 
was published. 
 
1977:  Death  of  Elvis  Presley:  The  "King  of  Rock  and 
Roll,"  Elvis  Presley,  died  at  his  Graceland  home  in 
Memphis, Tennessee, at the age of 42. His death was a 
monumental event that marked the end of an era in 
popular music. 
 
2009: Usain Bolt's 100-meter World Record: Jamaican 
sprinter Usain Bolt set a new world record in the 100-
meter dash at the World Championships in Berlin with 
a time of 9.58 seconds. 
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Birth Anniversaries – International Events 
 
1888: T. E. Lawrence, British military officer, 
archaeologist, and writer, famously known as 
"Lawrence of Arabia." 
 
1913: Menachem Begin,  former Prime Minister of 
Israel and Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 
 
1954: James Cameron, acclaimed Canadian film 
director, known for movies like Titanic and Avatar. 
 

Death Anniversaries – International 
Events 

 
1948: Babe Ruth, legendary American baseball player 
and one of the greatest athletes of all time. 
 
1977: Elvis Presley, a towering figure in music and one 
of the most significant cultural icons of the 20th 
century. 
2003: Idi Amin, the brutal and tyrannical military 
dictator of Uganda. 
 
 

Sports Related Historical Events 
 
In India:  
 
Football Lovers' Day  
For Indian football fans, August 16 is a day of 
remembrance. It is observed as Football Lovers' Day to 
commemorate the tragic events of August 16, 1980. On 
that  day,  during  a  highly  anticipated  Kolkata  Derby 
match between arch-rivals Mohun Bagan and East 
Bengal at Eden Gardens, a riot and stampede occurred, 
leading to the deaths of 16 football fans. This day is a 
solemn  reminder  of  the  deep-seated  passion  for  the 
sport in Kolkata and the tragedy that can result from 
fan fervor. 

Internationally 
 
1948:  Death  of  Babe  Ruth:  On  August  16,  1948,  the 
world lost one of its most legendary athletes. George 
Herman "Babe" Ruth, an iconic American baseball 
player, died at the age of 53. He is widely regarded as 
one of the greatest players in the history of the sport, 
known for his prodigious home runs and larger-than-
life persona. 
 
1954: Sports Illustrated Debuts: The first issue of the 
influential American sports magazine, Sports 
Illustrated,  was  published  on  August  16,  1954.  The 
magazine  would  go  on  to  become  a  staple  of  sports 
journalism, known for its in-depth reporting and iconic 
photography. 
 
2009:  Usain  Bolt's  World  Record:  Jamaican  sprinter 
Usain  Bolt  set  a  new  world  record  in  the  100-meter 
dash at the World Championships in Berlin on August 
16, 2009. His time of 9.58 seconds shattered the 
previous record and solidified his status as the fastest 
man on the planet. 
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