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Important Days 

Indian Navy Day 

Significance: This day  is celebrated to commemorate 
the launch of Operation Trident by the Indian Navy on 
December 4, 1971, during the Indo-Pakistani War. The 
operation  was  a  successful  attack  on  the  Pakistani 
Naval Headquarters in Karachi, marking a decisive 
victory and showcasing the Navy's strategic capability. 

Purpose:  To  honor  the  achievements,  sacrifices,  and 
role of the Indian Navy in securing the nation's 
maritime borders. 

 

Birth Anniversaries – Indian Personalities 
 

R. Venkataraman: (1910): 4 December 1910 – 27 
January 2009), also known as R. Venkataraman, was an 

Indian lawyer, independence 
activist and politician who 
served  as  a  union  minister  and 
as  the  vice  president  of  india 
and president of India. 
Venkataraman was born in 
Rajamadam village in Tanjore 
district,  Madras  Presidency.  He 

studied law and practised in the Madras High Court and 
the  Supreme  Court  of  India.  In  his  youth,  he  was  an 
activist for the Indian independence movement, and he 
participated in the Quit India Movement. He was 
appointed as the member of the Constituent Assembly 
and the provisional cabinet. He was elected to the Lok 
Sabha four times and served as Union Finance Minister 
and Defence Minister. In 1984, he was elected as the 
vice  president  of  India  and  in  1987,  he  became  the 
president of India and served from 1987 to 1992. He 
also served as a state minister under K. Kamaraj and M. 
Bhaktavatsalam. 

Inder  Kumar  Gujral  (1919):  (4  December  1919  –  30 
November  2012)   was  an  Indian  diplomat,  politician, 

and anti-colonial independence 
activist, who served as prime 
minister of India from April 1997 to 
March 1998.Born in Punjab, he was 
influenced by nationalistic ideas as a 
student, and joined the All India 
Students Federation and the 

Communist Party of India. He was imprisoned for 
taking part in the Quit India movement. After 
independence, he joined the Indian National Congress 
party in 1964, and became a Member of Parliament in 
the  Rajya  Sabha.He  was  the  Minister  of  Information 
and  Broadcasting  during  the  emergency.  In  1976,  he 
was appointed as the Ambassador of India to the Soviet 
Union.  In  1996,  he  became  the  Minister  of  External 
Affairs in the Deve Gowda ministry, and developed the 
Gujral  doctrine  during  this  period.  He  was appointed 
the prime minister of India in 1997. His tenure lasted 
for less than a year. 

Ramesh Chandra Majumdar (1888): 4 December 1888 
– 11 February 1980) was an Indian historian and 

professor known for promoting Hindu 
nationalist views. He principally 
studied  the  history  of  India.Coming 
from a Baidya family, Majumdar was 
born in Khandarpara, Gopalganj, 
Bengal Presidency, British India (now 
in Bangladesh) on 4 December 1888, 

to Haladhara Majumdar and Bidhumukhi. He studied in 
various  schools  in Dhaka  and  Calcutta  (now  Kolkata), 
and finally, in 1905, he passed his Entrance 
Examination from Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. In 
1907, he passed F.A. with a first-class scholarship from 
Surendranath  College  and  joined  Presidency  College, 
Calcutta. 
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Death Anniversaries – Indian 
Personalities 

 

Shashi Kapoor (2017): 18 March 1938  – 4 December 
2017)  was  an  Indian  actor  and 
producer known primarily for his 
work in Hindi films. He is 
considered as one of the greatest 
actors in the history of Hindi 
cinema, and is a recipient of 
several  accolades,  including  four 
National Film Awards and two 

Filmfare  Awards.  The  Government of  India  honoured 
him with the Padma Bhushan in 2011, and the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2014, for his contribution 
to Indian cinema.Born into the Kapoor family, he was 
the third and the youngest son of Prithviraj Kapoor. He 
began  his  career  as  a  child  actor  in  1948  with  his 
brother Raj Kapoor's maiden directorial Aag, and had 
his  first  role  as  an  adult  in  1961  with  Yash  Chopra's 
political drama Dharmputra. He established himself in 
1965 with two blockbusters - Waqt and Jab Jab Phool 
Khile. This was followed by a period of further success, 
with Kanyadaan, Sharmeelee and Aa Gale Lag Jaa. 

 

Historical event for India 
 

Operation Trident (December 4, 1971) 

Event: Operation Trident was a daring offensive 
launched by the Indian Navy on the Karachi Harbour, 
the main hub of the Pakistan Navy's fleet and maritime 
trade. 

Significance: It was the first use of anti-ship missiles in 
combat in the region. The Indian Navy's strike group, 
which  included  three  Vidyut-class  missile  boats  (INS 
Nipat, INS Nirghat, and INS Veer), successfully targeted 
the Pakistani naval assets. 

The  operation  resulted  in  the  sinking  of  a  Pakistani 
destroyer (PNS Khaibar), a minesweeper (PNS 
Muhafiz), a cargo vessel  carrying ammunition (MV 
Venus  Challenger),  and the  destruction of oil  storage 
tanks at the Karachi port. 

It was a resounding success for India, with zero 
casualties or damage to the Indian task group, and a 
severe blow to Pakistan's naval capabilities and morale. 

This decisive victory in the war at sea was crucial in the 
larger  context  of  the  1971  conflict,  which  led  to  the 
creation of Bangladesh. 

Other Notable Events 

1829: Abolition of Sati (Partial Context) On December 
4,  1829,  the  British  Governor-General  Lord  William 
Bentinck issued a regulation declaring the practice of 
Sati  (the  ritual  burning  of  a  widow on  her  husband's 
funeral pyre) illegal and punishable in the Bengal 
Presidency.  This  was  a  major  social  reform  in  British 
India, though the date primarily marks the legal decree. 

1959: Gandak Project Agreement: An agreement was 
signed between India and Nepal for the Gandak 
Irrigation and Power Project, a joint venture to harness 
the waters of the Gandak River for irrigation and 
hydroelectric power generation. 
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International Observances 

International Day of Banks 

Designation: Declared by the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

Purpose: Recognizes the significant potential of 
multilateral development banks and other 
international financial institutions in financing 
sustainable  development  and  acknowledges  the  vital 
role of the banking systems in Member States in 
contributing to the realization of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

World Wildlife Conservation Day 

Focus: Aims to raise awareness about the global crisis 
of wildlife  trafficking  (poaching  and 
illegal  trade)  and  the  necessity  of 
protecting  endangered  species  and 
their habitats. 

Related Observance: Often celebrated alongside 
International Cheetah Day (also December 4th) to 
highlight the plight of this vulnerable species. 

International Day Against Unilateral Coercive 
Measures 

Designation: Observed by the United Nations. 

Purpose: To raise awareness of the negative impact of 
unilateral coercive measures (like sanctions or 
blockades) on human rights and international  law, 
particularly concerning the sovereignty and self-
determination of nations. 

 

Birth  Anniversaries – International 
Personalities 

 

Jay-Z  (1969):  American  rapper,  record  producer,  and 
businessman. 

Jeff Bridges (1949): American actor and musician. 

Thomas Carlyle (1795): Scottish philosopher, satirical 
writer, and historian. 

 

Death Anniversaries – International 
Personalities 

 

Frank Zappa (1993): American singer-songwriter, 
multi-instrumentalist, composer, and bandleader. 

Hannah Arendt (1975): German-American philosopher 
and political theorist. 

Benjamin Britten (1976): English composer, conductor, 
and pianist. 

 

International Historical Events 
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Political and Societal Changes 

1829: Abolition of Sati in British India 

The  British  Governor-General  of  India,  Lord  William 
Bentinck, issued a regulation that declared the practice 
of Sati (the ritual of a Hindu widow immolating herself 
on her deceased husband's funeral pyre) illegal in the 
Bengal  Presidency.  This  was  a  major  step  in  social 
reform. 

1918:  Proclamation of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes 

Following the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
after  World War  I, the  Kingdom  of  Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes was formally proclaimed, which would later 
be  renamed the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia  in 1929.  This 
marked a key moment in the formation of the modern 
Balkan states. 

1982: China Adopts its Current Constitution 

The Constitution of the People's Republic of China (the 
fourth and current version) was adopted by the 
National People's Congress. 

Conflicts and Military Events 

1676: Battle of Lund (Scanian War) 

The Battle of Lund in Sweden took place between the 
armies of Denmark and Sweden. It is considered one of 
the bloodiest battles in Scandinavian history, resulting 
in a Swedish victory. 

1808: Surrender of Madrid (Napoleonic Wars) 

The  city  of  Madrid  surrendered  to  French  Emperor 
Napoleon I after a four-day siege. 

1971: Indo-Pakistani War (Operation Trident) 

The  Indian  Navy  launched  Operation  Trident  against 
the Pakistani Naval Headquarters in Karachi, an 
operation  that  is  commemorated  annually  as  Indian 
Navy Day. This is considered a decisive victory for India 
in the 1971 war. 

1992: US Troops Sent to Somalia 

U.S. President George H.W. Bush ordered 28,000 U.S. 
troops  into  Somalia  as  part  of  a  U.N.  humanitarian 
effort, Operation Restore Hope, during the Somali Civil 
War. 

Science and Culture 

1791: First Sunday Newspaper Published 

The Observer, a British newspaper, published its first 
edition,  becoming  the  first  Sunday  newspaper  in  the 
world. 

1943: Second Cairo Conference (World War II) 

U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, and Turkish President 
İsmet İnönü met in Cairo to discuss Turkey's possible 
role in the war and to reaffirm the previous 
agreements regarding the war in the Far East. 

1980: Led Zeppelin Disbands 

The influential British rock band Led Zeppelin 
announced their breakup following the death of 
drummer John Bonham in September of that year. 

1991: Pan Am Ceases Operations 

Pan American World Airways (Pan Am), once the 
largest international airline in the United States, 
officially ceased operations due to financial difficulties. 

1996: Mars Pathfinder Launch 

NASA launched the Mars Pathfinder unmanned space 
vehicle  from  Cape  Canaveral,  Florida,  which  would 
eventually deploy the Sojourner rover on the surface of 
Mars in 1997. 

 

Sports-related Historical Events In India 
 

1982: Asian Games Conclude in New Delhi 
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The IX Asian Games officially concluded on December 
4th, 1982, in New Delhi. This was a landmark event for 
India,  being  the  second  time  the  country  hosted  the 
Asiad (after 1951). The games showcased new 
infrastructure and a strong performance from the host 
nation, which placed 5th on the medal table. 

 

Sports-related Historical Events 
Internationally 

 

American Football (NFL) Records 

December  4th  has  been  a  significant  date  for  rookie 
rushing records in the NFL: 

1977: Tony Dorsett's 200-Yard Game 

Dallas Cowboys legend and rookie Tony Dorsett rushed 
for 206 yards in a victory over the Philadelphia Eagles, 
becoming  only  the  third  rookie  in  NFL  history  at  the 
time to rush for 200 yards in a single game. 

1997: Corey Dillon Breaks the Rookie Rushing Record 

Exactly 20 years later, Cincinnati Bengals rookie Corey 
Dillon broke the rookie single-game rushing record by 
racking up 246 yards in a victory against the Tennessee 
Oilers. This record surpassed the 40-year-old mark set 
by the legendary Jim Brown. 

Basketball (NBA) Clutch Moments 

2009: Kobe Bryant's Iconic Buzzer-Beater 

Los Angeles Lakers superstar Kobe Bryant hit an 
unforgettable, leaning, fadeaway, buzzer-beating jump 
shot over Dwyane Wade to give the Lakers a dramatic 
108-107  victory  over  the  Miami  Heat.  This  is  widely 
regarded as one of his most iconic clutch shots. 

2017: Steph Curry's 3-Point Milestone 

Golden State Warriors point guard Stephen Curry 
became the fastest player in NBA history to reach 2,000 
career  3-pointers  made,  achieving  the  milestone  in 

only  597  games.  This  shattered  the  previous  record 
held by Ray Allen (824 games) and further cemented 
Curry's revolutionary impact on the game. 

Ice Hockey 

1909: Founding of the Montreal Canadiens 

The  Montreal  Canadiens  ice  hockey  club,  one  of  the 
most storied and successful franchises in the history of 
the sport, was founded  on this date as a charter 
member of the National Hockey Association (NHA), the 
predecessor of the NHL. 
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